


British North America & United States

Packets
Scotland to Canada East

Fines were introduced for unpaid or underpaid mail exchanged between Canada and
the United Kingdom in 1859. Letters directed to a more expensive, but prepaid only for
the cheaper, route were charged deficient postage: twopence for the British Packets
via the United States, and eightpence for United States packets.80 Until 1863, such
letters were not normally fined.*

Glasgow, Scotland to Montreal, Lower Canada, 21% May 1861.

A letter prepaid sixpence, but directed ‘p City of Washington via Cork and New York’,
an Inman Line, United States Packet;®? thus the letter was underpaid eightpence. The
British Post Office has claimed elevenpence, the deficiency and, exceptionally at this
time, the half fine, threepence. In Canada the letter has been charged twenty-nine
cents, the Canadian equivalent of one shilling and twopence, including the entire fine
of sixpence.

80 Anglo/United States Postal Convention, 15" December 1848, and various General Post Office
Instructions, thereafter; rate l?jy United States Packet remained 1s 2d Sterling after British Packet rate
reduced to 8d Sterling on 23" March 1854.

8 packet Book Minute #195-0, 23" February 1863, introduced fines for letters incorrectly directed to a
more expensive route.

8 Hubbard and Winter, page 202: ‘City of Washington' departed Cork 22™ May 1861.



British North America & United States

Packets
Ireland to Canada West

Letters not directed to a particular line could be sent to the first packet to sail, even
when paid the correct postage for another The rate to the United States from the

United Kingdom remained one shlllrng

on a pre-paid letter carried by a United States

packet twenty- one cents was credited to the United States Post Office for ocean and

inland postage

Ballymoney, Ireland to the Ottawa River, Canada West, 23 July 1861.
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A letter prepaid S|xpence as though for the
Canadian packet,®® but mistakenly sent to Cork
for the Inman Line ‘Kangaroo’, under contract to
the United States Government.®® Twenty-one
cents was credited to the United States (more b

than had been collected for the postage). On | === 5 %

arrival at New York the letter was handled like
any other prepaid letter to Canada and bears
red New York and Ogdensburgh exchange
office marks.

Inman Line ‘Kangaroo’.

Anglo United States Convention, December 1848.
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# The rate was split as follows: 3c U.K. and 5c¢ U.S. inland postage, 16c ocean postage to the nation

ownrng the vessel. The 21 is a handstamp issued to some vessels for use on board.

Treasury Warrant, 23" March 1854.

% Hubbard & Wrnter p. 202: Inman Line ‘Kangaroo’ sailed from Queenstown on 25" July and made
New York on 9" August 1861; the Allan Line ‘Anglo-Saxon’, was not scheduled to call at Londonderry

until 26" July 1861.
" llustration from a water-colour in the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich.




