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EDITORIAL

The 'Jubilee' issue of 'Maple Leaves' was
very well received, judging by the letters
and verbal comments that came in. We
would like to reiterate that much of the
credit must go to the contributors,
without whom there would be nothing.
Speaking of credit, we were pleased that
the judges at Autumn STAMPEX saw fit
to award 'Maple Leaves' a vermeil, this
was based on a two-year run of the
journal and did not include the special
October issue.

Hidden in the Secretary’s report of
the AGM is a brief note that a new
Fellow of the Society was announced.
Becoming modesty obviously forbade
much embellishment! We are happy
here to congratulate Tom Almond on
joining the distinguished band of
Fellows, for his unstinting efforts on
behalf of the Society over the past 17
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years. In January, 1980, Tom became
Assistant Treasurer, following which he
assumed the mantle of Handbooks
Manager and, latterly, Secretary. Along
the way he has fitted in a Presidency and
has helped maintain our links with our
sister Society, BNAPS, by editing
'Flagpole' (journal of the BNAPS flag
cancel study group) and acting as UK
contact member for the group. The
Society owes a great debt to members
such as Tom who give so willingly of
their time; without them the Society
could not function.

Sadly, Tom feels it is now time to
pass on the baton of office and has
indicated he will not be accepting
nomination for the post of Secretary at
the next AGM. All UK members are
urged to give consideration to the
situation. The Society must have a
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secretary, are you the person for the job?
Tom has placed the Society's records
onto computer for ease of administration
and files can readily be transferred. This
does not preclude the more manually
inclined among us from doing the job;
hard copy of up-to-date lists can be
provided just as easily. If you feel you
might be the one for the job, or if you
would like details, please contact Tom
(tel. 01734 411052). Don’t just read on
and hope someone else will do it — IT
COULD BE YOU!

At the end of the Secretary’s report
will be found an amendment to the
auction rules, do read it carefully. In the
past we have recommended a minimum
value per submitted lot in order to curb
the disproportionate expense of small
lots, without wishing to ban them
altogether. The recommendation has
been replaced by the imposition of a
minimum commission of £1 per sold lot
or 50p for unsold lots. For those who are
less mathematically inclined than the
Treasurer, the implication is that lots
will need to realise at least £7 if the rate
of 15% is to apply. Whilst all the work
connected with the auction is carried out
on an entirely voluntary basis, the
catalogue costs several hundred pounds
to produce and despatch to all members.

As members will probably be aware,
we do not make a habit of publishing
obituaries of those who pass on.
However, we feel we should not let two
losses to the Society go unremarked.
Members who were at the Perth
Convention were shocked to hear that
Allan Steinhart had died suddenly, at his
home in Toronto. Allan was surely the
pre-eminent all-round postal historian of
Canada, this was evidenced by his
several books and many articles on
divers subjects, as well as his
contributions to study circles and
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willing assistance to other authors. As a
dealer, his tremendous stock of BNA
postal history helped many collectors to
fill important gaps and his phenomenal
knowledge unearthed many
unrecognised covers from all parts of
the globe. He also competed
internationally at the very highest level.
The gap he leaves will take some filling.

The same members who were at
Perth will be even more surprised and
saddened to learn that Dr Michael
Russell, who joined us there after three
strenuous rounds of golf at St Andrews,
also died suddenly, less than three
weeks later. Not so well known to
members at large perhaps, but Michael
had gained much respect for his
knowledge and collection of postal
stationery which he shared with us, both
at Conventions and at local level.

The select band of Revenue collectors
will no doubt be pleased to know that, at
the recent FIP Congress in Istanbul, it was
agreed that "The Section for Revenues at
present within the Commission for
Traditional Philately be made a full
Commission for Revenues . . .". This
means that, at International competitions
in future, Revenue entries will no longer
come under Traditional Philately but will
be in a class of their own.

Don Wilson, Chairman of BNAPEX
97, in St John's Newfoundland, has
written with details of the show,
including such things as flight times. UK
members seeking information are invited
to contact the Editor.

Maple Leaves
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CENSORSHIP OF TRANSIT MAILS - 1914-19
L. D. (Mac) McConnell

During wartime and at other times of
emergency the Civil and Military
Authorities usually exercise a power of
censorship on mails passing out of or
into their territories. Within the
protocols established by the Universal
Postal Union these powers may be, and
often are, extended to international
mails in transit when they pass through
the territory of a belligerent.

The Canadian War Measures Act of
1914 was the instrument under which
Canada exercised its rights. Section 6 of
the Act allowed the Governor General,
in Council, to impose censorship and
introduce means of control of
communications.

In this study we are concerned with
transit (or non-terminal) mails. Most of
the established international links via
Canada were maintained, eg Europe to
the Orient and Australasia or China to
the USA. These were at various times
subject to selective or extensive
inspections. In addition any mails
carried by Allied or neutral ships which
called at a Canadian port might also be
opened and censored.

Certain categories of transit mail
were protected and exempt from
censorship. These included official
correspondence identified on the outer
cover by the official seal or rubber
stamp of an Allied government
department, embassy, legation or
consulate. Similar exemptions also
applied to mail addressed to such
departments etc.

Mail passing between neutral
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countries could also be inspected except
where protected by Diplomatic
Privilege.

When the mails contained letters
addressed to enemy or enemy occupied
countries, unless directed to be
forwarded by an authorised
intermediary, eg Thomas Cook and Son,
they were liable to be treated as non-
transmissible and returned to sender
under UPU regulations.

In June 1916 a censorship station
was set up at Vancouver to inspect US
and other mails carried on Canadian
Pacific ships and destined for China or
Japan. The choice of Vancouver is
interesting since US outgoing mails
were normally directed 'via Victoria,
BC'. For whatever reason Vancouver
became the principal censorship station
and included Japanese and Chinese
translators on its staff. The prime
purpose of the Vancouver censorship
was an attempt to detect possible enemy
correspondence passing via the US to
the US Consular Post Office in
Shanghai [1] and hence to German
intelligence gathering sources in China.

The United States objected to the
censoring of its closed mails arguing an
infringement of the Canada-US Postal
Convention of 1888 which had granted
transit of each other's mails 'free of
charge, detention or examination' [2]. It
was, however, pointed out that the UPU
Convention Article 4, Subsection 1, had
allowed the UK Government to censor
mails between neutral countries when
passing through Great Britain. This
precedent was cited as sufficient
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No.68- TR, o
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From Tuttori, Japan, 6.11.6 (6 Nov., 1917) to Syracuse, NY, USA. Label with
CENSORED in seriffed lettering (Steinhart, Type 2) together with the identifying No. 63
VR of Vancouver applied in purple by handstamp.

justification for the Vancouver censor's
office despite the 1888 agreement.

When the first batch of US mails
was opened immediately prior to the
sailing of the 'Empress of Russia’ from
Vancouver on 10 August, 1916 the US
authorities reacted and in September
withdrew the Vancouver route and CP
ships  from their mail carrying
schedules. Mails in the reverse direction
were unaffected.

The US entered the war in April
1917 and instituted a cable and telegram
censorship on 2 May, but did not yet
impose their own postal censorship [3].
In a note to the House of
Representatives dated 3 May, 1917
President Wilson stated that the US
Postmaster General Albert Burleson had
thought that the censorship of mails was
unnecessary as it 'would be a duplication
of work that is belter being performed
by our Allies' [4].

As a result, in June 1917, US mails

4 January 1997

I mh T "‘""Wlﬂ”“"“ !} |‘|"WHHN uwmﬂ [YGHE \, R0V S 19 u“u‘u \”ﬂ WW“W \‘ JFOANN g 0

were again allowed to use the Vancouver
route and submitted to selective
censorship.

The Imperial Russian government
requested, in August 1917, that all mails
between the US and Russia be censored
at Vancouver. Shortly afterwards, as a
result of the President Wilson note, a
joint policy statement directed that all
mails to and from the US via Vancouver
were to be censored there. The only
exceptions were to be letters and parcels
addressed to the Philippine Islands
(considered to be US territorial
interests) and to certain Allied postal
agencies in the Far East. Despite the
official directive, a substantial majority
of transit mail appears to have passed
through unopened.

Mails from Australia and New
Zealand were also subject to censorship

at Vancouver.

Due to the uncertainties of wartime
conditions the endorsement for a

Maple Leaves
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particular routing was frequently
omitted so that passage through
Vancouver can only be identified by the
evidence of censorship markings.

It had been the practice of the
Canadian authorities not to censor mails
to European countries if they had
already been inspected or were likely to
be opened by the British authorities
during further transit. As examples of
this practice, letters to neutral Holland,
which had previously been examined in

New Zealand, were forwarded without
question and those from Japan
uncensored were forwarded for
checking by the British censor during
further transit across the UK.

Steinhart [1] records a series of
identity numbers, each prefixed by the
letter C, on labels with the legend
EXAMINED BY CENSOR (Steinhart
Type 3a). The numbers range from 300
to 550 but most lie between 300 and
450. The C prefix (Type 3b) was later

IR o> 7 N
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DUNEDIN .+
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APIE — 3-AM

-

From New Zealand to Holland. Already passed by censor in New Zealand so subject to

no further censorship at Vancouver.

Maple Leaves
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If not delivered please return to
SHUJI C. KIGA,
The 4th High School,

Kanazawa-City, Japan,

CIMPRESOS

-~
£y
RING

240

~

o

OPENED BY
CENSOR.
GO\ PW. 227

From Japan to Holland for a Belgian volunteer soldier. Passed through Vancouver
unopened to Great Britain for the attention of British censors before further onward

transmission.

abandoned.

On the Atlantic seaboard Halifax
also dealt with some transit mails but
these were mainly concerned with

checking the correspondence carried by
neutral ships. Translators fluent in
Scandinavian and the Dutch languages
were employed. Exceptionally, the
Halifax censors were British personnel

6 January 1997 Maple Leaves
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C. 415

EXAMINED BY
-~ CENSOR

L

From Japan, 7.10.1 (1 Oct., 1918), passing through Yokohama, 2 Oct., 1918 to
Philadelphia, Pa., USA with EXAMINED BY CENSOR C 415 label. Was it the name of

the addressee which caught the censor's eye?

working for or in co-operation with the
Naval Control Officers at this major
naval establishment. Some UK mails to
the US mid-west and beyond have been
noted using British censorship labels
with additional marks which may have
been applied at Halifax but these have
not been proven. An example shows
where the original censor's identity

Maple Leaves

number has been removed and a
substitute number, C 1046, inserted in
manuscript, using a blue GPO crayon.

The British censors at Halifax seem
to have operated until spring 1918 when
they were transferred to New York.

In the reverse direction the US

January 1997 7
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accepted that their mails to European
neutrals were effectively and efficiently
censored by the Allies after leaving the
States so it is possible that these were
dealt with when passing through
Montreal [3]. No sound evidence has yet
been found to show how this was done.

Censorship of transit mails passing
through Canada continued into the
spring of 1919.

[1] Steinhart, A. L., Civil censorship in

Canada during World War I

Toronto, Unitrade Press, 1986.

[2] Canada-US Postal Convention 1888,
Art 6.

[3] Fowler,  Prof.  Dorothy G
Unmailable, Congress and the Post
Office: University of Georgia, 1977,
p. 118.

[4] US House report 1473, 65 Congress,
3rd Session.
also Mock, J. R., Censorship 1917,
pp. 62-65. Paxson (ed), America at
War: Boston; Houghton Mifflin
1939.
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From Shadning fu (Si ning fu), China to Boston, Mass. and

examined by Censor 341.
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UK to California, USA. Possibly landed at Halifax and censored there using British
label with original number removed and manuscript C 1046 entered in blue crayon.

1997 CONVENTION AUCTION

The 1997 Auction will be held on Saturday, 13 September, 1997
at the Crown Hotel, Harrogate.

L

All lots should be sent to Brian Stalker, Glaramara, Upper Bryn Coch, Mold,
Clwyd CH7 1PU to arrive not later than 31 March, 1997. Only BNA material
is acceptable and lots should be accompanied by a brief description and
estimate. Any reserve should be clearly stated. Single stamps and small lots
should be mounted on card. No responsibility can be accepted for loosely
mounted or badly packed material.

Commission on sales will be charged to the vendor at 15% with a minimum
charge of £1 per lot sold. Unsold lots will be charged to the owner at 50p per
lot. There is still no buyer's premium.

Maple Leaves January 1997 9




FOR OVER SEVENTY YEARS THE NAME

MARESCH

HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR

QUALITY
INTEGRITY

THERE IS ALWAYS A PUBLIC AUCTION WITH

STRENGTH IN CANADA AND PROVINCES,

EITHER IN PREPARATION OR TAKING PLACE

SOON. WE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO SEND

YOU A SAMPLE CATALOGUE, OR DISCUSS

SELLING YOUR TREASURES IN ONE OF
OUR SALES.

r. maresch & son ceaersin

330 BAY ST., SUITE 703, TORONTQO, ONTARIC, ;I.II\\IIECE':Q&I:ILPS
CANADA M5H 288 (418) 363-7777
FAX: 416-363-65M

10 January 1997 Maple Leaves
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POSTAL HISTORY PUZZLES -

SOLVED & UNSOLVED (2)
Horace W. Harrison, FCPS

D

Figure 1

Rarely from Ontario or Quebec, and
infrequently from Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick or Prince Edward Island, one
comes across a registered cover with no
Post Office registry marks on it at all. Its
status as a registered cover is determined
by the rate paid by stamps and/or by the
docketing. Figure 1 illustrates such a
cover from Halifax, Nova Scotia to New
Glasgow. There is a manuscript
'Registered’ at the far left, and postage
for 3¢ plus a pair of 1¢ brown reds to
pay the 2¢ registry fee. It is interesting
to note that an old provincial circular
date stamp was used to cancel the
stamps, augmented by a pen cancel to
make sure the stamps would not be re-
used.

There is no handstamp
'REGISTERED/LETTER No. ___ " with

Maple Leaves

anumber filled in, no backstamps of any
sort, either of the originating Post Office
at Halifax (a PO Division
Headquarters), nor any receiving
backstamps at New Glasgow. How
could this be a registered letter, lacking
most of the postal indicators usually
associated with registered mail?

The explanation is found in Figure 2,
which is a typical green Registered
Letter wrapper used throughout the
Maritimes during the Provincial period,
and occasionally after Confederation
under the Dominion Post Office Act of
1867, which went into effect on 1 April,
1868. The letter shown in Figure 1 must
have been forwarded to New Glasgow in
such a wrapper, to which intermediate
and final destination c.d.s. and
registered letter numbers were applied.

January 1997 11
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Figure 2

The green wrapper illustrated was
used at Halifax, 17 January, 1871 and
backstamped at Montreal on 20 January.

It has Registered Letter No. 3665
applied at Halifax and 4477 applied at
Montreal.

This hobby of ours is not just a matter of careful examination of old bits of paper,
it's about nostalgia too . . .

THE AIRGRAPH SERVICE - A POSTSCRIPT
Dr John Gatecliff

Airgraph Ltd was formed by Imperial
Airways, together with Eastman Kodak
and Pan American Airways, to develop
a system using micro film. One roll of
film carried 55,000 airgraphs. This was
demonstrated in the UK in 1938.

Following the article in the June
issue, Michael Wedgwood wrote to say
that 'Sammy' Middlebrook, as he was
known to the boys and staff, was the
Head of the History Department at
Newcastle Royal Grammar School. He
was the author of 'The History of
Newcastle-on-Tyne. The school was
evacuated to Penrith during the War.

Then, from Vancouver, Ken Barlow

2 January 1997
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wrote to say that he too was a pupil at
Penrith Grammar School in 1942.

"We had to share accommodation to
some extent. We attended the school
buildings in the mornings — an extra
long time — while they (Newcastle G.S.)
used the space in the afternoons. We, of
course, could use the playing fields etc.
in the afternoons. They also used
facilities scattered around the town, one
of which was the Wordsworth Street
Methodist Church, used as the address
on the airgraph. It would appear to have
been written by one of the older scholars
who had joined the RAF and, like
myself, was shunted off to Canada to
train."

Maple Leaves
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THE MISSING LINK
The Yellow Peril

When a friend enthusiastically
explained to me the benefits of being a
member of the Capex '96 Beaver Club
and proposed that we both sign up
together, I declined. My plan was to
spend only one afternoon at the big
show to meet a few out-of-town friends.
I try to avoid crowds and long line-ups.
Much to my surprise there was neither.
Another surprise was the half-price
admission for seniors. This 50% saving
enabled me to attend Capex a second
time.

The highlight of the afternoon was
the first-time meeting of member, Joe
Smith 'Sin Shang' of Rocky Mountain
House, Alberta. Unlike any other
member, Joe speaks my lingo —
Cantonese. The hello-handshake lasted
for about a minute and a half.

The first time I spoke with the Sin
Shang was in November 1985. He heard
that I had attended the Carstairs sale and
rang to ask if I had acquired anything
that he could be interested in. There was
nothing, of course. Since then we have
exchanged five letters. I even found a
few Jubilee precancels for him.

The second afternoon was spent
kibitzing with Miss Alison about night
life in the Big Apple and chatting with
her brother, Keith Harmer. We spoke
about the tremendous demand for
philatelic literature and about the market
for foreign stamps. The chat convinced
me to sell a sideline collection which I
had not looked at in twenty years. The
prospects of selling the stamps and a
complimentary pass were enough
incentive to make one more visit to
Capex.

Maple Leaves

My third and final trip was much
more productive — I delivered the
collection to H. R. Harmer Inc., bought
a stamp for my collection and recruited
a new member. After that
accomplishment I headed for home.

While waiting for my ride, the Sin
Shang approached me again. He wasted
no time telling me about how his great
uncle took a voluntary reduction in rank
from sergeant to private to qualify for
service with the Canadian
Expeditionary Force in Siberia. He was
there from October 1918 to August 1919
and while in Russia, he wrote home
frequently. The Sin Shang had been
trying for many years to round up the
entire correspondence. He needed only
one piece for completion and he was
convinced that someone had to have it. |
listened politely and after the lecture I
suggested that he try some of the bigger
dealers (I am 5'2").

As T left the Convention Centre |
wondered why the Sin Shang would
spend ten minutes telling me about
Siberian covers. After having been a
career soldier the last thing I would be
interested in is military postal history, I
don't know anything about it other than
the high prices realised at auction, and I
don't have any covers (I did have a few
when I first started in on the dealing
game but a very seasoned dealer took
advantage of my naivety!).

A few weeks after that conversation,
it suddenly dawned upon me that I still
have an exhibition collection that
represents a cross section of my
collecting interests. I had put it together
for the 1990 Chesterfield Convention to
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which I was unable to travel . . . It was
time to refresh my memory of what I
had assembled. The 120-page display
consists of everything from stampless to
revenues to cinderellas. Included are
three pages of military covers that had
completely slipped my mind — two Boer
War, two impressive items that I like but

know nothing about and a couple of

Siberian post cards. I promptly photo-
copied the two Siberian jobs to Rocky
Mountain  House. A 30-minute
telephone call resulted!

The cards are indeed the missing
link and then some. How, when and
where I got them, I cannot even guess.
The conversation ended by my telling
the Sin Shang that I would be willing to

transfer the custody of the cards to him
if he would consider a slight
honorarium, and promise to submit the
complete story of the 'Smith" Siberian
Expeditionary Force correspondence to
our editor. The Sin Shang concurred but
he will not be able to write the story
until after his return from Tientsin in
December '96.

I should have insisted that, in
addition to my terms, he exhibit the
covers at one of our conventions.

Editor's note:

'Sin  Shang' is the equivalent to
'‘Monsieur' and in Chinese culture, the
title follows the name.

Collectors

Wide scope of cover including
Accidental Damage

Exhibitions anywhere in the world
Stamp Exchange Clubs

Transits

WARDROP

& Co LIMITED

Specialists in Philatelic insurance for more than 50 years

Societies (including your own)

Please write for a prospectus/proposal PO BOX 772 Coggeshall Essex CO6 IlUW

Study Circles

Standard Premiums per £1000
£3.75 for UK cover

£2.50 for Normal bank cover
£1.25 for bank only cover
Minimum premium £15.00

14 January 1997
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'R's' ABOUT FACE?
David Sessions, FRPSL, FCPS

So I was idly riffling through the
dealer's batch of Canadian covers, more
in hope than expectation, when a fine
looking strike of the PRESCOTT fancy
cancellation (D&S 341; Jarrett 364)
passed swiftly by. I don't collect fancy
cancels but it was a nice looking cover
so I flipped back and had another look.
And another . . .

Something was not quite right, the
letter 'R' seemed to be reversed though,
as it fell on the perforations of the 3¢
SQ, it was not immediately obvious. |
clearly remembered seeing the
illustration in the Fancy Cancel
Handbook, but could not recall any
reference to a reversed 'R'. Being a man
of wild impulse (well, just occasionally)
I bought the cover so that I could check
it out.

The Handbook indicates use in
1880, but makes no reference to any

varieties. It will be seen that the cover is
dated 27 August, 1884. Since acquiring
the cover I have seen a 'normal' example
dated 10 September, 1883, but nothing
closer to my cover than that.

Fancy cancel enthusiast, Dave
Lacelle, was not aware of the variety; it
is odd that no other copy seems to have
surfaced in more than 100 years. Dave
was able to confirm use of the 'normal'
handstamp from November 1882 to
August 1888. Clarity of later strikes
suggests the handstamp was cleaned on
more than one occasion.

The questions start to crowd in:

. Were the letters removable so that the
negative 'R' (which would produce a
positive impression) was erroneously
replaced by a 'positive’ R and quickly
corrected?

2.Was a new canceller created, due to

wear of the existing one? Was this the

—
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new canceller and, the error having
been spotted, was it quickly replaced?
.Does anyone have another example?
.Is it just an optical illusion caused by
the perforations? The cover was
shown around at Convention, in Perth,
a majority was of the opinion that the
‘R' was indeed reversed, but there
were one or two doubters.

Help needed:

.Reports of examples of the
PRESCOTT handstamp between 10
i September, 1883 and 27 August,
‘ 1884.
.Reports  of
PRESCOTT
August, 1884.

(8]

the
27

of
after

examples
handstamp
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REGULAR PUBLIC AUCTIONS
AT DERBY

POSTAL HISTORY

PROOFS & SPECIMENS
POSTMARKS/CANCELLATIONS
RAILWAY P.O’s

POST CARDS

COLLECTIONS & MIXED LOTS

YOUR CONSIGNMENTS ARE
WELCOMED FOR OUR SALES.
NEXT SPECIALISED B.N.A.
AUCTION
DECEMBER 1994

AVX\VAVAVAVAVAVAVAY’A\Y/AVAVAVAVAVAVM

In each case a photocopy would be
welcomed as [ should like to establish, if
possible, whether the post 27 August
markings are made by the same
handstamp as the pre 27 August
markings. The September 1883 example
seen appeared to be in good shape and
the impression of the mark under review
suggests that the handstamp was of steel
rather than rubber or other readily
degradable material.

References:

1. (D&S) 'Canadian Fancy Cancellations
of the Nineteenth Century', K. M.
Day & E. A. Smythies, 1973.
(Jarrett) 'Stamps of British North
America’, F. Jarrett, 1929.

2
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SITWELL STREET, DERBY DE1 2JP

TELEPHONE: (0332) 346753

FAX: (0332) 294440
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Some years ago, Stanley Cohen's 'Story of a Canadian Stamp Collection' was
published in 'Maple Leaves'. It was well received, as was an earlier series,
"Not So Much a Postage Stamp . . ." Letters still arrive, from time to time,

asking for more reminiscences. So, from a retirement hideaway in sunny Spain,
we present . ..

TALES OF THE UNEXPECTED
Stanley Cohen, FCPS

1. The Swiss Connection

It all happened at the height of my
Canada collecting days, some 35 years
ago. My wife and I had decided to spend
a 10-day holiday in Switzerland. We
flew to Geneva, then hired a car and
motored slowly north towards Zurich,
stopping wherever we fancied along the
way, which proved enjoyable and, in
May, the weather was splendid.

It is important in the context of this
true story that in those days a pound
sterling was worth 12 Swiss francs,
whereas today, one cannot even get two
francs for a pound, such is the sorry state
to which British currency has fallen. We
eventually reached Berne, the capital,
one day shortly after lunch and, as usual,
my wife decided to go shopping, whilst
I would explore the possibility of stamp
shops. We arranged to meet in the city's
central square some two hours later.

The centre of Berne was much
smaller than I had imagined, being
confined to a main street surrounded by
only a few side streets and, although I
have never been back since, I imagine
that it is much the same today. It had not
taken me long to wander through all
these streets and much to my
disappointment there was not a single
stamp shop in the whole of the place.
This I found unusual because there had
been several in all the other larger cities
like Geneva and Lausanne, although
none of them had anything at all in
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Canadian or even American stamps for
sale. They appeared to be exclusively
selling Swiss or nearby European
countries.

I wondered, if there were any local
collectors of Canada, how they could
possibly add anything to their
collections. These were the days prior to
the main auction houses and stamps
were usually bought from shops and
dealers.

I was wandering slowly back along
the main street when I happened to
notice high up and overhanging the
street, a well-known logo, being the
colourful sign of Zumstein, the famous
catalogue people. For want of
something better to do, I found the small
entrance to the office block, opened the
door, which led to a small wooden
stairway. I climbed up and two floors
higher, I saw the same Zumstein sign on
the glass door of an office. I opened it
and entered a small elongated room,
around which I noticed glass cases with
sets of modern Swiss stamps priced for
sale.

Facing the door, behind a large desk
sat an elderly man. He looked up at me
quizzically, giving the impression that
any visitor from the street was a highly
unexpected event. I approached and
asked him if he had any Canadian
stamps for sale. He shook his head, and,
in impeccable English, told me that he
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had none at all. I thanked him profusely,
apologising for the intrusion, and made
for the door. I had opened it, and was
about to descend the stairway when he
called after me.

"Wait", he called, "maybe I do have
something for you."

I returned to the office, waiting
expectantly. I wondered what he could
have found. He had gone over to the far
end of the narrow office and was
kneeling beside a strong steel safe,
which he seemed to have trouble in
opening. After finally managing to open
it, he rummaged around for several
minutes, clearly anxious to find
something. Then with a triumphant
shout he stood up, having pulled out of
the safe a black card, which he handed
to me.

It was one of those continental-style
thick cards with a strong cellophane
cover. On the card were further
cellophane strips, into which had been
placed four lovely pristine mint corner
marginal blocks of four of a type of
Canadian Revenue stamp [ had never
seen before. They were multi-coloured
and had large central portraits of the
elderly Queen Victoria, very similar in
design to the familiar-to-me Widow's
Weeds 1893 stamps, but larger and with
the words 'Bill Stamp' instead of
'Postage’ inscribed over the portrait. [
recall that each block was of a different
high dollar denomination, whilst one
had a printer's imprint in the lower
corner and another had a Plate No. 2.

In those days, I had no knowledge
whatsoever of Canadian Revenue
stamps, nor did 1 know a single person
who collected them. Lovely as they
looked, they were not of the slightest
interest to me.

18 January 1997
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So I handed the card back to the man
and explained that unfortunately these
were not postage stamps but some kind
of Canadian Revenue stamps, which I
did not collect.

He nodded his head. "I know that
they are not postage stamps", he
confirmed, "because they are not in the
catalogue."

Once again, I prepared to-leave and
had again reached the office door, when
he called me back for the second time.

"Look", he said, "are these stamps
not worth 10 francs to you?"

Now, as | mentioned earlier, 10
francs was then worth something a little
less than £1. It was very little money
indeed.

"Why, yes, of course", I told him, "I
will certainly pay you 10 francs for
them. They will be a souvenir of my
visit to Berne."

With that I felt in my pocket and
extracted the smallest note that I had. I
recall that it was a small pink 10-franc
note, which I handed to him. What kind
of souvenir could one get anyway for
less than £17

He even wrapped up the card for me
and I wandered back to the square with
it, waiting for my wife. When she
arrived we ordered coffee and pastries.
She seemed to be delighted with her
purchase of a pair of shoes for 80 francs,
and asked me what [ had spent. I told her
10 francs and, laughingly, she said that
the coffee and cakes would cost me
more than that. She was right.

Once back home in England, on
unpacking, I found the card of Revenue

Maple Leaves
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stamps and, with hardly a glance, I
placed them in some drawer and
promptly forgot all about them. They
might still be lying there to this day had
there not been a most extraordinary
sequel to the story.

The sequel

Around this time, I was busily
corresponding with many fellow
collectors in Canada, exchanging and
adding to my collection. I was heavily
into the 1868 Large Queens and
postmarks. I had long since discovered
that few collectors ever wanted to sell
items that I needed from their
collections but they would be happy to
exchange for anything in their particular
field. Accordingly I kept an assortment
of all kinds of items which I did not
myself collect, but which others might
and I could tell many a tale of how
useful such oddities as military mail,
Express Delivery and even Tannu Touva
had been in my quest.

However, perhaps the oddest
arrangement of all was the one that I had
with my good friend Arnold Banfield of
Oakville, Ontario. His sole collecting
interest consisted of the 10 cents 1859
Prince Consort, of which stamp he could
never get sufficient for his researches
into the many printing orders. So he had
commissioned me to scour London and
Europe with orders to buy or secure
every single copy of the stamp
whatsoever its condition. In return, as he
was a traveller, he would find Large
Queens for me from all the provinces,
although I was a little more fussy over
what I wanted than he was. It was an
extremely satisfactory arrangement. At
first we would keep notes of our
expenditures and offset one against the
other, but no money at all actually
changed hands. At the end of each year,
one or other of us had either a credit or
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debit balance but, by and large, these
balances were very small and were
carried forward indefinitely. The beauty
of it was partly because at that time I
had not the slightest interest in his 1859
issue and he had no interest in my 1868
issue so that we were never tempted to
keep any of our discoveries ourselves.

The years passed by and one day I
received a letter from Arnold in which
he told me that he had discovered a
doctor living nearby who had the most
amazing collection of stamps, all housed
in a vast assortment of packets, amongst
which he had noticed large quantities of
Large Queens. He had tried to buy these
for me, but the man was not interested in
selling nor, in fact, did he collect them.
They had been handed down to him by
his parents. Arnold had paid him three
visits but still could not persuade the
doctor to part with them. The man did,
however, collect what Arnold
considered to be worthless trivia such as
Customs Duty Stamps, Duck Stamps
and other non-philatelic oddities.
Arnold had ended his letter by asking if
I had any such to possibly send him in
exchange for a few of his Large Queens
but presumed that I had not.

When I received this letter, I pulled
out my oddities stock book and did in
fact find a few Customs Duty stamps, of
really no value and a few Excise stamps
that I had extracted from schoolboy
collections over the years, but they were
pitifully small fry and I would never
have had the nerve to offer them in
exchange for even one common 3 cents
Large Queen.

Then, quite suddenly, I remembered
them. What about that card of large QV
Bill stamps that I had bought for a song
in Switzerland? They might be worth a
few Large Queens to this man. But, what
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had I done with them? I searched and
searched. I spent hours looking for them
and could not find them, until eventually
at the bottom of a little used drawer, I
found them.

Casting aside the few pitiful used
Customs Duty stamps, 1 sent the whole
card off to Arnold and wrote to him to
see if the man might like to have them
for a few Large Queens which perhaps
Arnold could negotiate for me. I told
Arnold I had no idea what the stamps
were or even if they were worth
anything at all, but it would do no harm
to try.

The post to and from Canada was
always slow even by airmail, and 1 had
not given the matter a moment's more
thought when, some three weeks later, a
quite large airmail parcel arrived with
Arnold's name on the back as the sender.
This quite surprised me as I could not
imagine receiving anything much larger
than a letter from him.

The letter with the package was
much more surprising. It appears that
on receipt of my card of Bill stamps,
Arnold had gone once more round to see
the doctor, mainly to find out if these
stamps were of interest to him. What
happened then was described in some
depth by Arnold in his letter. The man
had taken one look at the stamps and
had almost collapsed with excitement. "I
must have these! Where did you get
them?" he shouted. "This is the Imprint
copy that has not yet been recorded, and
this is the dollar value we thought
existed but had not yet been verified as
existing."

He was so excited that Arnold, who
was a very shrewd trader, knew that he
could strike a hard bargain this time.
Arnold had summed up the situation in a
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flash. Now he could get his own back on
this hard doctor.

"Oh, they are not for sale", Arnold
told him casually.

"What do you mean, they are not for
sale?" the other man screamed. "Why
have you brought them to me?"

"I just wanted your opinion on
them", Arnold told him, "in any case
when [ wanted to buy your Large
Queens you would not sell them to me."

"Large Queens! Large Queens!
What do you mean, Large Queens?" The
man had stormed across to his bureau,
and suddenly produced packet upon
packet of stamps . . . all Large Queens .
.. far more than Arnold had seen on his
previous visits. Still piling them up, he
handed the whole lot over to Arnold.
"Here, take all my Large Queens . . . I
want that card for them!"

Arnold could not believe his good
luck and hurried away with his haul.
Excitedly he had parcelled the whole lot
and sent them to me. Not a bad
exchange, eh? he queried to me in his
letter.

In wonderment I began opening up
the dozens of packages . . . there were
literally hundreds of each value . . .
including more 1 cent Orange and
Yellows than I had ever seen and, even
in mixed condition, the sheer quantities
were unbelievable. 1 paused for a
moment, and anyone present might have
seen my broad grin, as I contemplated
that the whole lot had cost me less than
a pound.

Maple Leaves
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BOOK REVIEW

YUKON AIRWAYS AND
EXPLORATION CO. LTD. Bill
Topping, FRPSL; Topping Books, 1996.
80pp (8.25" x 11") soft bound; $25CAN
from the author.

Yukon Airways, incorporated in
May, 1927, took to the air in October
1927 and folded two years later, when
both its aircraft crashed in November,
1929. In those two years the company
made its mark among airlines authorised
to carry mail and issue their own 'semi-
official airmail stamps.

Bearing in mind the company's area
of operation, the Yukon, and the fragile
state of aeronautics at that time, it is
hardly surprising that the mail flights
were irregular and relatively few in
number. Despite this, the author put
together a fine display at CAPEX 96,
which earned a vermeil medal; no mean
achievement in the light of the relative
paucity of material.

Careful reading of the book will
show how it was done. Based on the
pioneering work of Lloyd Banner in the
1950s and early 60s, Bill has pieced
together the story of those two turbulent
years. In doing so he has added much
new information. All the flights are
detailed and we meet the intrepid
characters who actually flew the planes;
where possible the amount of mail
carried on the various flights is also
logged. Almost as important are the
flights that were not made; students of
the era will need to refer to this book to
'‘prove' their covers, as a number were
prepared and never flown. Some
apparently commercial mail also did not
take to the skies, despite a cover's prima
facie evidence that it did.

Maple Leaves

The single 25¢ stamp that was
issued by the company is examined in
detail and the so-called 'colour trials' are
firmly put in their place as fraudulent
items. Your reviewer is not at one with
the author on the subject of the reversed
die proofs on medium sized card (99mm
X 76mm) which are not mentioned in the
records. Ten such proofs on card, either
53mm x 27mm or 164mm x 103mm, are
mentioned. Bill is of the opinion that all
are genuine, my feeling is that the
proofs on medium sized card have too
much in common with the 'colour trials',
despite the constant dot under the 'R' of
'EXPLORATION' (not the 'O' as stated).

This slight difference of opinion in
no way detracts from a most thorough
and detailed examination of the brief
existence of a pioneer air mail company,
augmented by a number of clear
illustrations of both covers and stamps.

DFS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Wanted: Canadian Special Delivery
covers dated before 22 August, 1907, to
the following cities: Ottawa, Kingston,
Victoria, Vancouver, Brantford and
Fredericton. Covers should be clean and
the stamps sound. Details and price
please to Bob Bayes, Pemberton Plaza,
PO Box 34512, N. Vancouver, B.C.
Canada.

Wanted: Back issues of ‘Maple Leaves',
whole numbers 194, 215, 225, 228, 229,
230 & 233, any or all seven. Please state
number(s) available and price. R.
Thompson, 540 Buckland Avenue, #216,
Kelowna, BC, Canada, V1Y 5Z4.
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PUBLIC
AUCTIONS

CATALOGUE ON REQUEST

® AT LEAST FOUR MAJOR SALES A YEAR.
® WORLDWIDE BUT FEATURING CANADA.
® STAMPS, COVERS, PROOFS, COLLECTIONS AND LOTS.

PRIVATE TREATY - with our Worldwide clientele, we can
sell any property that s priced fairly in today’s market.

COLLECTIONS PURCHASED - Our interest is in better
Canadian collections of Postal History. Cancels and Pre 1950
stamps.

RETAIL STOCK - One of the largest stocks of British North
America.  Visit our Downtown Location or try our Approval

Service,

(OUR 35th YEAR)

JIM A. HENNOK LTD.

185 Queen St. East, Toronto, Ontario. Canada MSA 1S2.
(416) 363-7757
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THE JUBILEE CONVENTION
John Hillson, FCPS

In mid-September, 50 or so members,
many accompanied by their spouses,
converged on the Station Hotel, Perth
where, at the first meeting of the Society
after the War, its current name was
adopted. Overseas members included
South African John Wannerton FCPS,
Horace Harrison, FCPS from the States,
and from Canada, Wayne Curtis and Ivy,
Professor Harry Duckworth, FCPS and
Shirley, Past President of BNAPS, Ed.
Harris with Kay, current President Mike
Street and Carol, Bill Topping and
Marion, Jack Wallace and Bev and, on
their own, Leigh Hogg, the Yellow Peril,
Stan Lum, FCPS, and last but certainly
not least, David Whiteley.

The occasion is not only a philatelic
one; just as important, particularly for
the 'non-believers', are the social events
laid on. Those who took the trip to
Stirling Castle, overlooking the site of
the battle of Bannockburn where the
Scots won their independence from
those folk with funny accents who live
south of the border, or to St Andrews,
birthplace of one of Scotland's drier
exports, golf, enjoyed warm sunshine;
indeed the weather was kind throughout.
In the evenings, those who did not want
to attend the meetings could listen to a
talk on nearby Scone (pronounced
'SKOON")* Palace, and the following
evening our block booking of theatre
tickets was fully taken up.

Displays included an evening of
T.P.Os given by John Hannah, FCPS, a
philatelic history of Canada presented
by Alan Salmon, followed by Neil
Prior's 'The Yukon-Klondike Gold
Rush'. Another evening saw the 1967
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'Centennials' by Arthur Jones. With Bob
Bayes instructed by his doctor not to
travel, Bill Topping stepped into the
breach on Friday night with 'British
Columbia Coastal Mail'. John Gatecliff
chose the theme originally to be shown
by Bob Bayes for the final display,
namely 'Special Delivery', and he
expressed the hope, shared by all, that
Bob will soon be fit again, and that his
show to us is only postponed.

The final event was the Annual
Banquet and presentation of awards, details
of which are contained in the Secretary's
report on the 'Society News' pages.

The final distinction at the banquet
was the formal elevation of Tom
Almond to Fellow for services to the
Society over the past 17 years, during
which period he has held several posts.

Once again Convention proved to be
a great success. This was due in some
part to the large overseas contingent but,
as always, it is the work done behind the
scenes that puts the show on the road
and keeps it there. President Betty
Stephenson and her small band did us
proud and earned the thanks of all who
attended.

Our new President Frank Laycock
was duly installed at the end of the
evening when he announced the next
convention would be at the Crown
Hotel, Harrogate, Yorkshire from 10-13
September, 1997 and he hoped that we
would all be able to be there.

*Editor’s note: What was all that about
funny accents?
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ADMIRAL ISSUE

ADVERTISING COVERS

AIRMAIL 8 FLIGHT COVERS

AIRMAIL STAMPS

ALBERTA POSTAL HISTORY
BOOKLETS & BOOKLET PANES
BRITISH COLUMBIA POSTAL HISTORY
CENTENNIAL (1967} ISSUE
CINDERELLA MATERIAL

DEAD LETTER OFFICE

DISASTER COVERS

DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS

EDWARD VIl ISSUE

EXHIBITION & FAIR COVERS

FANCY NUMERAL & SPECIALTY CANCELLATIONS
1859 FIRST CENTS ISSUE

FIRST DAY COVERS

FLAG CANCELLATIONS

FOREIGN COVERS

FORGERIES

INTERNATIONAL MACHINE CANCELLATIONS
JUBILEE ISSUE

LARGE QUEEN ISSUE

LEGISLATIVE MARKINGS
LITERATURE

MANITOBA POSTAL HISTORY

MAP (1898 ISSUE

MAPLE LEAF ISSUE

MILITARY POSTAL HISTORY

MOON MOTO & POCON CANCELLATIONS
NASCOPIE POSTAL HISTORY

NEW BRUNSWICK POSTAL HISTORY
NEW BRUNSWICK STAMPS
NEWFOUNDLAND POSTAL HISTORY
NEWFOUNDLAND STAMPS

NWT POSTAL HISTORY

NOVA SCOTIA POSTAL HISTORY
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Robert A. Lee Philatelist

CANADA and B.N.A. AUCTIONS

OUR AUCTIONS REGULARLY CONTAIN
SOME 2000 LOTS

INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES

CALL OR WRITE TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR CATALOGUE

‘\%t/ LMO% PHILATELIST LTD

members APS BNAPS . CSDA ARPSC.PTS

203-1139 Sutherland Ave., Kelowna, B.C., V1Y 5Y2 e Phone (604) 861-1106
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Ltd.

presents

NUMERAL ISSUE

OFFICIAL STAMPS

OFFICIALLY SEALED STAMPS
OHMS PERFINS

ONTARIO POSTAL HISTORY
PATRIOTIC COVERS 8 POSTCARDS
PENCE ISSUES

PERFINS (PRIVATE,

PLATE BLOCKS

POSTAGE DUE ISSUES

POSTAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
POSTAL STATIONERY
PRECANCELS

P E I POSTAL HISTORY

PROOFS

QUEBEC POSTAL HISTORY
QUEBEC TERCENTENARY
RAILROAD POST OFFICES

RATE COVERS

REGISTERED COVERS
REGISTRATION STAMPS
REVENUES

ROYAL TRAINS COVERS
SASKATCHEWAN POSTAL HISTORY
SEMI OFFICIAL AIRMAILS

SHIP CANCELLATIONS MARKINGS & VIEWCARDS
SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS

SMALL QUEEN ISSUE

SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS
SPECIMEN OVERPRINTS
SQUARED CIRCLES

STAMP COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
STAMPLESS COVERS

VARIETIES

VIEWCARDS

WAR TAX STAMPS

YUKON POSTAL HISTORY
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A. Ed Harris from Calgary, won Class 1
and took the Members' Trophy.

B. Horace Harrison brought bonhomie
from the US of A.

C. David Whiteley with the Aikens Trophy
and the President.

D. The splendid Jubilee cake.

E. John Hillson (standing) introduced new
Fellow, Tom Almond.

F. President Betty
Stephenson gets a helping
hand from Fellow Geoff
Manton for the cake-
Cum’ng ceremony.
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An opportunity to see what some of the shadowy committee looks like: L to R. At rear —
John Gatecliff, Frank Laycock, Colin Banfield, Tom Almond, Arthur Jones, Jim
McLaren, Ged Taylor, Derrick Scoot, John Hillson. Front — David Sessions, Dorothy
Sanderson, Betty Stephenson and Neil Prior. Photo courtesy of John Gatecliff, as is 'D’
on the previous page. Photo 'C" comes courtesy of Lynda Schutt.

Postscript to the Letters Page:

THE 12d BLACK 'ESSAYS'

In reference to the article in the October
issue, members Salter and Reiche both
wrote to supply a copy of the relevant

pages of the Shanahan auction of

February 1959 (ref. p331). This was
apparently entitled 'Sale of the famous
Bertram Collection'. It contained a
number of proofs of the 12d, as well as
an issued stamp, but did not contain any
of the ‘artist's impressions'. It does
appear however that Dr Singer did
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handle at least some of the Burrus
collection.

Harry Sutherland wrote to point out
that five of the drawings, one of each
Pence stamp except the 6d, are currently
(October 1996) on offer via private
treaty. Amusingly, one of the !/2d
drawings, which incorporates 'VRI' in
the design in the Editor's photo file,
explains the initials 'Victoria Regina 1st'!

Maple Leaves
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

John Milks
'KIPIEGUN' REVEALED

Referring to Lynda Schutt's letter in the
April issue, the following information
is given in the 'Dominion of Canada,
Official Postal Guide, 1899'".

Name of Post Office: Kipiegun
Township or Parish: Sec 16, Tp 15, R
4,E 1st M

Electoral District: Selkirk, M(anitoba)
Name of Postmaster: G. T. Sutherland.
The abbreviations for "Township' were
not enlarged upon in the postal guide.

I imagine the post office no longer
exists, at least under the name
'Kipiegun'. The reason for saying this is
that obscure southern Ontario post
offices listed at that time have been
erased from any map that I have seen.

Kinsmore, a post office in the
electoral district of Brandon, Man.

must not be too far away from
Kipiegun as it is listed:

Township or parish: Sec 16, Tp12, R
24, W of 1st M

Electoral district: Brandon M

Name of postmaster: John McLaren.

Leigh Hogg
STAMPS THAT WEREN'T

With regard to the references to Lady
Minto's Fete in ML 257/8/9, I enclose
an illustration of a unique? sheet of the
engraved die proofs of the stamps
which were actually printed by
lithography. The first two columns are
progressive die proofs of the portrait
and frame of the 4 Annas, columns 3
and 4 the completed designs and
column 5 the complete design of the 1
Rupee Map, each in green, black and
brown.

Die proofs of the stamps that weren't.

Maple Leaves

Hlustration courtesy of Stanley Gibbons Ltd.
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Arthur Jones
KINGSTON SLOGANS

In Perth I was given various bits of
information concerning my Centennial
display — particularly where I had got it
wrong! However, there was nothing
forthcoming on the Kingston slogans. I
am an innocent on the subject, but it
does seem strange that there appears to
be the same size piece missing from the
top left corner of the slogan panel in
each of the slogans illustrated above.
One is 1972 and the other two are the
same slogan in 1974%* except that one
has an inverted dater. Does somebody,

somewhere have an explanation?

*Editor’s note:

Although the 1974 slogans have the
same text, they appear, from the
illustrations, to be different dies
according to the relative sizes of the
slogan box.

Doug Riendeau
ADMIRAL LATHEWORK
[lustrated is the reverse of an Admiral

registered cover which was offered as a
'lathework cover'. A bit disappointing

28 January 1997 Maple Leaves
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Getting in a lather over lathework.

to find that the lathework was used to
seal the envelope and didn't even
belong to the stamps on the front! This
raises the question: is this a lathework
cover or a cover with lathework? I
thought Admiral enthusiasts might like
to brood on the subject after bewailing
this unorthodox use of marginal
lathework, now so keenly sought.

Stanley Cohen
NUMERAL OBLITERATORS

Congratulations on a very fine
anniversary issue of Maple Leaves. The
article by the Duckworths, 'Numeral
Obliterators on the Large Queens', was
of particular interest to me as the
compiler of the original listing,
together with Horace Harrison, some
35 years ago.

However I was unable to find
anything at all new in this particular
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study, all of which we had then
recorded. Our findings were blindly
copied later by E. A. Smythies who,
with Dr Day, simply gave their own
Type numbers to our originals in their
book 'Fancy Cancellations'.

My own collection had cover
examples in it of Duckworth's
unidentified (still?) 2-ring numerals 17
and 20 also 8 and 42. All these were
acquired, I believe, by Jim Hennok in
Toronto, who undoubtedly will have
kept records (photos) showing their
post office sources.

Of all the 'fancy' numeral types, my
own most treasured were the ones
emanating from Paris with exquisite
'57" designs which, somewhat to my
amazement, are now referred to as
being 'crudely carved', which is just not
so, for all of them. My collection also
housed several covers of the rare 2-ring
4 of Watson's Corner, which formed no
part of the official 2-ring series.
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The intaglio '57'.

The main point I wish to make,
though, is that in my view it is wrong
to associate these numeral types with
the Large Queens. Apart from the
official 2-ring series, which happened
by chance to commence a year after the
issue of these stamps, they belonged
mainly to earlier or later periods. The
4-ring series, being introduced much
earlier, is found on the Pence issues
and more easily on the 1859 issue.
Indeed these are best collected on the
3d or 5¢ Beavers because the earlier
impressions give much clearer strikes,
whereas on the Large Queens the
obliterators tend to be ink clogged.

(See Duckworths' Fig. 3 for 4-Ring 29).

My collection of the 10¢ 1859
Consort had the complete set of 4-rings
with many on covers identifying the
issuing offices, whilst it was a carry
over of these that occurred on both the
Large Queens and, occasionally, the
Small Queens.

The 2-ring cancels are all to be
found on the Small Queens. My
collection was complete for all offices
on both Large and Small Queens but it
was indeed covers in the Small Queen
period that enabled several of the more
elusive numbers to be correctly
assigned to their offices of issue.

30 January 1997

Similarly, many of the Toronto
‘fancy' 2's and other designs continued
into the Small Queen era, where they
are just as readily collectable and often
much easier to find.

[ think that collectors should be
made more aware of this and not to try
to associate these fascinating postmarks
with a particular series of stamps that
happened to be in use in the short
period of 1868-1872, during which
time only some of the numeral
postmark types were introduced.

For those who do decide to limit
their numeral postmarks to the Large
Queens, it may be worth their noting
that any covers with the fancy types '8’
of Ottawa are all extremely rare, unlike
the Toronto fancy 2's or even the
Kingston 9's.

T. H. Salter
LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT

Mr Hillson's article, 'Treasure Trove',
prompted me to look at my one and
only 6¢ SQ on cover and, as near as |
can see, it seems to be 11.8 x 11.7 or
just under. Hope this is of interest.

Editor’s note:

The photostat accompanying Mr
Salter's letter shows an 18 July, 1873,
postmark which looked extremely
promising, so we passed the matter on
to the expert. John Hillson,
disappointingly, reports that the 6¢
stamp in question is the perf 11.75
version, common to first Ottawa
printings in 1872. John points out that
the rare version measures just under
11.6 down the side, rather than 11.7, so
we must all be very precise with our
measurements.

Maple Leaves
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17¢ Cartier — used as ‘postage due'?

Godfrey Townsend
VALUE ADDED

An auction lot purchased years ago
included the rather tatty cover
illustrated. It is from London to
Toronto in 1860 and the only postal
markings are a London '"W' departure
mark (A & H type 1239) and an
American charge mark 29", which is
deleted in manuscript.

A pristine 17¢ Cartier has been
applied on arrival in Canada but not
cancelled. Could this have been used as
a postage due to pay the rate for a
Transatlantic letter, via Cunard? Why
was the 29¢ charge applied, should it
not have been for a lower amount?
There are no backstamps and no
evidence of another stamp or mark
having been removed; it is a complete
envelope. Any suggestions would be
welcome.

Maple Leaves

Bob Bayes
TEN AND TEN

The Yellow Peril sought members'
comments on his article in the October
issue; the following may be of
assistance.

Prior to 1 January, 1923 special
delivery mail originating in Canada and
addressed to points outside the country,
e.g. USA, was not accepted for special
delivery service upon arrival.

Likewise special delivery stamps
used from other countries arriving in
Canada were not honoured.

As the illustration'" shows, the
covers were subject to a ten cents
postage due charge which corresponds
to the covers in Yellow Peril's article.
As the regulations quoted in this article
says, regarding registered mail, ". . . it
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US Special Delivery not accepted in Canada; 10¢ postage due charged (7 July
1911).1

may, if prepaid one rate be sent on to
its destination, subject to the collection
on delivery of the total deficiency as
regards postage and registration
charges'. These covers were not short
paid per se so the regulations allowed
them to go forward. Upon arrival
special delivery letters were sent out
with a messenger and the number
recorded in a book kept for that
purpose. In this case he probably
contacted the addressee with regards to
payment of the special delivery fee.
The Canadian special delivery stamp
was probably used to draw the attention
of the delivery messenger to the fact
that the fee had not been paid. Should
the addressee refuse to pay this fee the
letter would still go forward but only as
first class mail matter. The manuscript
serial numbers would seem to indicate
that they did in fact receive special
delivery treatment. They should also be
backstamped as regulations of this
period required.

The regulations as they affected
short paid mail at this time were:
foreign post (including British and
Colonial).

32 January 1997
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2. Prepayment on letters addressed
to the UPU countries is not
compulsory, but in case of non-
prepayment or insufficient prepayment,
the letters are stamped 'T' (representing
the word 'tax') at the despatching
exchange office, and go forward subject
to a charge of double the amount of the
deficient postage. This would, to my
mind, explain the difference in these
covers and the one illustrated in
Steinhart's book.

("The illustration is figure 97 in the
'CANADA SPECIAL DELIVERY'
handbook by G H Davis (Published by
the Unitrade Press, Toronto, 1991).

Neil Prior
ST. JACOBS

The cover illustrated, addressed to
America, carries a most unusual 'target’
type cancellation. The St. Jacobs, Ont.,
CDS, dated 7 March, 1918, may or
may not be a transit mark. There are no
marks at all on the reverse of the cover.

Maple Leaves
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I have not seen this mark before
and would appreciate any information
members may be able to supply. Was it
used in St. Jacobs?

R. A. Johnson
POSTAL HISTORY PUZZLES (1)

The India cover presented and
discussed by Horace Harrison in June
and the response by Malcolm
Montgomery in October 'Maple Leaves'
drove me to look up what evidence
there was, corroborating or otherwise,
from the India end.

A prime reference for this is Martin
and Blair, 'Overseas Letter Postage
From India 1854-1876' published by
Robson Lowe Ltd. in 1975. Perhaps the
most useful entry that I found there
was:

Maple Leaves

"W. G. Stitt Dibden's 'Postage Rates of
HM Forces 1795-1899" was written
from the UK aspect whereas Colonel
Martin (the original author) deals with
the subject from the Indian angle, hence
both works are complementary . . ."

I don't have access to this; but
perhaps some readers might.

As to the relevant Indian
regulations, there are the following
extracts:

"1789 Both Bengal and Madras
exempted all Privates or NCOs, Navy
or Army, King's or Company's from
ship letter payments and from
internal postage (my emphasis). The
earliest order yet found from
Bombay is 1820: 'Free' handstamps
were used in India from 1820 or
earlier.”

"1800 Madras extended the privilege
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of free inland postage, under the COs
signature, to all Native
Commissioned and Non-
Commissioned Officers, and Privates
in the Hon. Coy's. Marine and
Military service."

1837 These were confirmed by an
Act.

"11 October, 1854 Act XVII of 1854
did not mention Soldiers' Letters and
repealed the Act of 1837. Hence all
Soldiers and Seamen, both British
and Indian, lost free transit in India.
The Indians did not regain this right
until 1883."

"8 November, 1854 The Governor
General in Council ordered the
refund of any Indian postage levied
on European Soldiers Letters after 1
October on account of letters to and
from England and the Colonies."

Choice Classics!

Let us help you find that ELUSIVE CANADIAN RARITY!

"16 December, 1854. The Director
general of the Post Office clarified
the position. (Bombay Gazette 1855,
pl19).

"Soldiers' and Sailors' letters must
always be franked by the
Commanding Officers. For
transmission to England they cannot
be prepaid; for the Colonies or
Foreign Countries they must be
prepaid one penny or nine pies. Such
letters (under 4 oz weight) are not
liable to Indian Postage. Soldiers' and
Sailors' letters between Indian
Stations are liable to Indian Postage."

"16 August, 1855. Postage to the
United Kingdom could be prepaid
One Penny (9 pies) in cash.” (There
were no 9 pies stamps.).

"Officers' Letters: 1857-1869
The various rates given by S.D.

Modern Errors!

WoRlL DS s
RAIN EXHIBITIO|
- CONFERENC]
L€

Our Speciality...the Unusual!

Our current lllustrated Catalogue of CANADIAN & BNA stamps
featuring CHOICE CLASSICS through MODERN ERRORS & VARIETIES ﬁ:
FREE ON REQUEST!

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE

Internationally Recognized as a Leading Buyer of Canadian Errors and Varieties.

P.O. BOX 1870, SASKATOON, SASK., CANADA S7K 3S2.
TOLL FREE (North America only) 1-800-205-8814

MasterCang)

Tel: (306) 931-6633
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applied to Naval, Army or Royal
Marines Officers on board HM
Ships; foreign transit increased the
postage. The bags were made up on
board and no stamps other than
British could be used for
prepayment. They are therefore NOT
Indian, even if from an Indian port."

"The Mutiny 1857-58

Letters from Soldiers or Seamen to
their families in India were freed
from payment of Indian postage after
4 December, 1857, if not earlier.

Officers of the Army were also
exempt from 'forward postage', i.e.,
the redirection charge at Indian
Inland rates. In February 1859 they
were still exempt 'for the time being'.

At various times during the mutiny,
letters of Punjab, Bombay and
Madras native soldiers, when serving
outside their Province or
Presidencies, sent to and from their
families were free of Indian postage.”
Conclusion 1: Unless Stitt Dibden
indicates a lack of reciprocity in
charges, I think that we can safely
conclude from the above that the rate
charged on the cover in question did
not include any inland India charges.

From Mazundar's The Imperial Post
Offices of British India (1837-1914)
Volume I, published by Phila
Publications, Calcutta in 1990, I found
the following respecting registration:

"The Registration Post was first
introduced in Bombay Presidency on

1 November, 1849 by a postal notice
issued on 16 October, 1849 by PMG
Bombay. In Bengal it was established
at Calcutta GPO on 1 January, 1851
and, subsequently, Madras GPO
followed Bengal. The fee in all cases
was eight annas for each letter
registered. The Act XVII of 1854
introduced the present system of
registration of letters and parcels for
two separate posts, viz., the Imperial
Post and District Posts of Provincial
Governments."

"The registration fee of eight annas
per letter introduced from 1 January,
1851 was reduced on postal reform
of 1854 to the uniform rate of four
annas."

"The payment of registration fee by
means of postage stamps of four
annas was, however, introduced
under the Post Office Act, 1866."
(Since the earlier form of payment
was mandated before there were any
postage stamps and since the four
anna stamp was first issued as early
as October 1854, it is likely that this
was the practice long before this.)

Conclusion 2: Again, unless Stitt
Dibden indicates a lack of reciprocity, I
think that we are safe in assuming that
registration was possible for letters
from Canada going beyond London to
India without foreign transit.

Postscript: There were 12 pies to
the anna and 16 annas to the rupee; one
rupee was the equivalent of two
shillings sterling. Thus, until the late
1850s, 8 pies was equivalent to 1d and
4 annas to 6d.

THE EXCHANGE PACKET AND COVERMART MANAGERS ARE ALWAYS
SEEKING NEW MATERIAL. HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED YET?

Maple Leaves
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SOCIETY NEWS

FROM THE PRESIDENT

I have been attending CPS Conventions
almost without fail for the last 30 years
and every year I am impressed by the
hard work and dedication of all the
officers of the Society. I have never
known a Convention which was not a
great success and certainly our 50th
Anniversary in Perth was no exception
and we are all indebted to Betty
Stephenson  for  her  wonderful
organisation.

It was particularly gratifying to see
so many of our friends from North
America and other far flung outposts,
who travel to the CPS of GB in ever
increasing numbers.

After Perth, Pat and I decided to
extend our holiday and went to Portree
in the Isle of Skye where we visited the
award-winning Aros Heritage Centre.
Amongst the story of the history of Skye
there was a marvellous mock-up of the
ship which took so many islanders from
Portree to Portland in 1854. How brave
they were when most knew they would
never see their loved ones again.

It has been my good fortune to
recently 'write up' a number of covers
from these carly settlers who had then
made their way to Oshawa and wrote
home to Skye to tell of their exploits.
This brought home to me most forcibly
the importance of the posts and the need
to communicate. Our hobby is a
constant testimony to the skills, hard
work and endeavours of our ancestors.

The provisional programme for the
Harrogate Convention in September
includes: The First Decimal Issue' — L.
Warren; 'Money Letters' — H. Harrison;
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'Newfoundland — The Decimal Issue'— W.
Lea; 'Fakes & Forgeries II' — D. Sessions;
'Street Cancellations' — C. Hollingsworth;
'1897 Jubilee Issue' — C. Banfield. On the
social side, visits to Harewood House and
the National Armoury Museum are
planned. A more detailed programme will
appear in the April issue along with
booking forms. Meanwhile please enter
the dates 10-13 September in your brand
new 1997 diaries.

During the coming year I do hope
that I shall have the opportunity of
meeting many of you again. By the time
you read this I shall have given my first
display to the London section, on 16
December.

FROM THE SECRETARY
The following is a summary of the main
points from the 1996 AGM at Perth.
Copies of the minutes and the accounts
are available from the Secretary.

President Betty Stephenson
welcomed those present and she thanked
those who had helped to run the
Convention. Members observed a
minute's silence in memory of G W
Frampton, R P Hedley, C A Parker and
A L Steinhart who had died during the
previous year.

Summaries of the Officers' reports
are as follows:

Chief Executive Arthur Jones — The
Society's Jubilee year appeared to find it
in good heart, but having difficulty in
maintaining its membership like so
many similar organisations.

Secretary Tom Almond — Membership
as at 14 August, 1996 had dropped by 5

Maple Leaves



to 455. The number of new members
recruited was the largest since 1991.
Stan Lum of Toronto won the
Recruitment Award. Members
Handbook stocks are low and a new
version will be produced next year. The
Society Rules will be included in the
new Handbook.

Subscription Manager John Gatecliff
— 107 members had not paid their
subscriptions at the end of 1995.
Reminder letters were sent out in
January and February and 11 members
were eventually removed from the rolls.
Sales of Maple Leaves realised over
£70. Wayne Curtis was thanked for
collecting BNA subscriptions so
efficiently.

Librarian Colin Banfield — Only seven
books were borrowed during the year,
reflecting the fact that members are
buying their own reference books.

Editor David Sessions — Maple Leaves
received a Small Silver Gilt award at
Stampex 1996. The regular contributors
have continued to serve the Society
well. Contributions of articles and short
pieces are always welcome. Members
were reminded that they can place two
classified advertisements each year
without charge.

Packet Secretary Hugh Johnson — The
past year has been very successful with
seven circuits operating; 16 packets
have been circulated and sales have been
good. There are plans to start a
Precancel Circuit shortly.

Covermart Secretary Malcolm Jones
— This has been another successful year
with sales up 150%. Better items sell
well but the amount of work involved in
listing poor quality material is
disproportionate to the sales when

Maple Leaves

vendors' prices are unreasonable.

Handbooks Manager Derrick Scoot —
Book sales by post continue to decline,
but sales of binders continue at a steady
rate. Discussions are being held with
BNAPS to obtain a better, cheaper
service from their Book Department.

Advertising Manager Brian
Hargreaves — Income from display
advertisements has remained steady
over the year, but some regulars have
reduced their frequency. There has been
a slight increase in use of the classified
section.

Publicity Manager John Hillson — All
reports of local group activities that
were submitted were circulated to
Gibbons Stamp Monthly, Stamp
Magazine and ABPS News. Reports of
regional activities stimulate activity in
that area, therefore it is important that
local contact members submit reports of
their activities to the Publicity Manager.

Treasurer John Hillson - The
Treasurer presented his report and the
following proposals were approved by
the AGM:
£14 subscription for 1997/98 with a
£2 discount for payment before 1
January;
Life Membership to be increased
immediately to 20 times the annual
subscription with a concession of
50% for members over 65;
Unlimited Corporate Membership
not to be offered in the future.

The following nominations were
proposed, seconded and approved by the
meeting:

President Mr E. Laycock
Vice-President — 1997/98 Mr G. N. Prior
Vice-President — 1998/99 Mr L. Taylor
Secretary Mr T. E. Almond
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Treasurer Mr N. J. A. Hillson
Committee Member — Scotland
Miss A E Stephenson
Committee Member — North
Mr L D McConnell
Committee Member — South
Dr D Sanderson
Auditor Mr L Taylor
The officers appointed by the
Committee are listed inside the back
cover of Maple Leaves.

Colin  Banfield announced the
election of Tom Almond as a Fellow of
the Society. George Arfken was
awarded the Founders Trophy for his
research and articles on Postal History.

Mr Banfield reported that the
London Section has 13 members and
that it meets from October to May on the
third Monday of the month in his
London office.

Dorothy Sanderson reported that the
Wessex Group had met twice in the year
and that an attempt will be made to
reinvigorate it in the coming year.

Neil Prior reported that the South
West Group would continue its annual
meetings at the Bristol Federation
Convention in Portishead. These are
normally held on the second Sunday in
August.

Derrick Avery reported that the
Notts. and Derby Group was still active
but that the membership was widely
spread. New members of the Society do
not seem to want to be involved and
several have resigned from the Society.

John Hillson reported that the
Central and South West Scotland Group
had held two meetings at Crawford and
that a new member from Glasgow had
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recently joined the group.

The changes to the Rules and the
Competition Rules which had been
published in Maple Leaves were
accepted unanimously by the meeting.
(See Maple Leaves volume 24, pages
250 and 285 respectively for details of
the changes).

Frank Laycock, the incoming
President, reported that the 1997
Convention will take place at the Crown
Hotel, Harrogate, from 10 to 13
September.

The Secretary announced the
competition and trophy winners as
follows:

Class 1

Ist E A Harris

Pioneer Post Offices of the Prairies.
Awarded the Members Trophy.

Class 2

Ist  London Section

First Canadian Decimal Value Stamps
on a Range of Covers.

Class 3A

Ist C.G. Banfield

2¢ Registration Stamp. Awarded the
Stanley Godden Trophy.

2nd D. F. Sessions

Bogus Stamps of BNA.

Class 3B Certificate of Participation
J. W. T. Wannerton. Postmarks on
Admirals.

D. A. Avery. Canada's Most Unpopular
Stamp Issue.

Best Research Article in Maple
Leaves

D. H. Whiteley. Hudson's Bay Company
Ciphers. Awarded the Aikens Trophy.

Maple Leaves
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The Treasurer reported that the
Executive and the Committee had
discussed the financial effect of
accepting auction lots with low
estimates and they had concluded that
the Society should not bear the financial
loss from low value items in the
Auction. The following administrative
arrangements were agreed by the AGM:

The commission on sold lots will be
£1, or 15% of the hammer price if this
is greater;

A fee of 50p per unsold lot will be
collected from each vendor's total
realisation after commission has been
deducted.

LOCAL GROUPS

Both the London and South/Central
Scottish groups held their first meetings
of the new season recently. Londoners
were treated to displays, by seven
members, of new acquisitions ranging
from pre-stamp money letters, bulk mail
receipts, 1859s through to censored mail
and Centennials.

The Scots — and the Cumbrian
present — were treated to no fewer than
eight mini-displays of up to 32 sheets,
from QEII high value plate blocks to
1851 pence issues, and from revenues to
modern used. Much information was
exchanged and all present agreed the
afternoon had been highly successful.

Have you been in touch with your
local contact member yet — or with other
members living in your area — if you
haven't you are missing out?

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1997

Jan 20 London Group — Post Cards

Jan 22-26 STAMPEX, Business Design
Centre, Islington, 52 Upper Street,
London

Feb 17 London Group — Western

Maple Leaves

Canada

Mar 17 London Group — George V

Apr 21 London Group — Beaver Cup
Apr 24-27 STAMP '97, Wembley

May 19 London Group — AGM and
subjects, G, H, [ & J

Aug 28-30 BNAPEX '97, St John's,
Newfoundland

Sep 10-13 CPS of GB Convention,
Crown Hotel, Harrogate

Sep 17-21 STAMPEX, London, as
above

Sep 19-21 Royal Caltapex, Calgary,
Canada

International Exhibitions

1997

Apr 16-21 NORWEX '97, Oslo, Norway
May 29-Jun 8 PACIFIC '97, San
Francisco, USA

Oct 17-26 MOSCOW '97, Moscow,
Russia

Dec 5-14 INDIA '97, New Delhi, India

1998

May 12-21 ISRAEL '98, Tel Aviv

Jul 27-Aug 2 PORTUGAL '98, Lisbon
Sep 18-27 ITALY '98, Milan

Oct 20-25 ILSAPEX '98, Johannesburg,
S. Africa

1999

Apr 27-May 4 IBRA '99, Nurnberg,
Germany

Jun 26-Jul 4 PHILEXFRANCE '99,
PARIS

2000
May 22-28 STAMP SHOW 2000, Earl's
Court, London

Details of London Group from Colin
Banfield 0181 281 0442 (home) or 0171
407 3693 (office); Wessex Group details
from Dr Dorothy Sanderson 01794 523
924; S & C Scotland from John Hillson
01461 205656. Contact for West of
Scotland is Bill McVey 0141 637 6853.

January 1997 39



AMENDMENTS TO MEMBERSHIP
to 25 November, 1996

New Members

2740 Scott, David V., 64 Ipswich Street, Swindon, Wilts., SN2 1DB N, A
2741 Davis, John L. N.. Apartado 74. Gata De Gorgos, Alicante 03740, Spain C, U0
2742 Coates, W., Box 63064, University Plaza, Dundas, ON, Canada, L9H 4HO CR-CGC
2743 Robertson, 1., 101 Hay Avenue, Toronto, ON, Canada, M8Z 1G3 C.F
2744 Moss, Richard H., 27 Greenfields, Holbeach, Spalding, Lincs., PE12 7BJ c
2745 Clark, Dr Alexander M., PO Box 44, Pubnico, N.S., Canada, BOW 2W0 NS

2746 Miinchner Stadtbibliothek, Am Gasteig, Philatelistsche Bibliothek,
Rosenheimer Str. 5, 81667 Muenchen, Germany

2747 Rossiter, John R., 5 Susan Place, Barne, ON, Canada, L4N 5P3 RM
2748 Shadbolt, Brian. 30 Ruislip Road, Greenford, Middx., UB6 9ON C
Reinstated

1049 Horne, Brian, Suite 106, The Renoir, 9229 16th St-SW, Calgary, AB, Canada, T2V 5H3
Resigned

2170 Cooper, D. 1873 Gray, Ross D. 2362 Round, A. 2191 Stillions, C. A.
Deceased

2022 Russell, W. M. 1439 Steinhart, A. L.

Change of Address

2262 Bogie, Niall H. R., change postcode to 'EH16 6LY"

2252 Covert, Earle L., 349 Schooner Cove N.W., Calgary, AB, Canada, T3L 173
2307 Hughes, John W., The Lee', 56 Oak Street, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 9DY
1562 Kennedy, amend name to Ms Dee Kennedy

2486 Lacelle, D., delete initial 'F'

1846 Lazenby, N. B., insert Ashford between High Halden and Kent

2572 Lee, A. T., substitute '"ACT 2903 for 'ACT 1903'

2656 Library Of Congress, insert '101 Independence Avenue, S.E." before "Washington'
2125 Malefant, M. G., add '706 Main Street'

1453 Peatman, A. N., delete 'Saint John'

2022 Russell, change title to '"Mrs M. W.'

2517 Sheftfield, John, PO Box 81, Lambeth Station, London, ON, Canada, N6P 1P9
2511 Switt, J., 106, Smythe, Bowie, Texas, 76230, USA

1616 Taplin, J. H., change to West Sussex, RH19 1PW

1482 Taylor, Dr 1. W., change '60090" to '60090-6201'

2680 Ure, Donald A., add '48098" after 'USA’

2539 Wallace, John M., #802-670 Dallas Road, Victoria, B.C., Canada, V8V 1B7
2540 Wallace, Beverly J., #802-670 Dallas Road, Victoria, B.C., Canada, V8V 1B7
1809 Wheatley, C. W. R., add post code PO9 IRL

Revised Total 461
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THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
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TransAtlantic Mails Small Queens
Postal Stationery Railway Post Offices
Elizabethan Era Revenues

Airmails Flag Cancels
Military Mails Newfoundland

... and many more
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Jerome Jarnick, 108 Duncan Dr., Troy, MI 48098 USA
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HANDBOOKS FOR SALE
January 1997

Prices include inland postage unless otherwise stated

Opusculum Philatelic Research Foundation £25.50
Maple Leaves Binders New Stock £6.40
Slogan Postal Markings 1920-1930 £10.50
Slogan Postal Markings 1931-1940 £8.50
Slogan Postal Markings 1941-1953 £10.50
Slogan Postal Markings 1912-1953 £9.50
Mail by Rail Gillam £11.00
Postage Rates of North Atlantic Mails 1635-1867 Montgomery £19.00
The Canadian Postage Due Stamp Chung-Reiche £6.50
Territorial Saskatchewan. Westhaver-Thompson Collection Gray £21.00
Territorial Alberta. Westhaver-Thompson Collection Spencer £21.00
The Canadian Postal Acts & Post Offices 1878 Symonds £15.00
The Squared Circle Post Marks of Canada Moffat £28.00
Canadian Flag Cancels 1896-1919 Lingard £17.00
Catalogue of Canadian Official F.D.C.s Cool £4.75
Canadian Revenues. Vol. 2 Federal Inspection & Unemployment Zaluski £12.00
Canada Constant Pre-Cancel Varieties Reiche £5.00
A Large Queens Report Reiche £3.00
Manitoba Post Offices Robinson £5.00

SEE PREVIOUS MAPLE LEAVES
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The Bond Street Stamp Auctioneers since 1918
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EDITORIAL

Convention booking forms and com-
petition entry forms should accompany
this issue of ‘Maple Leaves’ A detailed
provisional programme will be found in
the ‘Society’ pages and early indications
are of a number of interesting lots in the
auction. Regulars will have marked up
their diaries already, other members are
urged to come along and join in the fun,
if only for a day. If the excitement gets
too intense there are always alternatives:
a stroll in Harrogate’s Valley Gardens or
tea and a bun in Betty’s Tea Room!

Our belated congratulations go to
member Dick Malott, who has been
appointed to the American Air Mail
Society’s Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame.
Dick has promoted aerophilately since
1950; he is a founder member of the
Canadian Aerophilatelic Society and
Editor of its Newsletter. His various
airmail collections have reaped awards
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at the highest international level and he
has written extensively on aerophilately
over the years. His latest project was to
co-ordinate a 500 page catalogue of
‘The Air Mails of Canada and New-
foundland; a task lasting more than four
years.

The march of progress has overtaken
our friends of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada who recently
announced the inauguration of their own
web site on the Internet. Interested
parties can log on by using the magic
formula http://www.interlog.com/~rpsc.

Speaking of progress, your Editor is
being dragged screaming and kicking
towards the 21st century. The household
now has access to the Internet so, whisper
it softly, the Editor can be contacted via
E-mail on Sessfam@ AOL.com.
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FOR OVER SEVENTY YEARS THE NAME

MARESCH

HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR

QUALITY
INTEGRITY

THERE 1S ALWAYS A PUBLIC AUCTION WITH

STRENGTH IN CANADA AND PROVINCES,

EITHER IN PREPARATION OR TAKING PLACE

SOON. WE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO SEND

YOU A SAMPLE CATALOGUE, OR DISCUSS

SELLING YOUR TREASURES IN ONE OF
OUR SALES.

r. maresch & son ceaersmn

330 BAY ST, SUITE 703, TORONTO, ONTARIQ, ;II:ECS':QQILPS
CANADA M5H 258 (416) 363-7777
FAX: 416-363-6851
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VICTORIA, B.C. FLAG

AUGUST 1901 - revisited
Bill Topping

In the April 1995 issue of Maple Leaves
I discussed the Victoria, British
Columbia, Provincial Exhibition flag
cancellation of 1901 and presented the
controversial position that it was
produced by a Bickerdike Mail
Marking Machine. The piece was
primarily written to stimulate thought
and discussion and, hopefully, to
produce a definitive statement as to how
the cancellation had been produced.
The interest and discussion came
quickly the definitive statement has yet
to be made.

Following publication, I received
letters from a number of very well
informed collectors with special
interests in and knowledge of machine
cancellations, flag cancellations and
other related specialty areas. I also
participated in a number of study group

meetings, as well as discussions with
individual collectors. During these
sessions all possible methods of
producing the flag cancellation were
discussed in detail and for the most part
all were ruled out. Most, but not all, of
those involved agreed that the marking
was not produced by any of the
following methods.

a rubber stamp,

a metal hand stamp,

a roller,

a rocker,

a rapid mail cancelling machine,
a hand drawing by a local artist.

L =

ON i

Thus, by the end of these
discussions it appeared that all possible
methods of production had been
eliminated.

EDWARDS
Ly L) Y VN O
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I was just about to give up the
search when, in connection with
another project, my attention was
directed to a 'French Dating Press'
marketed in England by Edwards &
Williams of Jewins Street, London.
Edwards & Williams was the supplier
of revenue 'handmarks' to the British
Government in the 1880s. In an
advertising circular dated July 1883 a
number of dating presses and endorsing
presses are shown. Much of the
equipment appears similar to the self-
inking dating equipment used by the
Post Oftice today. On the other hand the
'‘Endorsing Press' resembled a small
printing press and in the illustration
shows an envelope being endorsed. The
equipment was self-inking and, in the
price list, Model No. 5a was shown as
taking a die 32" by 1" and sold for
7/6d. This is the same size as the die
used to produce the Victoria flag
cancellation. Additional charges were
listed for engraving of dies and dating
equipment.

There is no record of this type of
equipment being used in Canada or the
United States but in the late 1890s there
were a number of companies attempting
to sell postmasters cancelling equip-
ment. In the late 1880s. equipment,
similar to the endorsing press, was used
in France to produce a few of the early
slogan postmarks. It is possible that the
Victoria flag cancellation of 1901 was
produced using an endorsing press, or
similar device, which was purchased by
the Victoria Exhibition Committee for
use in the Victoria Post Office on
selected mail. The press was designed
to take an engraved die as well as
changeable dates. The bed of the press
was large enough to take an envelope
but had no guide to hold the envelope in
a pre-set position. As a result. envelopes
could be placed on the bed of the press
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at differing angles and, unlike the rapid
cancelling machine, would produce
cancellations that were not parallel to
the top of the envelope. This would
explain ~ why the Victoria flag
cancellations are rarely parallel to the
top of the envelope, a problem that has
bothered students.

Let us assume that the equipment
was purchased by the Victoria
Exhibition Committee, in an attempt to
establish the Victoria Exhibition as the
only 'Provincial Exhibition, despite a
similar claim by the New Westminster
Exhibition Committee. It would then
seem logical that the Committee would
adopt a flag design similar to the one
introduced in Toronto, in May 1901, to
advertise Toronto's 'Canada's
Exhibition. The flags were not identical
but are very similar. The dater hub was
based on the daters currently in use in
Victoria, with 'CANADA' at the base
rather than the year, as is found on the
Toronto hub. If the assumption is
correct, the equipment was purchased
by the Exhibition Committee without
the approval of the Canadian Post
Office, in Ottawa, and was in violation
of postal policy. This would explain
why no records relating to the
equipment have been located in Postal
Records in Ottawa. This also might
account for the unexplained withdrawal
of the equipment, probably on 22
August, some two months before the
exhibition opened.

Some ten more covers have recently
been reported and a study of the 24
reported covers and three dated pieces
produces some interesting facts.
Fifteen of the covers are addressed to
the United States and of these, five are
to U.S. Postmasters and four to May
Oppenheimer, daughter of a prominent
Victoria merchant. The predominance

Maple Leaves

‘ {0 TR R R I U L “‘WP\ "”l"""llﬂ“““‘Tl‘”‘i ""“" (L A TR R T \'unllmw L TR T LR



of U.S. covers would indicate that the
equipment was used on a selective basis
rather than on all mail. Of the
remaining nine items, five are to points
in B.C., two to overseas, one to the
Bank of Ottawa in Ottawa, and for one
the address is not recorded.

The Ottawa cover is of considerable
interest as it arrived in Ottawa on 21
August, which almost marks the end of
the regular use of the Victoria flag
cancellation. Assuming the equipment
was not approved by the Post Office
Department, in Ottawa, the discovery of
the flag cancellation by the Ottawa
Postal authorities would result in an
immediate order to withdraw the
device. The four post cards, dated 22

August, to Miss May Oppenheimer, at
Portland, are all written in the same
hand, they appear to have been sent as
souvenirs and were probably cancelled
as a special favour at the time the
equipment was removed.

Unfortunately there are no records
to back up the foregoing but, on the
other hand, until someone can produce
a more satisfactory suggestion as to
how the Victoria flag cancellation of
August 1901 was produced, I would
like to think that it was produced on an
endorsing press purchased by the
Victoria Exhibition Committee to
advertise their exhibition and was used
at the Victoria Post Office from 8 to 22
August, 1901.

"
IR @@
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Post card addressed to May Oppenheimer on the last recorded day of use of the
Victoria flag, 22 August, 1901. Note the characteristic slant of the cancellation.
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PUBLIC
AUCTIONS

CATALOGUE ON REQUEST

8 AT LEAST FOUR MAJOR SALES A YEAR.

® WORLDWIDE BUT FEATURING CANADA.

® STAMPS, COVERS, PROOFS, COLLECTIONS AND LOTS.

PRIVATE TREATY - with our Worldwide clientele, we can
sell any property that s priced fairly in today’s market.

COLLECTIONS PURCHASED — Our interest 1s in better
Canadian collections of Postal History. Cancels and Pre 1950
stamps.

RETAIL STOCK -~ One of the largest stocks of British North
America.  Visit our Downtown Location or try our Approval

Service.

(OUR 35th YEAR)

JIM A. HENNOK LTD.

185 Queen St. East, Toronto, Ontario. Canada MSA 1S2.
(416) 363-7757
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TALES OF THE UNEXPECTED (2)
The Sailor's Find
Stanley Cohen, FCPS

Nowadays there are very few stamp
stores to be found in the Strand district
of London. This was not so some 20
years ago when collectors could have a
field day moving from one dealer to
another in search of their special fields
of interest. Even more varied and
interesting were the sometimes quite
odd characters who made their living by
satisfying the needs of these customers.

There could surely have been no
stranger character in this line of business
than a dealer named Kennedy, whose
first floor office was in William IV
Street, just off the Strand. A large sign
hung from his office, over the street,
which simply stated 'Stamp Collections
bought and sold!

I had wandered up to his office for
the first time during my travels around
the Strand to find a middle-aged man,
completely bald and heavily bronzed,
standing behind a desk, whilst in an
adjoining room, several people were
apparently waiting to speak to him. He
was intensely rude to anyone new who
entered his office. He was clearly
evaluating a large stamp album, perhaps
for the people who were awaiting his
verdict on it. In any event, without even
glancing up at me, he demanded to
know what I wanted.

I made my usual request “did he
have any Canadian stamps for sale?”
His reply surprised me:- “I don’t sell
stamps. I only buy and sell collections.
Good morning.”

With that I walked out of his office.
Yet there was something strangely
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fascinating about this individual. I could
not define what it was, but for a while I
could not get him out of my mind.

However, I had forgotten about him,
when some weeks later I was again in
London with time to spare so, as usual, |
called in to see my good friend, Leo
Baresch, for a chat. Also, Leo nearly
always had something interesting in
Canada to offer me. As I walked in, he
happened to remark to me “Kennedy has
just left. I lent him £500."

I pressed Leo further. Why on earth
had he lent the man £500? It was then
that Leo told me all about him. It
appeared that the dealer was perfectly
honest and respected in the trade. Leo
said that he was certain that he would be
repaid the loan the next day. He
explained that Kennedy had little or no
money but was an expert in buying
collections. He tried to buy whatever he
could afford himself within a limit of
about £100. When he was offered a
collection worth considerably more than
that, he would tell the owner that he
needed some time to evaluate it and that
he should come back the next day. He
would then close his office and hunt
around for someone to lend him the
required money. Immediately after
buying the collection he would sell it as
quickly as possible, usually the same
day, to the trade at a small profit with
which he was always satisfied.

It seemed to me to be a precarious
and strange way of making a living but
Leo said that the man was actually a
musician and played an instrument
every evening and really had little
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interest at all in stamps. Leo also told
me that Kennedy had cancer and was a
very sick man indeed. Very often, Leo
added, he would himself buy the
collection from Kennedy as he had
usually bought it so cheaply and give
him a small profit on it. Also, in return
for Leo being given first refusal on
whatever the man had bought, he
agreed to lend him the purchase money.
On this occasion the collection was of
no interest to Leo, but he had lent him
£500 just the same.

It was a fascinating insight into the
man and the way he operated. I called in
to Kennedy’s office on further visits to
London. I can’t explain why I did so,
but there was something about the man
that fascinated me. At first. he was
scornful, but he did remember me. *“You
want Canadian stamps,” he told me, I
don’t have any.” He was poring over a
collection of very lovely Mint European
Charity sets, 1 could see. He looked up
at me. “You want these? £750 for the
best collection I've handled in years.
They're cheap.”

They probably were cheap but I
didn’t want them. It gave me an
opportunity to open a conversation with
him and, finally, he opened up: from
then on there was a more pleasant
liaison between us. However, he
quickly told me he was closing his
office, which was my signal to leave.
No doubt, he was going to sell that
collection as best he could in order to
repay his loan on it.

I was seldom in the habit of making
a special journey up to London for
stamps, but some time later, I had
received a call from Gibbons that they
had bought a very fine collection of
Canada and wanted me to see it. It
sounded exciting so I arranged to take a
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day off to look at it.

Arriving in London, I found that I
had an hour to kill before my
appointment with Gibbons, so I walked
towards the Strand, passing by
Kennedy's office; I decided to call in to
see him. He was excited to see me and
said that this time he did have
something for me. He produced a small
stock-card on which there were
precisely ten stamps. Gasping at them, I
said “But I thought you only dealt in
collections.”

“This.” said Kennedy, “is a collec-
tion.”

How right he was, for on this card
were ten copies of the 7%2d green imperf
Canada classic. A scarce stamp by any
standard but each of these almost
identical copies had the most enormous
four margins all round. I was never a
keen imperf collector, usually confining
myself to a single decent copy of each
value. For one thing, they were usually
far too expensive for me and secondly |
was suspicious of repairs and faked
margins which, by nature of their value,
seemed to abound in these Classic
issues. I was by no means an expert on
repairs of this kind.

“Are these stamps genuine?” |
queried. “They look to me a little bit too
good to be true” In answer, Kennedy
just shrugged. I don’t know’, he said.
“Two sailors came in with them half an
hour ago and I bought them.”

“What do you want for them?” I
asked him.
“£2007 said Kennedy.

I guessed, that Kennedy had paid £100
for them, the limit of his available
capital, and wanted to sell them quickly.
In any event they had to be dirt cheap at
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£20 each, and with margins like that, if
only one of them was not repaired it
would be worth the full amount, so,
writing out a cheque, I bought them and
took a chance that they were not all
duds. Kennedy looked pleased at the
quick sale, which might have made me
suspicious with any other dealer, but
now knowing Kennedy's modus
operandi 1 was convinced that he knew
nothing about them.

I arrived at Gibbons a little while
later and was shown their new
purchase. The firm had recently been
taken over by the owner of the shop
next door, and it was he who was
showing them to me. His name was, |
think, from memory, Mick Michael.
The collection had some wonderful
Large Queens, including some great
covers to overseas destinations, but
Gibbons prices were really very high
and I had already earmarked items to a
total of well over £1000 with still much
more to view. I began to wonder if I
really wanted to spend so much at these
exhorbitant prices.

Meanwhile Mick was gloating over
the collection and telling me what
wonderful material it was and what fine
condition everything was in. It could be
quite annoying as I didn’t need his
salesmanship. Then I had an idea. What
the collection lacked, I told him, were
some decent examples of the early
Pence issues, for I had noticed that the
only ones of these were a few rather
drab looking 6d. values. What this
collection needs, I added, are a few like
these and, saying which, I brought out
the Kennedy card of superb lightly used
7'2d values.

He looked at them in some
amazement. [ could see that he was very

impressed. He asked if he could borrow
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the card, then took it outside. I had no
doubt he was consulting his staff and
probably testing for flaws or repairs to
the margins which, on second sight, |
realised were absurdly huge.

I continued to look at the collection,
and by the time he returned, my
prospective purchases were in the
region of £2000. I kept my tongue in
cheek, fully expecting him to point out
a number of repairs amongst the
imperfs. but, returning them to me, he
said that they were all fine and asked
how much I wanted. I replied that if I
put ‘Gibbons’ prices on them, he would
have to pay more than the Large Queens
from his collection. He asked me what
the total was on those that I had selected
and when I told him, he said “O.K. A
fair exchange.. you take the Large
Queens and I'll keep this card.”

So it was that I had bought and
‘sold’ the quickest purchase of my life.
I had all the selected Large Queens and
covers at a cost of £200, which was
about as absurdly low a price as the
Gibbons marked prices had been
absurdly high.

Next time I passed by Kennedy’s
office, I handed him an extra
£100...“You sold me the Canada too
cheaply’; I told him. He took the money
without hesitation and never asked any
questions.

Sometimes, later, I wondered if
perhaps I should have kept them. I have
never since seen 7%d copies with such
enormous margins. I also often won-
dered where on earth the two sailors
had found them. Poor Kennedy died
soon afterwards and that was the only
purchase I ever made from him.
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SHOW YOUR STAMPS
The Yellow Peril

Photo by C. Leigh Hogg

PRIVATE

POST CARD

A green London orb dated June 1, 1898 ties the stamps to above card. This date is 16
days earlier than the previously published date of 17 June.

The cover illustrated could have special
appeal to First-Day enthusiasts as well
as collectors of the Queen Victoria
Numeral stamps. It is 'The London
Daily News' advertising on one of the
popular Wilson Boer War patriotic post
cards depicting the 'Union Jack. The
card, addressed to Windsor, is prepaid
with twol¢ QV Numerals — seemingly
an overpayment of 1¢. A large London
three-ring orb dated 'JU 1 98' ties both
stamps. The colour of the postmark is
green...The Newspaper may have
requested the London Post Office to
cancel these cards in green on that day.
The card is backstamped "WINDSOR
AMJU 2 98!

The occasion for the special
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sending of this card to subscribers was
to celebrate the newspaper's third
anniversary and to thank supporters for
its 40% growth in one year. The card,
dated 2 June 1898, was mailed out the
evening before so that subscribers
would receive it first thing on the
anniversary day.

The circumstances in which this
card was discovered is remarkable. It
was mounted in a topical volume titled
"Newspaper Advertising." Big Leigh
(no offence Leigh, just a little envious)
with his big heart and smile, loves to
take a random volume to every show —
including CAPEX — he visits. On that
occasion Leigh opened his album to a
group of informed collectors, including
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two members, Lewis Warren and Dr.
Charles Jacobson. When he turned to
the page where this card was mounted,
Dr. Jacobson wanted to examine the
unrecorded green postmark. It was then
and there Dr. Jacobson discovered the
green cancel to be sixteen days earlier
than the 17 June, 1898 date listed in the
Unitrade Specialized Catalogue.

Congratulations Leigh! Jolly
good show Doc!

s
C\ "%\, < v/

T

g London, Canada, f]il,‘ﬁe\d‘gl?;@;'j 898.

THE LONDON DAILY NEWS celebrates to-day the

opening of its Srd year.

Two thousand (2,000) new subscribers, and an increase
of 40 per cent. in aduvertising, mark the growth of the paper

in twelve months.

To its friends and patrons the News returns its sincerest

thanles for past favors.

3%~ THE LONDON DAILY NEWS is credited by the American Newspaper Directory, of New York,
with the largest circulation of any daily paper in Ontario outside of Toronto. Two Editions daily.

The back of the card showing arrival mark of 2 June, 1898.

FRONT PAGE NEWS

Many members will know that our
popular columnist and conventioneer,
Stan Lum (alias the Yellow Peril),
suffered a debilitating stroke a while
back and spent some six weeks in re-
hab at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in
Toronto. During his time there he
drafted the article “The Stamps That
Weren’t” (ML June 96, p255).
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We were surprised and then
delighted to receive a memo from Leigh
Hogg with a copy of the Hospital’s
winter ‘96 newsletter ‘Rise’ - there on
the front page was a beautifully
perforated, not to mention a much
younger and more handsome than we
had believed possible, Yellow Peril.

continued on page 54
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In 1994 (April) Mac McConnell had an idle thought,
now he's had another one...this time on the

EFFECTS OF THE 1906 UPU CONGRESS
'Mac' McConnell

> e Ae Loy

1906 UPU Congress caused TS to become T10

[ was idly wandering around a small my eye, mainly because of the very
postcard fair recently when my fingers modest price tag.

flicked through a meagre pile of
Canadian cards — only the strictly postal Both were from London, Ont. to
side. you understand. Two cards caught Ludlow, England in 1907 - same
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sender, same addressee and each had a
one cent KE VII stamp, obviously
underfranked in view of the copious
messages.

The first card, postmarked Sep
18/07, had further been struck with a
clear TS in circle to signify that postage
due was to be collected on delivery. The
second was postmarked Nov 23/07 and
marked T10 in circle.

In 1906 the UPU Congress was held
in Rome and, amongst other things, had

revised the method of indicating short
payment on international mail. Hitherto
it had been the practice for the
despatching country to assess the
deficiency and convert it, at an agreed
rate, into gold centimes. then to mark
that on the postal item. The recipient
country would read the indication and
convert it into its own currency before
doubling for postage due.

Article X1 of the Rome Congress
now required the doubling to be done
by the despatching country - hence the
change from TS5 to T10 on those cards.
The Articles of the Convention became
effective on I October 1907.

[ have been idly attempting to close
the gap with examples of last day/ first
day usage and this pair went some way
towards fulfilment, so I took the plunge.

Later, as [ contemplated the
rashness of making two 50p purchases
at one time I laid the cards face down on
the table.

My idleness was shattered! The first
card had a street scene of London, Ont.,
complete with tram car. horse and dray.
pedestrians and cyclists. The sun shines
and shades protect the shop fronts .
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After Article XI came into force a
week or so later that same scene is
transformed. Darkness descends, the
sun blinds are taken in and lights blaze
from all windows. The same tram is
alive with light and a brilliant full moon
shines through a gap in the clouds. The
horse, however, has not moved a muscle
or the cyclists a pedal.

I showed this to my dear wife. She
who must be obeyed says it is bad
enough being married to a postmark
freak but when it comes to poking over
daft pictures, that goes beyond the

reasonable bounds of marital tolerance.

It is amazing just how far-reaching
the effects of a simple change in UPU
regulations can be.

FRONT PAGE NEWS from p51.

This was alongside the leading article
reporting Stan’s activities and giving a
good plug for philately (and the CPS of
GB!). We thought we would share the
new commemorative stamp with you.
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THE PEOPLE ON THE STAMPS -
CASIMIR GZOWSKI

Dr Alan Salmon

We, too, are dreamers of dreams.

Of a finer land than has yet been.
Perhaps one spur may be fame,
But our works will speak plain,

When other men are gone without gain.

The Industrialists.

Sir Casimir Gzowski deserves to be
better known. He was a great project
engineer in a heroic mould, involved in
the efforts, about the middle of the 19th
century, to build a Canadian infra-
structure so the country could prosper
and expand. He was also a tremendous
character, and not always on the side of
the angels. The 150th anniversary of his
birth was commemorated by the issue of
a 5¢ stamp in 1963 (SG 535, SS 410).

Casimir Gzowski was born in 1813
in St Petersburg, where his father, a
Polish nobleman, was an officer in the
Russian Imperial Guard. Casimir
followed the family tradition, going to a
military school and then entering the
army. At 17 he was in the Corps of
Engineers. That same year, 1830,
Poland arose to throw off the Russian
yoke and form an independent country.
The young Gzowski joined the
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James Burns

insurgents, but the Polish forces were
outnumbered and, after 11 months of
fighting, surrendered. The brigade to
which he was attached, numbering
4,000, was driven over the Austrian
border and interned. After two years of
internment, and against Russian
demands, the brigade, now down to
about 250 after escapes and desertions,
was allowed to settle in the USA, where
their plight had aroused considerable
sympathy. Thus, in 1834 he landed in
New York, where there was an
enthusiastic  welcome  for  the
revolutionary idealists rescued from
their distress in Austria and from an
unknown fate in Russia.

From USA to Canada

He started work as a clerk in a law firm
in Pittsfield, Mass. supplementing his
income by teaching French, German
and draughtsmanship. By 1837 he had
completed his law apprenticeship,
acquired American citizenship and,
perhaps most importantly, had learnt
the American skill of careful drafting of
enforceable contracts. Thus endowed he
moved to West Pennsylvania, to set up
as a lawyer on his own account, at
Beaver on the Ohio.

The state was booming, with roads,
railways, bridges and canals being
developed in profusion. He soon found
his engineering skills were of more
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worth than his legal attributes, but
together they were a formidable
combination. He worked as an assistant
to the chief engineer on the Beaver and
Ohio River Canal and on the Erie
Railroad. He moved his office to Erie,
where the chief engineer had his office.
After ten years in the USA he was an
accomplished project manager and a
skilled commercial lawyer.

[n 1841 he was sent to Canada to
sell the services of the company for
which he was working to William
Merritt (SG 797, SS 655), the promoter
of the Welland Canal. He failed, but he
met the Governor of the United
Province of Canada, Sir Charles Bagot,
who had been the British ambassador in
St Petersburg and had known Casimir's
father. Bagot declared "We must keep
men like you in Canada": consequently

Casimir was offered the position of

Superintendent  of  Roads  and

Waterways in the London District of

Upper Canada. In 1842 he moved his
growing family, he had married a girl
from Erie and now had three children,
to London and then. in 1845, to

Toronto. From 1842 to 1846 the region
from Toronto to Sarnia to Yonge St. to
north of Lake Simcoe was a ferment of
road, lighthouse, harbour and bridge
building; much of it the responsibility
of Gzowski. However in 1846 cuts were
made in the budget of the Board of
Works, this combined with Gzowski's
desire for a greater share of the wealth
of the emerging country led him to
resign from his post in 1848.

Private affairs
He joined the Upper Canada Mining

Company, to examine its copper
deposits along the north shore of Lake
Huron. However he was quickly lured
away to railroad construction; railways
were then a source of speculation and of
engineering activity. His first project,
the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad,
was financed by a group of Montreal
capitalists led by Alexander Galt, who
later was a member of the Canadian
delegation at the London Conference
(SG 573, SS 448) which led to
Confederation, and who became
Canada's first Minister of Finance and
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first High Commissioner in London.
Gzowski, now based in Sherbrooke,
expeditiously completed the St
Lawrence and Atlantic (see Gillam, A
History of Canadian RPOs, pl41). He
so impressed his sponsors with his
ability to force through stalled projects,
at low cost, that a contracting firm was
formed with their backing, CS
Gzowski and Company. In 1852 the
company won the contract to build the
Toronto and Guelph Railway, it was
finished with great efficiency to provide
a good profit to the company and its
backers.

In 1852/3 there was fierce lobbying
for the contract to build the Grand
Trunk Railway (see Gillam, p67); this
was envisaged by some, mainly British
interests, as a vast new railroad running
the length of BNA; by others, including
the Montreal group, as a much looser
association of existing, local railways.
The British interests won the day, but
the Montreal group turned a pretty
penny by selling the Toronto and
Guelph to the masters of the Grand
Trunk project at a considerable profit.
At the same time Gzowski was awarded
the contract for the Toronto to Sarnia
section of the Grand Trunk. Gzowski's
skills completed the contract with a net
profit of £130,000, say £5M in today's
money-values, about 12% of the
contract price. But this was not the end
of this bonanza, Gzowski by his
contract could fix the positions of the
stations, sidings and depots; the
Montreal group, with the aid of its
solicitor John A Macdonald (SG 266,
272, 693; SS 141, 147, 586), obtained
the required land then sold it at a profit
to the railroad! It may have been legal, |
could not possibly comment, but
certainly today it would be regarded as
malpractice.
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In 1854 Gzowski won a contract to
build an esplanade the length of
Toronto's waterfront, with six bridges;
the company agreed to use its influence
to ensure the Grand Trunk would enter
the city along this esplanade. Squabbles
erupted, elements on the city council
led a campaign to annul the contract on
various  grounds, including the
suggestions it had been obtained by
improper means; the contract was
cancelled in 1855. This was a failure,
nevertheless Gzowski now moved his
contracting business to Toronto, but
with different partners. They built some
Grand Trunk branch lines and a loop to
Detroit. They now began to expand into
real estate and industrial developments,
building the Toronto Rolling Mills
which, with much work from the Grand
Trunk, soon became one of the largest
industrial operations in Canada.

Fortune smiling

Gzowski, now wealthy, began to invest
in property in Toronto. He built his
home, 'The Hall' surrounded by a six
acre park, where he lived in splendour
with his wife and six children. In 1867
its value was assessed at $33,000, about
£600.,000 in today's money-values;
however, as the assessment was for tax
purposes, its real worth was possibly
much more. By 1870 Gzowski's
dignified bearing was complemented by
a great mane of white whiskers and the
family ranked high in Toronto society,
this had been helped by his three
daughters marrying British army
officers. Following the Civil War there
was concern about the intentions of the
USA with her massive armies; forts
(SG1097, USC 990) were built to
protect against any possible incursion
towards Quebec. Gzowski urged the
strengthening of Canada's defences and
formed the Dominion Rifle
Association; this was a para-military
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organisation for the defence of the
Empire as well as a sporting
association, the Governor-General
commissioned him as a lieutenant-
colonel in the militia in 1873.

Publicly he kept out of politics, but
could not keep out of engineering. In
1873 he completed the construction of
the railway bridge across the Niagara
River, linking Fort Erie to Buffalo: at
the opening the general manager of the
Grand Trunk said "There is no other
man in this country who could have
carried on the work of this bridge or
gone through the daily and hourly
anxiety which it entailed during the past
four years save Colonel Gzowski". In
private he was a firm supporter of John
Macdonald, his one-time solicitor, now
Prime Minister, organising a trust fund
to provide the Prime Minister with an
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income commensurate  with  his
position. He also took on several unpaid

offices on behalf of the Dominion. In
1879 he was appointed an honorary
aide-de-camp to Queen Victoria; in
1890, on the joint recommendation of
Macdonald and Mowat (SG 659, SS
517), he was knighted. From 1889 to
1892 he was President of the newly-
formed Canadian Society of Civil
Engineers, now the Engineering
Institute of Canada (SG1240, SS1134).
The Gzowski Medal became the highest

award of the new Society.

He died in 1898: the Toronto World
said: "Yesterday morning, just as the
terrific thunderstorm had subsided and
the morning sun was peeping over the
eastern horizon, the spirit of one of
Toronto's most illustrious citizens took

continued on p76
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POSTAL HISTORY PUZZLES -

SOLVED & UNSOLVED (3)
Horace W. Harrison, FCPS

Many years ago, I purchased a lot in a
Toronto auction, which came with a
typed letter from Fred Jarrett discussing
the very strangely perforated 8¢
Registered Letter Stamp, shown in
Figure 1. I quote from Fred’ s letter: I
have examined carefully the stamp you
sent me (8¢ Canada Registered) and
must confess that it is absolutely new to
me. All I can do is to make observations
which may or may not coincide with the
opinion of others.” After 32 paragraphs
of space filler, Fred then says: “Was the
machinery which they used back in
1857 or thereabouts in the possession of
the P.O. Department, and was it brought
into use in some kind of emergency as
late as the date of the 8¢ Registered
issue? (1876-78).

Finally, the stamp is undoubtedly
genuine, the shade is the pale shade,
and the paper is right. It is not a proof. I
am inclined to think it is a trial
perforation or rather an emergency
perforation, but WHY, that's the puzzle.
Sincerely, Fred Jarrett.”

In the spring of 1989, I received an
auction catalogue from John Sheffield,
Sale No. 57, to be held May 20, 1989,
in London, Ontario. I was astounded,
and very pleased, to read the description
of lot 358, described as follows: “F3,
8¢ blue, an interesting forgery; perfs
appear to have been done on a sewing
machine! Est. Realization $25.” I had
always thought of the strangely
perforated 8¢ Registered Letter Stamp
that I had bought so long ago as having
been done on a sewing machine.
Perhaps, here was a confirming copy

Maple Leaves

which would give a great deal of
credence to each other.
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Figure I (above)
Figure 2 (below)

With the help of Richard Lamb of
Kitchener, Ont., I was able to determine
that the stamp was, indeed, a second
copy of the variety I had purchased
many years ago with the letter from
Fred Jarrett expressing his opinion as to
its genuine character. I asked Dick to
represent me at the sale, which he
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expected to attend on his own behalf. 1

gave him a hefty top bid to execute for

me, and | was very lucky. for he was
able to secure the second copy, shown
in Figure 2, at a hammer price of $36.
After adding the buyer’s premium,
mailing costs, and Dick’s fee for acting
as my agent, the cost of the second
known copy came to slightly over $40.
I have seen no more of these, but having
a second one turn up improves the

credibility of the first. Finding one used

on cover to the U.K. in the proper

period would be the frosting on the
philatelic cake, but knowledge of a third
off-cover copy would also be most
welcome. Reports to 1802 Indian Head
Road, Baltimore, Maryland, USA
21204 would be appreciated, and

reporters will be sent a photocopy of

Fred Jarrett’s original expert opinion.

OUTSIDE TOILETS

Len Belle sent us a clipping from the
British ~ Railways  Stamp  Club
Newsletter of August 1996. It stems
from a newspaper cutting, included in
an auction lot of Canadian flight covers
from the 1920s and 30s. and concerns
instructions to stewardesses. Len
thought it might amuse.

I. Warn passengers against throwing
cigarettes and cigars out of the
window.

2. Keep the clock wound up in the
passenger cabin.

3. Carry a railroad timetable in case
the plane is grounded.

4. Keep an eye on passengers when
they go to the toilet, to be sure they
don't mistakenly go out of the
emergency exit.

Wide scope of cover including
Accidental Damage

Exhibitions anywhere in the world
Stamp Exchange Clubs

Transits

WARDROP

& Co LIMITED

Specialists in Philatelic insurance for more than 50 years

Collectors  Societies (including your own)  Study Circles

Standard Premiums per £1000
£3.75 for UK cover

£2.50 for Normal bank cover
£1.25 for bank only cover
Minimum premium £15.00

Please write for a prospectus/proposal PO BOX 772 Coggeshall Essex CO6 IlUW
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NORWAY HOUSE
Dr. Alan Selby

About ten years ago, when I first be-
came interested in Northern Canada
Postal History, I was sitting at the late
Allan Steinhart's bourse table looking at
his Keewatin stock. I asked where
'Norway House' was located. Gray
Scrimgeour and Allan looked at each
other for a blink or two before Gray said
that he "thought" it was at the foot* of
Lake Winnipeg. I don't remember if [
bought the cover but the moment
brought the expansion of my interest
from Yukon to Northern Canada in
general. Since then I have retained my
curiosity for the early postal routes from
Norway House east to York factory,
south to the Red River settlement
(Winnipeg) and west to Fort Edmonton
and the Athabasca district. (Fig. 1).

Lot 25 from the R. Maresch and
Son auction of Charles De Volpi's fur
trade collection on 26 May 1982 was a
letter written by Donald Ross, Hudson’s
Bay Company (HBC) trader at Norway
House, on 28 Feb 1831. Ross served at
Norway House from 1830 to 1851,
advancing to chief factor in 1839. The
letter was sent by HBC winter dog team
express to Alexander Christie, chief
factor at the Red River settlement. The
letter reads in part "the arrangement you
propose in regards to the two boats for
Athabasca, I think will answer perfectly
well." By 1831, Norway House was the
hub for the distribution and collection
for all the material related to the
economy in general and fur trade in
particular. Further acknowledgement
relates "your favour of the 10th. inst.
was handed me by Mr. Thomas
Simpson on his way to Red River."
Alexander Christie worked as chief
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factor at the Red River settlement and
served two terms as governor of
Assiniboia before retiring in 1849.
Thomas Simpson was a nephew of Sir
(1841) George Simpson, governor in chief
of the HBC North American operations.
He started his career as a lowly courier and
advanced to lead an important arctic
exploration in the company of Peter
Warren Dease. Their three trips covered
almost all of the North West Passage. It
was the work of Simpson and Dease that
was largely responsible for George
Simpson's knighthood! Thomas Simpson
was murdered in 1840 in unexplained cir-
cumstances. The letter is in-house or
company mail which was often carried
open (without envelope) to reduce the
weight and no postal markings are present.

The Norway House post office
opened on 1 Dec 1904. 'Fort' Norway
House was originally situated in the
district of Keewatin, transferred in 1882
to the district of Saskatchewan,
transferred back to residual Keewatin in
1905 before finally being settled in
Manitoba in 1912. The proof date of the
split circle cancel dater is unknown.

Two post cards are of interest. The
first (Fig. 2) was written at York
Factory on 22 Sep 1908 and carried by
HBC private winter express to enter the
government mails at Norway House on
31 Dec 1908. It reads, in part, "I hope
you think of us as doing good in a
distant land for an ignorant people. Pray
for us that Lord may bless us in our
noble and self denying life." Perhaps
this missionary found a different calling
at York Factory. The second post card
(Fig 3) written by tourist/campers was

April 1997 61



PR

Churchill Factory

Rupert House

Moose

Factory Trois-

Montreal

lew Brunswick Lachine
® House
Fort

» Timiskaming

Fort Alexander
(Bas-de-la-Riviére)

R
o
e“"“f%

PN\ o
/qn,peé‘r\ Y Q@‘d Portage!

Fort William

3
3w

_eFort
77X peliy

Georgian
Bay

. Brandon
o 5 Hous {
Fx, Hous P @
L lpTe s ‘
"oine R Fort Frances R Niagara-

on-the-Lake
(Newark)

(Fort Lac-la-Pluie)

Portage-la-Prairie
Upper Fort Garry
Fort Pembina
Grand Forks

-
%)\ Lower Fort
P\ Garry

\.ﬁh;cago

Fig. 1: A fuller map, from which this is taken, appears in ML, Oct. 1995, ppl162/3.

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Annual subscription. due on 1 October 1996, £12.00, payable to the Society, to
Dr John Gatecliff, Subscription Manager

The dollar equivalents are $24 CAN (+ $5.00 if airmail delivery
required) and $18 US (+ $4.00 if airmail delivery required)

It would help the Society considerably if Canadian members
pay in SCAN via Wayne Curtis as we are liable to a bank handling
charge of £6. Please make your cheque payable to Wayne,
his address is PO Box 74 Stn A, Toronto, Canada M5SW A2

Members who have not paid the current year’s subscription by 30 April
will be removed from the Maple Leaves circulation list.
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also inscribed at York Factory and
carried by HBC overland express to
Norway House, where it entered the
government mail on 22 June 1912. Both
cards were forwarded by dog team or
steamer to Winnipeg. The unused
C.PR. postcards (Figs 4 & 5) show
Norway House and nearby Oxford
House around 1915.

Maple Leaves

Norway House, situated on a point
of land between Lakes Winnipeg and
Playgreen, acquired its name from the
birth place of the loggers who built the
original trading post ¢.1800 (or for
some Norwegians who were driven
from the Selkirk settlement by North
West Company traders in 1815). It was
George Simpson's western headquarters
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Oxford House Mission.

Fig. 4 above Fig. 5 opposite

before amalgamation with the North
West Company in 1821 and thereafter
headquarters of the northern de-
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partment. It was here that the transfer of
Rupert's Land to Canada was negotiated
in 1868. Norway House withered away






We wonder how may collectors are taking the trouble
to study the much criticised ink-jet markings

RECENT INK-JET MARKINGS

Dean Mario

Love 'em or hate 'em ink-jet spray
markings are here to stay for some time
and they have now become established
as a new area for collectors to study.
Some recent examples are shown in figs

1-9.

Drastic error 'strikes' are also
collectable and  deserve  closer
inspection.  Noteworthy are the

'stuttering’ sprays illustrated in figs 10-
12. Fig. 13 depicts a cover having gone
through two separate MLOCR (multi-
ple-line optical character reader)
machines in Winnipeg. Fig. 14 is a nice
example of a date error with '00" instead

of '97." The '000101" also appears to be
an error (perhaps the machine was not
set over the holidays) but it is a
wonderful oddity for 1 January! Clearly
this material holds much promise and
the variety of different types, slogans,
and errors will keep collectors and

students of modern postal history busy
for some time.
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The Precancel Soéiietyiofr Gre;t Britain
celebrates its 50th anniversary

Formed in 1947, the Society has developed into a fount of knowledge of the
precancelled stamps - not only from the major issuing countries such as the
United States, Canada, France and Belgium, but also lesser known ones such as
Hungary, Austria, Danzig and Venezuela.

It meets every other month, has a bi-monthly newsletter ‘Precancels’ and in,
addition to a very flourishing Exchange Packet, carries probably the best
library of precancel literature in any of the worldwide societies specialising in
the subject.

Members of the Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain are
invited to an open meeting of the Precancel Society - including
displays - to be held on May 24 at the Y.M.C.A. in Fann Street

( in the Barbican), London E.C.2 from 2.00 - 5.00 p.m.

‘ DETAILS OF MEMBERSHIP ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE SECRETARY,
42 WESTVILLE ROAD, THAMES DITTON, SURREY KT7 OU]J
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Jim Kraemer
ST. JACOBS

With reference to Neil Prior's letter in
the January issue I enclose a photo
copy of a page from my collection of
Waterloo County postal history. Two
covers* of the unusual target

cancellation used at St. Jacobs, Ontario,

are shown as well as the explanation as
to how this unusual device was
manufactured. The device was used
occasionally at the St. Jacobs post
office from about 1917 to the mid
1940s (I suspect that it was only used
when someone asked to have it
applied). I have learned that the Rev.
E.S. Moyer of St. George, Ontario,
was a stamp collector. One cover is
addressed to him.

@
)

Mid section of lathe-turned brass plate
used as a canceller

*Editor’s note: Regrettably we only have space for one cover to be illustrated. For the
record, the second cover is dated 8 January, 1917.
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CANADA and B.N.A. AUCTIONS

OUR AUCTIONS REGULARLY CONTAIN
SOME 2000 LOTS

INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES

ADMIRAL ISSUE

ADVERTISING COVERS

AIRMAIL 8 FLIGHT COVERS

AIRMAIL STAMPS

ALBERTA POSTAL HISTORY

BOOKLETS 8 BOOKLET PANES

BRITISH COLUMBIA POSTAL HISTORY
CENTENNIAL 119671 ISSUE

CINDERELLA MATERIAL

DEAD LETTER OFFICE

DISASTER COVERS

DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS

EDWARD VIl ISSUE

EXHIBITION & FAIR COVERS

FANCY NUMERAL & SPECIALTY CANCELL
1859 FIRST CENTS ISSUE

FIRST DAY COVERS

FLAG CANCELLATIONS

FOREIGN COVERS

FORGERIES

INTERNATIONAL MACHINE CANCELL
JUBILEE ISSUE

LARGE QUEEN ISSUE
LEGISLATIVE MARKINGS
LITERATURE

MANITOBA POSTAL HISTORY
MAP (1898) ISSUE

MAPLE LEAF ISSUE

MILITARY POSTAL HISTORY
MOON MOTO & POCON CANCE
NASCOPIE POSTAL HISTORY
NEW BRUNSWICK POSTAL HISTORY
NEW BRUNSWICK STAMPS
NEWFOUNDLAND POSTAL HISTORY
NEWFOUNDLAND STAMPS

NWT POSTAL HISTORY

NOVA SCOTIA POSTAL HISTORY

ATIONS

ATIONS

LATIONS

CALL OR WRITE TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR CATALOGUE

%t/ MO%’ PHILATELIST LTD

members APS . BNAPS.CSDA.RPSC.PTS

203-1139 Sutherland Ave., Kelowna, B.C., V1Y 5Y2 e Phone (604) 861-1106

April 1997
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Robert A. Lee Philatelist
Ltd

presents

NUMERAL ISSUE

OFFICIAL STAMPS

OFFICIALLY SEALED STAMPS
QOHMS PERFINS

ONTARIO POSTAL HISTORY
PATRIOTIC COVERS & POSTCARDS
PENCE ISSUES

PERFINS (PRIVATE

PLATE BLOCKS

POSTAGE DUE ISSUES

POSTAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
POSTAL STATIONERY
PRECANCELS

PE POSTAL HISTORY

PROOFS

QUEBEC POSTAL HISTORY
QUEBEC TERCENTENARY
RAILROAD POST OFFICES

RATE COVERS

REGISTERED COVERS
REGISTRATION STAMPS
REVENUES

ROYAL TRAINS COVERS
SASKATCHEWAN POSTAL HISTORY
SEMI OFFICIAL AIRMAILS

SHIP CANCELLATIONS MARKINGS & VIEWCARDS
SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS

SMALL QUEEN ISSUE

SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS
SPECIMEN OVERPRINTS
SQUARED CIRCLES

STAMP COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
STAMPLESS COVERS

VARIETIES

VIEWCARDS

WAR TAX STAMPS

YUKON POSTAL HISTORY
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SOCIETY NEWS

CONVENTION 97

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Wednesday 10 September
3.30pm Arrival of members - tea &
biscuits
8.00pm Philatelic display by Lewis
Warren ‘The First Decimal
Issue’

Thursday 11 September
9.30am Philatelic display by David
Sessions ‘Fakes & Forgeries,
part 2’
11 .00am Philatelic display by Dr
Charles Hollingsworth
‘Street Cancellations’
1.30pm Visit to National Armoury
Museum, Leeds
8.15pm Philatelic display by Horace
Harrison ‘Money Letters
1802-1855°
8.15pm Illustrated talk, ‘Harlow Carr
Gardens’
10.00pm Auction lots on view

Friday 12 September
8.45am Meeting of Fellows
9.00am Committee meeting
11.00am Philatelic display led by Dr
John Gatecliff ‘Competition
entries’
1.45pm Visit to Harewood House and
gardens
7.30pm Theatre visit
8.00pm Philatelic display by Bill Lea
‘Newfoundland - the Decimal
issue’
10.00pm Auction lots on view

Saturday 13 September
9.00am Annual general meeting
10.45am Philatelic display by Colin
Banfield ‘1897 Jubilee Issue’
2.00pm Auction

Maple Leaves

7.00pm President’s reception
8.00pm Banquet and presentation of
awards.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
In accordance with Rule 20, notice is
hereby given of the Society's Annual
General Meeting, to be held at the
Crown Hotel, Harrogate, on Saturday
13 September 1997, commencing at
9.00 a.m. In accordance with Rule 18,
nominations are sought for the
following posts:

President

Three Vice-Presidents

Secretary

Treasurer

Three Committee Members, one

from each region.

The retiring Committee
members are Mr Prior (North), Dr. D.
Sanderson (South) and Mr. McLaren
(Scotland).

Nominations and any
proposed amendments to the rule
should be sent to the Secretary before
13 June 1997.

FELLOWSHIP
Members of the Society are eligible for
election as Fellows for:
Outstanding research in the Postal
History and/or Philately of British
North America;
or
Outstanding  service in the
advancement of the interests of the
Society
Nominations are sought for
submission to the Fellowship sub-
committee in  accordance  with
Fellowship Rule No. 2. Such
nominations must be on a prescribed
form which is available from the
Secretary. Nominations must be
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submitted to the Secretary before 13
July 1997.

ABPS
The Society is affiliated to the
Association of British  Philatelic

Societies. We have been supplied with
individual membership cards; members
can obtain a card by writing to the

Secretary with a SAE.

COVERMART

When one takes on a job in any society,
work often flows in unsolicited. Here,
however, we have a case where this note
solicits more work, by way of a request
that you support the Society and
Covermart — it is to your advantage.

Let me explain. Those members
who receive or have sight of “‘Cavendish
Chronicle’* may have noted. in the
November issue, comments on a
discussion regarding buyers’ premiums
and the percentages auction houses and

retailers take. I quote, somewhat out of
context, but the paragraph serves to
draw members attention to covermart:
"...mentions the auctioneer taking 30%
of the realisations: has...any experience
of any retail business I ask? Most stamp
retailers would laugh at 30% as
derisory. 1 certainly did in the days
when I was in retail. A normal mark up
might be 100% or much more in many
cases..."

Covermart material supplied by
members for sale to members is usually
very reasonably priced and receives no
mark up at all, just a 10% Society
handling charge. If you consider the
above quotation or better, read the
whole article, can you do better?

The circuit runs as a service to
enable members to find odd items of
interest or to dispose of surplus
material. The specialist should not,
however, expect many gems in any one

Choice Classics!
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Let us help you find that ELUSIVE CANADIAN RARITY!

Modern Errors!
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Tel: (306) 931-6633

Our current lllustrated Catalogue of CANADIAN & BNA stamps
featuring CHOICE CLASSICS through MODERN ERRORS & VARIETIES

FREE ON REQUEST!

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE

@ Internationally Recognized as a Leading Buyer of Canadian Errors and Varieties.

P.O. BOX 1870, SASKATOON, SASK., CANADA S7K 3S2.
TOLL FREE (North America only) 1-800-205-8814
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particular field, the service is intended
to encourage and maintain the
participation of our members. I must
say, on behalf of some contributors,
their pricing does just that.

I see from a recent auction
catalogue an estimate of £12.50 for an
item recently sold from one of our lists
for £1.50. The estimate would probably
have to be topped by a buyer’s
premium. If you have material with a
three-figure valuation, of which you
wish to dispose, why not consider the
ready market of our membership? I do
appreciate  that the three-figure
valuation may, for some, be £1.75 but
even so there are buyers out there. If
you sell to a dealer, who may expect a
100% mark up, you will almost
certainly do better to price it yourself
and sell through Covermart. One only
asks that the pricing be realistic.

*House Journal of Cavendish Philatelic
Auctions Ltd.

Malcolm Jones, Covermart Manager.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1997

Apr 21 London Group — Beaver Cup
Apr 24-27 STAMP '97, Wembley

May 19 London Group — AGM and
subjects, G, H, 1 & J

June 19 Wessex Group — 20th Century
Aug 28-30 BNAPEX '97, St John's,
Newfoundland

Sep 10-13 CPS of GB Convention,
Crown Hotel, Harrogate

Sep 17-21 STAMPEX, London,
Business Design Centre, Islington, 52
Upper Street, London

Sep 19-21 Royal Caltapex, Calgary

International Exhibitions

1997
Apr 16-21 NORWEX '97, Oslo

Maple Leaves

May 29-Jun 8 PACIFIC '97, San
Francisco

Oct 17-26 MOSCOW '97, Moscow
Dec 5-14 INDIA '97, New Delhi

1998

May 13-21 ISRAEL '98, Tel Aviv

Jul 27-Aug 2 PORTUGAL '98, Lisbon
Oct 23-Nov 1 ITALY '98, Milan

Oct 20-25 ILSAPEX '98, Johannesburg

1999
Apr 27-May 4 IBRA '99, Nurnberg
Jun 26-Jul 4 PHILEXFRANCE '99

2000

Apr 28-May 7 ESPANA 2000, Madrid
May 22-28 STAMP SHOW 2000, Earl's
Court, London

Junl-11 WIPA 2000, Vienna

Details of London Group from
Colin Banfield 0181 281 0442 (home)
or 0171 407 3693 (office); Wessex
Group details from Dr Dorothy
Sanderson 01794 523 924; S & C
Scotland from John Hillson 01461
205656. Contact for West of Scotland is
Bill McVey 0141 637 6853.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Wanted...Last Call...

Barrel cancels...15a Moncton N.B.
R.B. 16a Montreal, P.Q., 28a
Peterborough, Ont. All 1955 dates.
Have fine R.P.O. cancels for trade or
will buy. Please write J.C. Campbell,
303-1260 Raymer Ave. Kelowna, B.C.
Canada VIW 3S8.

Wanted...Private Order date stamps on
cover/card (see R.A. Lee Sale #81, June
‘96) Photocopies and price would be
appreciated. Dean Mario, Box 342,
Saskatoon , Sask, Canada 57K 363.
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Income and Expenditure Account
to year ended 30 September 1996

} Income
| Subscriptions for year £5409.05
; Maple Leaves Advertising Revenue 796.00
| Maple Leaves Sale of Back Numbers 62.92 £6267.97
|
‘ Bank Interest and Stock Dividends 467.14
; Covermart Sales Surplus 100.00
Exchange Packet Surplus 130.00 230.00
Handbook Sales Surplus 237.71
Tie Sales Surplus 24.09 261.86
Contribution from Life Member Fund 47.20
Deficit for year* 421.36
£7695.53
Expenditure
Maple Leaves Printing and Distribution £5288.19
Administrative Expenses 450.97
Publicity 11.41 462.38
ABPS Fee 124.30
Insurances 93.50
Income Tax 124.25
Income Tax overpaid 0.05 124.30
Printing and Stationery 51.02
Smythies Memorial Fund Interest A/c
adjustment 253.93
Miscellaneous Expenses 29.06
Convention 1996 Account 1268.85
£7695.53
#See notes under Balance Sheet
74 April 1997 Maple Leaves
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Balance sheet as at 30 September 1996

Assets
Cash Balances: Robert Fleming £10,498.67
Royal Bank of Scotland ~ 1,687.92 £12,186.59
Investments at cost:
General Fund £800 6%%
Treasury stock 1995-98 652.24
Life Members £1398.77 6%%
Treasury stock 2004 1,330.00
Smythies Memorial Fund £631.08
Treasury Stock 2004 600.00 2,582.24
Handbooks Stock 642.59
Handbook Sales, unpresented cheques 63.25 705.84
Society Ties Stock 201.29
Sundry Debtors 64.00
Library @ Valuation 4,076.50
£19,816.46
Liabilities
General Fund Balance @ 30.9.95 £9,452.03
Deficit for year* 421.36 £9,030.67
Life Membership Fund 1,333.39
Smythies Memorial Fund 600.00
Smythies Memorial Fund Investment A/c 365.64
Subscriptions prepaid 1,056.38
Sundry Creditors 115.60
Officers Expenses, unpresented cheques 177.28 292.88
Library Fund 4,076.50
Perth Auction Receipts 3,061.00
£19,816.46

*Notes re deficit

(1) Auction Commission is expected to be in excess of £1,000
(2) Handbooks stock was written down by £65.65
(3) Smythies Memorial Fund Investment A/c was adjusted by £253.93 addition.
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AMENDMENTS TO MEMBERSHIP
to 20 February, 1997

New Members

2749 Loffstadt, David, Craigwell. Barnet Wood Road, Bromley, Kent, BR2 8HJ

2750 Hoyt, John W. S. 57 Southwood Drive, Coombe Dingle, Bristol, BS9 2QX
C.FEPC.PER.SC

2751 Maclnnes. lain. Gantsi Senior Secondary School, Private Bag 007, Ghanzi, Botswana, QEII
2752 Cable, Jonathan J. 10 Bromwich Avenue, Highgate, London. N6 6QH PA.RPO.SC
2753 Nelson. Andrew G. 4685 Des Cageux. Pierrefonds, QC, Canada H9J 3R4 CGG.FDC.PBL
2754 Sendbuehler. Dr. Joseph M. 77 MacLaren St.. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K2P 0K5 CR-CE.V
2755 Berner. Dr. Mark. 3767 Notre Dame West, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H4C 1P8. CL.,PH
2756 Spens. the Lord. Gould. Frittenden. Kent, TN17 2DT Overprints
2757 Kruczynski. L. 19 Petersficld Place, Winnipeg, MB. Canada, R3T 3V5 CS, Cen

2758 Escott. Nicholas G. 133 South Hill St., Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, P7B 3T9
2759 Williams, S. H. 8 Arthur Street, Neath, Glamorgan, SA11 1HP

Resigned
2714 Smith B.C

Deceased
413 Harris A.L. 2041 Lundberg J.P.

Remove
2746 Philat. Bibliothek Muenchen (Duplicate entry)

Change of Address

2295 Brown, Julien K. Change post code to "AB41 7UA’

1850 Duckworth, Prot. H. E. FRPSL. FCPS. 403-99 Wellington Crescent.
Winnipeg. MB. Canada, R3M 0A2

2689 Grimwood-Taylor, J. L. Cavendish Philatelic Auctions, 153/7 London Road, Derby DEI 2SY

2593 Laws, P. Delete “Stn D" insert “Central P.O™.

2572 Lee, A. T. Correct "1903" to “2903"

819 Mackie. A. S. FCPS, 17 Countesswells Road. Aberdeen. Scotland. AB15 7XU,
with effect from | May, 1997

2125 Surname is “Malenfant’ not “Malefant’

2211 McGregor, M. Post code is AB10 7FD

1771 Munchner Stadtbibliothek, Am Gasteig. Philatelistische Bibliothek,
Rosenheimer Strasse 5, 81667 Munchen. Germany

2747 Rossiter. John R. Correct "Barne” to “Barrie’

1482 Taylor, Dr. Ian W. Add *-6201" to zip code

1678 Whiting, E. J. zip code is 19355-2001

Revised Total 468

GZOWSKI continued from p58 character, the charm of his manner, his
flight". The Globe observed: "By his broad culture and generous hospitality
death Toronto loses one who for nearly endeared him to an unusual degree." He
sixty years has occupied a foremost part was a clever, hard-working, determined.
in the social and industrial life of the ambitious immigrant whose  works
community. To those who knew him contributed greatly to his chosen country —
socially the rare amiability of his Canada.
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THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN 1996/7

President:
F. Laycock, MC, 2 Manorgarth Barn, Addingham, Ilkley. W. Yorks. 1.S29 ONS

Secretary:
T.E Almond, 2 Filbert Drive, Tilehurst, Rea ading, RG31 5DZ

Treasurer and Publicity Officer:
N.J.A. Hillson, Westerlea, 5 Annanhill, Annan, Dumfriesshire, DG12 6TN

Editor:
D.F. Sessions, ER.PS.L., FC.PS., 31 Eastergate Green, Rustington, Littlehampton, BN16 3EN

Subscription Manager:
Dr. J. Gatecliff. 68D Pontefract Road, Featherstone. Pontefract, WF7 SHG

Handbooks Manager:
D.J. Scoot, 62 Jackmans Place, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1RO

Librarian:
C.G. Banfield, FC.PS., 32 Coolgardie Avenue, Chigwell, Essex. IG7 SAY

Exchange Packet Managers:
(Packet) H.R. Johnson, 27 Ridgeway Avenue, Gravesend. Kent, DA12 SBD ‘
(Covermart) T.M. Jones, 14 Tullis Close, Sutton Courtenay. Nr. Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4BD

Advertising Manager:
B.A. Hargreaves, 87 Fordington Road, London N6 4TH

G.E. Taylor. 38 Lumley Road, Horley, Surrey, RH6 7JL.

Assistant Editor: ‘

THE POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF CANADA
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

The Postal History Society of Canada publishes an award-winning quarterly
journal, sponsors seminars on Canadian postal history, and awards prizes for
the best postal history exhibit at philatelic shows across Canada.

The 200-page special CAPEX '87 Fifteenth Anniversary issue of the Journal
is still available at $15.00Cdn, postpaid anywhere in the world.

For further information or a membership application form, please write to the
Secretary:

R.F. Narbonne
216 Mailey Drive
Carleton Place, Ontario
Canada K7C 3X9
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Opusculum Philatelic Research Foundation

Maple Leaves Binders

Slogan Postal Markings 1920-1930

Slogan Postal Markings 1931-1940

Slogan Postal Markings 1941-1953

Slogan Postal Markings 1912-1953

Mail by Rail

Postage Rates of North Atlantic Mails 1635-1867

The Canadian Postage Due Stamp

Territorial Saskatchewan. Westhaver-Thompson Collection
Territorial Alberta. Westhaver-Thompson Collection

The Canadian Postal Acts & Post Offices 1878

The Squared Circle Post Marks of Canada

Canadian Flag Cancels 1896-1919

Catalogue of Canadian Official F.D.C.s

Canadian Revenues. Vol. 2 Federal Inspection & Unemployment
Canada Constant Pre-Cancel Varieties

A Large Queens Report

Manitoba Post Offices

Obtainable from:

DERRICK SCOOT
62 JACKMANS PLACE
LETCHWORTH
HERTS
SG6 1RQ

HANDBOOKS FOR SALE

Prices include inland postage unless otherwise

Gillam

stated

£25.50
£6.40
£10.50
£8.50
£10.50
£9.50
£11.00

Montgomery £19.00
Chung-Reich £6.50

Gray
Spencer
Symonds
Moffat
Lingard
Cool
Zaluski
Reiche
Reiche

Robinson

SEE PREVIOUS MAPLE LEAVES
FOR DETAILS OF OTHER TITLES

£21.00
£21.00
£15.00
£28.00
£17.00
£4.75
£12.00
£5.00
£3.00
£5.00

Please make cheques payable to Canadian P.S. of G.B.
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The Bond Street Stamp Auctioneers since 1918

We will be pleased to inspect and advise on your
stamp or postal history collection without obligation.

We can fully appraise all family archives, portfolios etc.
for inclusion in our regular Bond Street auctions.

For further details and a copy of our latest
auction catalogue sent free on request write,
fax or telephone and ask for
Graham Childs, Dominic Savastano or David Parsons
who shall be pleased to hear from you.

91 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W1A 4EH

Tel: 0171 629 0218 Fax: 0171 495 0260 P]g
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EDITORIAL

As we were going to press, news
reached us that our Member Jane
Moubray has reached the philatelic
pinnacle with an invitation to sign the
Roll of Distingushed Philatelists. Jane
has already been honoured as the first
lady president of the Royal P.S. London
and has earned international acclaim for
the book she co-authored with husband
Michael, ‘British Letter Mail to
Overseas Destinations 1840-1875" Jane
has been a National juror since 1981 and
International juror since 1989. Her two
collecting areas are Canada and Great
Britain and, wtih the latter, she has won
Interntional Gold in both the Traditional
and Postal History fields. We offer our
heartiest congratulations on a well-
merited elevation to the ranks of RDP.

Maple Leaves

With this issue will be found a
catalogue of the Society’s annual
Convention auction. A number of lots
stem from the estate of a former Society
member and will repay careful viewing;
where better to view them than in
Harrogate at Convention itself.
Incidentally, on the sad subject of
former members’ estates, the Cavendish
sale on 13/14 June will include
collections formed by the late Dr
Michael Russell.

In March this year the Scottish
Association of Philatelic Societies made
presentations to both A.Bruce Auckland
and in respect of our Founder, A.E.
Stephenson. The presentations took the

Continued on page 83
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FOR OVER SEVENTY YEARS THE NAME

MARESCH

HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR

QUALITY
INTEGRITY

THERE IS ALWAYS A PUBLIC AUCTION WITH

STRENGTH IN CANADA AND PROVINCES,

EITHER IN PREPARATION OR TAKING PLACE

SOON. WE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO SEND

YOU A SAMPLE CATALOGUE, OR DISCUSS

SELLING YOUR TREASURES IN ONE OF
OUR SALES.

r. maresch & son rceaersin

330 BAY ST, SUITE 703, TORONTO, ONTARIO, ;::is:;:q.ps
CANADA M5H 288 (418) 3683-7777
FAX: 416-363-65M
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CENTENARY OF A JUBILEE
David Sessions, FRPSC, FCPS

One hundred years ago this month,
Queen Victoria celebrated her diamond
jubilee, having been crowned as a
teenager on 20 June, 1837.

Controversial Jubilee Stamps

The Canadian Post Office produced a
fine set of stamps to mark the occasion,
but their introduction was dogged by
controversy. Following the precedent of
the set of Columbians produced by the
USPO in 1893, the Canadian Jubilee set
consisted of 16 stamps ranging from Y2¢
to $5. Howls of rage were heard from
the philatelic community, after all there
was little call for a $5 value in 1897, nor
yet for the other four dollar values
leading up to it. Even today, 100 years
later, the top valued Canadian stamp is
still $5. Worse, the number printed of
each value was made public before
issue and it was clear that the /2¢ and 6¢
could quickly be in short supply. In fact,
$750 would have secured the whole
printing of the '4¢ if this had been
permitted. The P.O. quickly stepped in
and limited sales of these values to
purchasers of complete sets, a cause for
even greater outrage.

Special Jubilee Flag Cancellations

In conjunction with the new stamps, the
Post Office obtained three special
cancelling dies for its newfangled
Imperial rapid cancelling machines at
Montreal and one for the machine at
Ottawa; no other cities had such
machines.

With six machines in operation at
Montreal, only half were to carry the
new dies, the remaining three machines
continued with the existing (type 1) flag

Maple Leaves

dies lettered B, C and D. The new dies
produced the lovely Jubilee flag
cancellations, among the most attractive
cancellations found anywhere in the
world. They were obviously popular at
the time and it seems the Post Office
used them wherever possible, in
preference to the residual flag dies
which are not often seen dated during
the ‘Jubilee’ period of about three
weeks.

Understandably popular with flag
cancel collectors, the (type 4) Jubilee
flags probably caused mild
embarrassment to the Canadian P.O. by
their late arrival and their use at
Montreal has bothered enthusiasts ever
since.

The actual anniversary of Queen
Victoria’s accession, 20 June, 1897, fell
on a Sunday and the new stamps were
issued the day before. One must assume
that it was intended that the new
cancelling dies should be available on
that date also. Obviously they were not,
as no example has been found.
Commercially used examples are
known from Monday afternoon, 21
June, and it is reasonable to suppose the
new dies were installed that morning.
An unaddressed cover is illustrated,
timed at 11-0, which is probably either
a test run or a souvenir.

Irregular Combinations

One problem for students is a number
of examples dated 20 June and 22 June,
which are not the normal combination
of dater and flag. The three flag dies are
readily recognised by the number of
strokes in the first furl at the base of the
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W.S.WELDON MANAGER.

flag: die | has five, die 2 six and die 3
seven. Dater X has 1897 at the bottom;
dater Y has the year split, with “18” at 9
o’clock and ‘97" at 3 o’clock (the 7" is
seriffed); dater Z is as dater Y, but the
“7’ is sans serif. The normal com-
binations are: 1-Y, 2-Z, 3-X.

Most of the 20 June examples are
timed at 5-0 and most of the 22 June
examples at 12-0. If the new Jubilee flag
dies were not available for use on
Saturday 19 June, then it does seem
unlikely that they would be in use at 5
a.m. on Sunday, even if mail was being
cancelled that early on a Sunday, which
is unlikely. Why was 22 June selected
for special treatment? That day was
declared “Jubilee day’ a public holiday,
so might well have been deemed a
suitably special day for commemorative
covers.

It had always been my beliet that
rapid cancelling machines were not used
in the Montreal Post Office at 5 a.m.; the

80 June 1997
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Regular combination of Flag die I and dater Y at 11a.m. on the first day, 21 June 1897.

machines are designed for bulk handling
and throughput of mail cannot have been
heavy at that time in the morning.
However, two examples of type 1 flag,
die E, are recorded at 5-0 on 21 June,
1897. A trivial aberration perhaps but
significant in that it shows die E, to have
been in situ at that time. As this was one
of the three dies that were removed to
make way for the Jubilee dies it lends
credence to the supposition that the
Jubilee flags were not available on the
20th.

A particularly ‘irregular’ combi-
nation of dater and flag, dated 22 June,
consists of the Montreal dater that
normally accompanied type 1 flag, die F
(withdrawn to make way for a Jubilee
flag) and the Jubilee flag used at
Ottawa! This particular combination
could not possibly have existed on 22
June as the two components were many
miles apart. Furthermore the Ottawa
flag shows a break at the top of the
‘Jack” portion, which occurred late in

Maple Leaves
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July. Thus the ‘22 Jun’ impression must
have been made after late July and
presumably after the dies were
withdrawn. This gives the clue to the
other ‘abnormals’, they were almost
certainly philatelically inspired and
produced at a date some time after that
shown in the dater.

Frederick Langford has suggested
that the 20 June examples, at least, were
done no earlier than 25 June in view of
the relative condition of the flag
impressions. This theory is supported by
the appearance of another type of
‘abnormal’ on that day and the
recording of dater ‘Y’ used without a
flag, as a transit mark’ on 25 June. This
shows that at least one combination of
dater / flag was disturbed on that day,
thus giving rise to the possibility of
other combinations being used on that
day for philatelic purposes. Against this,
an article in the Montreal Herald and
Family Weekly Star of 26 June makes
reference to Jubilee flags dated 20th so
perhaps the 25th is a bit late for their
manufacture, we shall probably never
know!

The ‘other’ type of abnormal,
referred to in the last paragraph,
provides the rarest of the Jubilee flags.
Four covers and two pieces are recorded,
between 18-0 and 24-0 on Friday, 25
June, 1897, of flag die 1 in combination
with the dater normally seen with type 1
flag die B, which continued in use
alongside the Jubilee flags. The covers
appear to be genuine commercial usage.
An example of the normal combination
of flag die 1, dater Y, in the author’s
collection, is timed at 16-0 on 25 June.
Even here though, the issue is clouded
by the re-appearance of this irregular
combination on 29 June, one example is
recorded at 10-0. It might reasonably be
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supposed that the ‘error’ persisted over
the weekend and on to the Tuesday
morning, but no! An example of the die
1 flag, with its normal dater Y, is
recorded at 17-0 on Monday, 28 June.
The 29 June ‘irregular’ is on piece,
cancelling a 1¢ and 2¢ SQ, so the status
of the cancel is not apparent. However,
the use of SQ stamps rather than
Jubilees does lend authenticity.

Last day of Use at Montreal

Yet another problem concerns the last
day of use at Montreal. At least three
Bickerdike machines came into service
on Saturday, 10 July, they seem to have
replaced the Imperials carrying the
original type 1 flag dies as none are
recorded beyond 9 July; die C is
recorded up to midnight on the 9th. The
three Jubilee flags are all recorded in
commercial use on 10 July, dies 1 and 3
at least are noted up to 18-0. Three more
Bickerdike flags are recorded in action
on Monday 12 July. This paints a neat
picture of the replacement of six
Imperial machines by six Bickerdikes -
except that a few examples of Jubilee
flags dated 12 and 13 July have been
reported!

Several covers are known, dated 10
July, 1897, featuring Jubilee flags,
which appear to be of a philatelic nature,
either from over-franking or the name of
the addressee, or both. This suggests
that 10 July was recognised as being the
last day of normal use of the Jubilee
flags. However, it seems that the
Imperial machines were not taken away
from the Montreal P.O. for some time
after their retirement, so one can specu-
late that an enterprising soul may have
been able to run off single covers by
hand; the machines would have been
disconnected from their electrical power
source.
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Regular combination of flag die 3 and dater X on 10 July, 1897. The 10¢ rate (on a local
letter) and the addressee point to philatelic use, presumably to mark the last day of use

of the Jubilee flag.

All’s Well at Ottawa

We have focussed here on the
shenanigans at the Montreal P.O. but
what of the single Jubilee flag die that
was sent to Ottawa? This being ‘Head
Office’, perhaps supervision was tighter,
or perhaps there was no-one with access
to the machine who had philatelic
connections. Whatever the reason, there
were no apparent ‘errors’ in connection
with the Ottawa cancellations. The
earliest is recorded as 21 June, 1897,
which ties in with our belief that this is
the legitimate starting date for Montreal,
and the latest is Saturday 7 August. The
original type 1 flag was re-introduced on
Monday, 9 August, though the dater
introduced with the Jubilee flag
remained in situ. The Imperial machine
at Ottawa was not replaced until the end
of October. Students are reminded that,
at this time, the Ottawa office used a 12
hour clock whereas Montreal used a 24
hour clock; so allocation of times to am
or pm is subject to intelligent
guesswork.

Maple Leaves

Like a comet, the beautiful type 4
Jubilee flags flared briefly in the
philatelic firmament and were gone,
leaving a trail of speculation in their
wake.

References:

The Early Rapid Cancelling
Machines of Canada, David Sessions,
(CPS of GB & Unitrade, 1982)

The Flag Cancel Encyclopedia,
Frederick Langford.

EDITORIAL...from page 77

form of framed copies of the citations
that appear in the Book of Distinguish-
ed Scottish Philatelists, signed by the
two gentlemen in 1965. This was not a
case of unusual dilatoriness! A decision
was made two or three years ago to
present all new signatories with such a
memento and, further, that gradually all
past signatories or their heirs should
also receive such mementos.
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A ONE, A TWO AND A THREE...!
The Yellow Peril

Fellow  Horace  Harrison’s ‘A
Fascinating Cover” (Maple Leaves 215,
October 1987) has again aroused my
curiosity on these back-of-the book
Officially Sealed issues. Not only is the
featured rarity fascinating but the
learned Fellow has two of them! Both
without a sender’s return address,
registered, identically franked, similar-
ly addressed by name and town only
and mailed by the same sender from
Welland, Ont on 12 February, 1887. The
first letter, assigned registry number
628, was addressed to C. Napier
Vroom, Hamilton, Ont. Under-
standably, it ended up at the Dead Letter
Office where it was opened and
resealed with a pair of 1879 seals. The
cover illustrated in MLs (registry
number 629) was sealed with a strip of
three.

These attractive and large format
officially sealed ‘stamps’  have
intrigued me from day one. The reason
I did not actively pursue them, apart
from acquiring the usual set of four, a
few blocks, proofs, imperf pairs and
imprint pieces was my pathetic lack of
wherewithal. Another excuse was that
covers with Canadian officially sealed
stamps were seldom available. Those
offered were questionable as to when
and who sealed the letters. The dearth
of literature on the subject was another
deterrent. Of the available information,
authoritative works by Boggs, Holmes,
Howes and Lowe, all agree that these
official seals were used by the Dead
Letter Office to scal letters that were
opened by mistake. This interesting
excerpt is from page 222 of Howes:

When [ was in Canada last July (1889) 1
made special enquiries about these labels,
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as there appeared to be some mystery
about their use. Everyone agreed that they
were not placed upon all letters opened at
the Dead Letter Office and returned to
their senders, and no two persons seemed
to have quite the same theory as to the
rules for their employment or non-
employment in any particular case. Even
gentlemen connected with the Post-Office
at Halifax, such as Mr. King and others,
could give me no definite information. I
therefore determined to see what I could
do at the head-quarters at Ottawa.

Fortunately, | was able, through a
collector in an official position, to obtain
an introduction to the Deputy Postmaster-
General, who most kindly gave me the
following particulars, which show that the
employment of the officially sealed labels
is very restricted, thus accounting for their
rarity.

Letters in Canada, as in the United States,
very frequently have on the outside the
well-known notice containing the address
of the sender, and a request that the letter
may be returned if not delivered within a
certain time. These of course are not
opened at the Dead Letter Office and in
fact, I think, are ordered not to be sent
there, but are returned direct from the
office to which they were originally
addressed or from the head office of the
district. On the other hand, those that have
no indication of the address of the sender
on the outside are sent to the Dead Letter
Office, and there necessarily opened; but
neither of these classes thus properly dealt
with is considered to require the
officially-sealed label. It is only if one of
the former class, having the sender’s name
and address on the outside, is sent to the
Dead Letter Office and there opened in
error that the officially-sealed label is
applied, to show that such letter has been
opened officially, and not by any
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unauthorized person. Whether these
pieces of gummed paper ever had a more
extended use or not I cannot say, but I was
assured that the above was the substance
of the regulations as to their employment.

One Seal

Cavendish was the only auction I
attended where one, that turned me on,
was sold. It was at the “Carstairs’ sale in
November, 1985. I can still remember
competing for lot 555, ‘a 6 October,
1905 Assiniboia opened-out cover to
Manchester, opened by Montreal PO
and sealed with three copies of the
black on blue paper seals’ Estimated at
£75, I became only a ‘bridesmaid” when
it was hammered down for £2,400. This
cover has since changed hands. Its
present owner acquired this jewel for
considerably less than the knocked
down price. According to a very
reliable source, a collection of official
seals and dead letter covers, which
included this gem, was consigned to a

dealer. Three collectors inspected the
collection; one gentleman examined it
twice. Because of the high price tag,
the collection did not sell and was
returned to the owner. It was during the
handing-back ceremony that the cover
was found to be missing!

To a former serviceman the rank of
the addressee on the cover illustrated
(Fig. 1) is more interesting than the
cover itself. Mrs. Staff Captain Stanyon
was the wife of Staff Captain Stanyon.
The ‘Staff” prefix indicates that they
were both stationed at Headquarters. If
they had a Corps (Church) appointment
they would be classified as Field
Officers and their ranks would be
Captain.

It was (and still is) the policy of The
Salvation Army that a wife be of the
same rank as that of the husband. For
example, when a lieutenant marries a
Captain she is automatically promoted

Fig. 1. A circular grid postmark ties a Newfoundland 2c Edward to a Salvation Army

printed return addressed envelope that is sealed with an 1879 Canada Officially Sealed

stamp.

Maple Leaves
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Fig. la. The officially sealed label at right is tied by a large, light purple ‘DEAD
LETTER BRANCH ‘W' JU 26 00 TORONTO' handstamp (note the ‘W’). Other
backstamps are "TORONTO 9 AP 28 00" arrival split ring and above it, a faint ‘DLO

CANADA MY 18 00 TORONTO BRANCH' cds.

to Captain. Almost from its inception
the Army felt that in order to have an
effective ministry both the husband and
the wife must minister as a team. 1f the
officer passes on while still an active
officer, the wife’s rank in this case will
be Staff Captain Mrs. Stanyon. An
officer who marries outside the ranks of
The Salvation Army would be asked to
relinquish the officership and resign.
The person resigning, however, may
choose to remain a member of The
Salvation Army and be a soldier or
member of the Corps (Church), wear
the uniform and have an effective
ministry as a lay person.

The cover illustrated (Figs. 1 and
la) was mailed from St. Johns, Nfld. on
23 April, 1900, (light cds at top centre)
and arrived at Toronto on 28 April. The
letter was rated 4¢. scemingly a double
weight letter short paid 2¢. It was
refused and, as there was no sender’s
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return address, it was sent to the Dead
Letter Office on 18 May; there, it was
opened and resealed on 26 June 1900.

Two Seals

An unevenly struck ‘MY 30 11’ British
cds, partially obscured by the seal, ties
a 1d GB Edward stamp to this cover
(Figs 2, 2a) addressed by name and
town only — ‘Miss D. Brown Con-
stable, Royal Oak’ It was stamped ‘RE-
TURNED FOR BETTER DIREC-
TION” but it couldn’t be for lack of a
sender’s address. Yet and amazingly,
this letter travelled to Royal Oak,
British Columbia (and not to Royal
Oak, Ontario), Canada. The letter was
subsequently redirected to Colquitz,
Colwood, Mount Tolmie and finally
Victoria where it received an oblong
framed ‘“VICTORIA BC 21 JUN 1911
15 10 General Delivery marking. As
Miss Constable was unknown at any of
these towns, the letter was sent to the

Maple Leaves
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Fig. 2. An incredible no sender’s return notice letter whose only address is Miss D.

Brown Constable, Royal Oak, was sent to Royal Oak, B.C. Canada.

Dead Letter Office. There it was
opened to check for a return address
and resealed with two 1907 officially
sealed stamps.

The cover was backstamped (Fig.
2a) with two ‘BRANCH DEAD
LETTER OFFICE VICTORIA B.C’
ovals dated 10 and 21 August, 1911
and a large circular ‘DEAD LETTER
OFFICE AUG 30 1911 VICTORIA
CANADA’ rubber handstamp which
ties the top seal to the cover. Other
markings are light strikes of Mount
Tolmie, Colquitz and Royal Oak (the
latter largely covered by the seal at
right).

Maple Leaves

Three Seals

The no return notice cover (Figs. 3, 3a),
addressed to Messrs Saunders & Sons,
Timber Merchant, Edward St.,
Brighton, England, was registered in
Vancouver on 20 April 1910. It arrived
at Montreal on 26 April but, for some
inexplicable reason, the letter was
diverted to the Dead Letter Office the
next day. There, it was opened, sealed
with three official seals and discharged
on 10 May (Montreal Dead Letter ovals
27 April and 10 May). The letter
resumed its journey and, upon arriving
in the UK, was backstamped with a
superb red ‘21 MAY 10 LONDON
REGISTERED’ oval which ties the
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Fig. 2a. Backstamps include arabic numerals ‘5, 58" and a large rubber ‘DEAD

LETTER OFFICE VICTORIA, CANADA’ handstamp that ties the top seal to the cover:

centre seal to the back of the cover. It
reached Brighton the same day but it
was not or could not be delivered and
was returned to Montreal (Montreal JY
11 10 dotted circle daters front and
back).

The probable reason for its non-
delivery was that the letter was either
addressed to the wrong city or there
were no timber merchants in Brighton
in 1901. According to legend Brighton
was a romantically exciting sea-side
resort where [ would have loved to have
spent all my furloughs.

This essay, unfortunately, poses
more questions than answers. For
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example: Are there any covers with
Newfoundland Officially Sealed labels?
Are there any covers with a sender’s
return address that were opened in error
by the Dead Letter Office and sealed
with these labels? What is the signifi-
cance of the “W’ in the DLO cds in Fig.
la, and the numbers ‘5’ and ‘58’ in Fig.
2?7 What are the rules (if any) governing
the use of one, two and three seals?

The kind assistance provided by
Captain Flo Curzon, Research co-ordin-
ator of The Salvation Army Heritage
Centre, Toronto is, greatly appreciated.
Thanks also to member Elsie Drury for
the use of her extensive philatelic
library. See foot of page 91
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POSTAL BRANCH, CANADIAN SECTION

G.H.Q. 3rd ECHELON
Colin Campbell

It has been 15 years since Bill Robinson
and I co-wrote an article in BNAPS
TOPICS on the above subject. Little or
no feedback resulted from readers,
however it is hoped that the article
made for good reading.

It was March 1915 when the
Canadian Section, G.H.Q. 3rd Echelon
was established at Rouen, France.
Included among their tasks were
records of personnel, casualties,
promotions and disciplinary matters.
Attached were members of the
Canadian Postal Corps (Canadian
Section) whose duties included the
handling of undeliverable mail, records
of soldiers admitted to hospital
wounded, killed and missing in action.

Three of the postal markings
used by postal staff were the ARMY
POST OFFICE 2 CAN SEC cancel, the
oval G.H.Q. 3rd Echelon marking and
the straightline CANADIAN SECT-
ION G.H.Q. 3rd Echelon, 2 DEC 1916
marking, all shown below

Sometimes found on mail to or
from the Canadian Record Office,
London, were the DESPATCHED can-
cel (see oval marking illustration) and
the RECEIVED cancel shown here

So far, the oval marking
illustrated is the only example reported.

Maple Leaves

It is a backstrike on a cover returned to
Canada in 1916. The complete in-
scription is still unknown: May the
writer be enlightened. A photocopy
would be appreciated.

ONE, TWO, THREE from page 89.

References:

Boggs. The Postage Stamp and
Postal History of Canada, p.716.

Holmes. Handbook and Cata-
logue of Canada and British North
America, 1943, p.192.

Howes. Canadian Postage Stamps
and Stationery, Quarterman reprint,
p.222.

Lowe. The Encyclopedia of

British Empire Postage Stamps Vol.
V, p.422.
Editor’s note: The YP underwent a year
of intensive physiotherapy and
occupational therapy at the Salvation
Army Grace General Hospital in
Scarborough, On.
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THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY'S
POSTAL SERVICE TO THE WEST COAST OF

NORTH AMERICA: 1821-1860 (Part 1)
David Whiteley

The early history of the discovery and
exploration of the North West coast of
North  America has been well
documented and can be found in many
standard historical studies.' For the
purpose of this paper the two most
important explorers were Captain
Vancouver who, acting under Admiralty
orders, surveyed much of the coastline
between 1792 and 1794, and Alexander
Mackenzie who, on behalf of the North
West Company,was first to reach the
Pacific from the East by the overland
route. Mackenzie’s motive was to open
new territory and new sources of furs
for his employers.

Trade Routes

After Mackenzie’s pioneering journey,
others quickly followed and the new
territory, which encompassed much of
present day British  Columbia,
Washington State and Oregon State,
became known as New Caledonia. The
majority of the early explorers were
employees of the various fur trading
companies, who were anxious to seek
out new trade opportunities and
establish trading posts in the new
territory west of the Rockies. The first
post, Fort McLeod, was established in
1805 on McLeod Lake by employees of
the North West Company (NWC). In
the same year Simon Fraser and John
Stuart, also working for the NWC,
established Fort St James on Stuart
Lake. J.J. Astor established Fort Astoria
at the mouth of the Columbia River on
behalf of the American Fur Trading
Company. Over the next 10 to 15 years
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further posts were established. In 1812
David Stuart, whilst in the employ of
the Pacific Fur Company, established a
post at the confluence of the North and
South Thompson Rivers which he
named Fort Kamloops. It was not until
1821 that employees of the Hudson’s
Bay Company (HBC) established their
first post west of the Rockies on the
Upper Fraser River at Fort Alexandria.

These early explorers not only
penetrated the interior of New
Caledonia but, at the behest of their
employers, surveyed and established
trade routes to the newly founded forts
and trading posts. One of the earliest
Trails to be established was the
Okanagon or, after 1821, the Hudson’s
Bay Brigade Trail. This Trail was
pioneered in 1811 by David Stuart
whilst working for the Pacific Fur
Company. It provided a link from the
northern interior of present day British
Columbia to Fort Vancouver on the
Columbia River. The route ran from
Fort Vancouver, initially along the
Columbia River via Fort Walla Walla,
Fort Okanagon where it met the
overland route to Montreal, then
northwards to Fort Kamloops; thence
overland to Fort Alexander and north
along the Fraser River via Fort George
to Fort St. James (see map). This route
was used intermittently until 1826 to
supply the northern interior and to
transport the accumulated furs back to
Fort Vancouver, the journey from Fort
Vancouver to Fort St. James taking
about two months; this included three
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weeks for the overland journey from
Fort Okanagon to Fort Alexandria.’
After 1826 this trail was used on a
regular basis as the main supply route
from the coast to the interior.

By 1826 the HBC had developed a
brigade route to the west coast. These
Columbia Brigades travelled with the
Saskatchewan Brigades. The route was
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from York Factory to Edmonton by
canoe along the Nelson and North
Saskatchewan Rivers, where the
Columbia Brigades continued by horse
back to Fort Assiniboine on the
Athabasca River. From there they went
by canoe to the Columbia River and
thence by river to Fort Vancouver. The
NWC route from Montreal to the
Pacific coast went from Montreal to

Maple Leaves

[l K P ml'H‘Ml«\ TR |y w”u §i LR I Lg TRAL]



Churchill Factory

Fort ""‘}.‘
) Brandon

* .
Zboine R
)rtage-a-Prairie

Jpper Fort Garry 2
Fort Pembina %)\ Lower Fort

chestertiely
Inlet S

i
o
<

Fort Alexander
(Bas-de-la-Riviére)

!

Fort Frances
(Fort Lac-la-Pluie) [%

Grand Forks ~ P) Gamy

St Paul
Missr
. ‘%/ 2

Trois-
Riviéres

Montreal

L]

y¥ e
o Timiskaming .é"
% £ 3
- 2
OmawaR- (&
5

on-the-Lake
< '{ (Newark)

Fort William thence along the Dawson
Trail, Lake of the Woods, Winnipeg
River and Lake Winnipeg. It continued
overland to Ile-a-la-Crosse, south to
Lac la Biche and then into the
Athabasca River at about latitude 559
thence to the Columbia River and on to
Fort Vancouver (see map). The goods
and correspondence were carried
between Montreal and Fort William by
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the heavy brigade and thence by light
brigade to Fort Chipewyan on Lake
Athabasca then along the Peace,
Parsnip, and Pack Rivers to McLeod
Lake. From Fort McLeod the route
followed an old Indian trail to Fort St.
James on Stuart Lake which, until the
construction of Fort Vancouver in 1825,
was the central depot for the district.
From Fort St. James correspondence
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was despatched whenever possible.
Prior to 1821 the NWC shipped their
goods and letters west by ship to
Astoria, then along the Okanagon Trail
to Fort Kamloops and then to Fort
George and on to Fort St. James.
Internal communication between the
various outposts, other than by the
established brigade routes, was very
much a hit and miss affair as letters
were usually entrusted to Indians
travelling in that direction. On reaching
the limits of their tribal lands the letters
would be sold to friendly Indians who
would then proceed with the letter, the
cycle being repeated until the letter
reached its destination.

HBC & NWC Amalgamate

The year 1821 was significant for the
fur trading companies in British North
America as it saw an end to the vicious
rivalry that had existed between the

NWC and HBC as, during the year, the
HBC absorbed the NWC and its far
flung empire which stretched from
Montreal to the Pacific and into the
Athabasca and Mackenzie River
watersheds. The amalgamation of the
two companies provided three major
routes to the west coast empire; the
traditional HBC annual route from York
Factory; the NWC overland route from
Montreal and the direct route by sea
from both England and Montreal. In
order to govern the newly acquired
territory of New Caledonia, the
Company constructed a large fort, Fort
Vancouver, on the Columbia River,
south of the 49th parallel in present day
Oregon State. Over the next 30 years
the HBC established a number of
trading posts throughout the region:-
Fort Chilicotan in 1826, Fort Langley in
1827, Fort Simpson in 1831 and Fort
Hope in 1849. As these forts were
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established a number of brigade routes
were established from Fort Langley into
the interior to connect where necessary
with the main Okanagon Trail. In 1858
the HBC’s rule ended when the territory
became a British Colony.

Vancouver's Island

During this early period the control and
ownership of Vancouver’s Island was in
dispute as both Britain and Spain laid
claim to the island. In 1790 the British
right to the island was finally recog-
nized but no British settlement was
established until 1843, when James
Douglas established Fort Victoria, on
the south-east tip of the island, as the
new administrative centre for the HBC’s
Pacific Coast trade. This was in
response to the formal establishment of
the Canada-United States boundary in
1842 which placed Fort Vancouver,
headquarters for the New Caledonia
District, in United States territory. In
order to remain in communication with
the mainland and to ship goods to and
from Fort Victoria, the Company estab-
lished an express canoe service which
operated fortnightly between Fort
Victoria and Fort Nisqually on Puget
Sound. The establishment of trading
posts along the western seaboard
created a need for a further means of
communication; to this end, in 1835, the
Company sent out the small steamship
Beaver, the first steamship on the
Pacific. It was also during this pre-
colonial period that the Company
gradually began replacing and aug-
menting its overland brigades with
annual supply ships.

In 1849 the HBC was granted a ten
year lease of the island on condition
that it brought out settlers from Britain.
At this time the island was also made a
Crown Colony and the first Governor
General, Richard Blanchard, arrived on
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11 March 1850. He was succeeded in
1851 by James Douglas. In the early
1850s coal was discovered on the island
and a white settlement was established
at Nanaimo, with the first coal being
mined in 1853. A further influx
occurred in 1858 with the discovery of
gold in the Fraser River, which caused
Victoria to grow overnight from a small
trading post to bustling frontier town.
Thus it can be seen that from the early
1800s there was a steady increase in the
population of the region, even though
for most of the period to 1860 the
majority were servants or employees of
the fur companies: a means of
communication with their friends and
relatives was required. To satisfy this
need and to facilitate the despatch and
receipt of business correspondence the
only means of doing so was by annual
Company ship, or the occasional
merchant ship or the annual brigades
and occasional ‘expresses’ from the
East. These brigades averaged about
100 days from the headquarters of the
NWC in Montreal to the Pacific Coast.
In summer the brigades travelled by
canoe and packhorse: in winter by
snow-shoe and dog train.

Carriage of Mail

Up until 1845 the Company carried all
mail for both employees and ‘strangers’
free of charge. After 1845 persons not
in the Company’s employ were required
to pay a fee on letters carried west of the
Rocky Mountains: $1 per letter not
weighing more than half an ounce, 25¢
for each additional half ounce. It is
thought that these rates were also
charged on letters brought by the
Company’s annual supply ship, com-
mencing with the arrival of the barque
Vancouver direct from England to Fort
Victoria in 1845. Several of these letters
carried by the annual brigades are in
private hands and occasionally come up
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for sale, however, the majority of
surviving letters are held in various
archives, particularly the Hudson’s Bay
Archive.

In May of 1982 the Charles P. De
Volpi collection of early fur trade
material was offered at public auction.
Amongst the offerings were a number
of pieces carried from New Caledonian
Forts to either York Factory or Lachine.
Some of the earliest extant letters in
private hands carried by the overland
brigades were offered as lots 28-35.
This group of letters were all carried by
the same HBC ship and all arrived at
Hudson Bay House in London on the
same date, 29 October, 1837.

Lot 28 dated 27 February, 1837 from
Peter Skene Ogden, Chief Factor in
charge of New Caledonia, to John
Stewart, was carried overland to York
Factory to connect with the annual

supply ship.

Choice Classics!

Lot 29 dated 15 March, 1837, from
Robert Campbell at Fort Simpson to
John Stuart - en route, forwarded to
London.

Lot 30 dated March 1837; a folded
letter from Alexander R. Mcleod at Fort
Resolution, Great Slave Lake to John
Stuart, via James Hargrave York
Factory.

Lot 31 dated 22 April, 1837, from
Samuel Black at Fort Whale to John
Stuart, at York Factory forwarded to
London.

Lot 32 dated 24 April, from Colin
Campbell, Fort Dunvegan, Peace River,
to John Stuart.

Lot 33 dated 22 May, 1837 from
Edward Harriot, Edmonton House,to

John Stuart, Norway House, forwarded
to London.

Let us help you find that ELUSIVE CANADIAN RARITY!

Modern Errors!

Our Speciality...the Unusual!

L 4n an on n n n on o o on on an an on an o n an n an o n on n gn an B gn g 4

Tel: (306) 931-6633

Bl ol B BB

Our current lllustrated Catalogue of CANADIAN & BNA stamps
featuring CHOICE CLASSICS through MODERN ERRORS & VARIETIES jﬁ:

FREE ON REQUEST!

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE

RS
VISA
e

P.O. BOX 1870, SASKATOON, SASK., CANADA S7K 3S2.
TOLL FREE (North America only) 1-800-205-8814_

Fax: (306) 975-3728

PUP WP W W W W W W WP

98 June 1997

] 1 | TR

Maple Leaves

kb



Lot 34 dated 15 September, from York
Factory, from John Ballenden to John
Stuart.

Lot 35 dated 25 August, 1837 from
George Keith, Moose Factory; included
in this letter was advice of the arrival of
Company’s supply ship Prince of Wales,
probably the ship that carried this group
of letters back to England.

This group of letters from disparate
parts of the Company’s far flung empire
shows the brigades picking up mail and
goods as they travel eastwards from
New Caledonia to York Factory. The
same sale, (Lots 36-41), offered another
group of six letters which arrived at
Hudson’s Bay House on 18 October,
1838 carried from York Factory by the
annual supply ship. Amongst this group
was one letter from John McLeod, Fort
Vancouver, dated 14 March, 1838
endorsed 'by H.B. ship to Hudson’s Bay
House, London' The remaining letters
are from points further east, including
the Red River Settlement and Norway
House, one of them endorsed ‘via York
Factory; once again substantiating the
overland route used from the west coast
to York Factory.

Between 1820 and 1849 the only
means available to the Company to get
bulky supplies to the west coast was by
use of the Company’s sailing vessels
which made regular annual voyages
direct from London. These annual
supply vessels also carried out the mails
for both Company employees and
‘strangers. The supply ships for the
Columbia River District usually left
London in September and arrived at
Fort Victoria some time in March the
following year.’ Fortunately a number
of letters sent by the annual supply
ships have survived and a substantial
body of such correspondence is
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presently lodged in the Hudson’s Bay
Archives. The earliest is a folded letter
dated at Kincardine 7 November, 1832
and endorsed 'C/O Hudson’s Bay
House, London to the Columbia River,'
endorsed in London with the red 'COL’
cypher. (pAM. HBC. E31/2/1 folio 98d). Another
piece; a folded letter from Margaret
Glen, Dumbarton, to Archie Campbell,
steward aboard the Dierd Brig,
Columbia River c/o Hudson’s Bay
House London, rated 1/2 postage to
London plus 1d Scots road tax with red
‘Paid” London tombstone dated 1
February, 1833, endorsed with the red
'COL' cypher. (pAM. HBC. E31/7/1 folio 54d). A
third piece, from Catherine Conner to
Samuel Parsons 'On Board the Brigg
'Dryad' Captain Rickling Hudson's Bay
House,” and endorsed N.W.C. on arrival
on the west coast was further endorsed
with the cryptic message ‘Home 1834'
and ‘return to, Hudson’s Bay House on
the same ship” (PAM. HBC. E31/7/1/ folio 240d.). A
fourth piece is a single folded letter
from P. Mould dated 20 May, 1838, to
her brother William Riddler, Columbia,
advising him of his mother’s death,
returned to Hudson’s Bay House,
London endorsed “drowned in Colum-
bia River” (PAM. HBC. E31/2/7 folio 254d.).
Another piece is from William Gordon
to George Gordon seaman ‘Beaver
steamer Fort Vancouver & Columbia
River or else where - to be left at the
H.B. C. House - Fenchurch Street,
London’ dated 19 August 1838 postage
of 1/- paid to London, red ‘Paid’
tombstone 23 August 1838 date stamp
red 'COL' cypher. (paM. HBC. E31/2/1 folios
112/113). ...To be continued

Editors Note:

The author has kindly provided
photocopies of the archival letters
mentioned in the last column above but
they would not reproduce well in
‘Maple Leaves'
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POSTAL HISTORY PUZZLES -

SOLVED AND UNSOLVED (4)
By Horace W. Harrison FCPS

It required many hours of research to
come up with a reasonable explanation
for the markings, stamps and sealing
wax on the cover illustrated. The first
thing to strike the eye of the postal
historian is the disparity between the 2
ring ‘3" killer on the 3¢ Small Queen
and the c.d.s. for Gaspe-Basin, C.E.
dated April 18, 1871. Why was the 2
ring ‘3’ canceller, assigned to Quebec,
used on a cover mailed at Gaspe-Basin?
The immediately following, or even
simultaneous, question to be asked was,
why was the REGISTERED handstamp
covering portions of a 2¢ Large Queen

which had obviously been firmly
affixed to the cover to pay the registry
fee, and then partially removed? The
envelope also has the remains of a wax
seal in the upper left corner. There is
only one backstamp on the envelope
and it raises questions because it is
dated 1 May, 1871, 13 days after the
date of mailing indicated by the Gaspe-
Basin circular date stamp.

The Post Office Act of 1867,
assented to on 21 December 1867, had
the following provision: ‘81. If any
person uses or attempts to use in

A
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prepayment of postage on any letter or
other mailable matter posted in this
Province, any postage stamp which has
been before used for a like purpose,
such person shall be subject to a penalty
of not less than Ten and not exceeding
Forty dollars for every such offense, and
the letter or other mailable matter on
which such stamp has been so
improperly used may be detained, or in
the discretion of the Postmaster General
forwarded to its destination charged
with double postage’

It is reasonable to assume that this is
such a detained letter. The Postmaster at
Gaspe-Basin accepted the letter for
registration and issued the required
receipt. After departure of the sender, as
the Postmaster began the registration
process, he noticed that the two cent
postage stamp had been previously used,
and attempted to remove it from the
envelope. It had been so well affixed
that he was only partially successful. He
detained the letter, in accordance with

Paragraph 81 of the Post Office Act of
1867 and asked Division Headquarters
in Quebec City for further instructions.
Finally, 13 days after he had accepted it
for registration, he was advised to
forward the letter to Division
Headquarters, the city of destination of
the letter in any event. He stamped the
letter ‘REGISTERED” across a part of
the partially removed 2¢ stamp,
assigned it Registered Letter No. 350
and forwarded it to Quebec, as instruc-
ted. It was received there on the
afternoon of 1 May, the 3¢ Small Queen
was heavily cancelled with the 2 ring 3’
killer, assigned Registered Letter No.
130, had a Postage Due Notice for 4¢
(or possibly 6 or 10 cents) affixed to it
by wax seal at the upper left, and taken
out for delivery.

We do not know if the sender was
fined the $10 to $40 called for in
paragraph 81, but that is more research
than I care to undertake, especially with
the strong possibility of negative results.

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN

Annual subscription, due on 1 October 1996, £12.00, payable to the Society,
to: Dr John Gatecliff, Subscription Manager

The dollar equivalents are $24 CAN (+ $5.00 if airmail delivery
required) and $18 US (+ $4.00 if airmail delivery required)

It would help the Society considerably if Canadian members
pay in $CAN via Wayne Curtis as we are liable to a bank handling
charge of £6. Please make your cheque payable to Wayne,
his address is PO Box 74 Stn A, Toronto, Canada M5W 1A2

Members who have not paid the current year’s subscription by 30 April
will be removed from the Maple Leaves circulation list.
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EARLY BNA STAMP PERFORATION

MEASUREMENTS
Julian Goldberg

Richard Kiusalas’ 'Canadian Specialist
Gauge' has been mentioned many times
in BNA philatelic journals by collectors
who use it to examine the perforations
of their early Canadian stamps. As a
result, much has been written about the
Kiusalas gauge and what its
measurements represent. However, this
article is  written in order to further
examine and explain what Richard
Kiusalas believed about the rotary
perforating  machines that had
perforated Canadian stamps through the
idea suggested by his perforation gauge.
Winthrop Boggs’ writings on early
Canadian stamp perforations will be
used to provide the background,
approach and information needed in
order to understand Kiusalas’ gauge
measurements further. We are con-
cerned here with the machines used to
perforate early Canadian stamps
produced by the American Bank Note
Company (ABNC) and the British
American Bank Note Company
(BABNC) from 1858 to 1902.

With regard to the perforation
measurements of early Canadian
stamps, there are two major works that
will be referred to throughout this
article. The first was a study written by
Winthrop S. Boggs as ‘Early American
Perforating Machines and Perforations
1857-1867" in 'The Collectors Club
Philatelist, Vol. 33, pp. 61, 145; Mar.,
May, 1954 (reprinted in 1982); the
second was produced by Richard
Kiusalas as ‘The Canadian Specialist
Gauge’ in 1965. Both works express
their measurements in imperial inches
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since this was the measurement used in
building the perforating machines. The
rotary perforating machines used in
North America consisted of sets of
paired wheels where one wheel had
holes and the other had pins around the
rim so that the pins would enter into the
holes as they rotated together and
perforated the paper in between the
wheels. Thus, there are two major
factors that affect perforation measure-
ments on the stamps in question:

A - The number of holes or pins on
the perforating wheel.

B - The circumference of the
perforating wheel.

In order for the machine to work
properly, the wheel with the holes in it
had to be the same size as the wheel
with the pins on it. In support of this,
Boggs states on page 64 (4) of the above
work, 'Note that the diameter of the
counterpart (hole) wheel is equal to the
diameter of the perforating (pin) wheel
measured from tip to tip of pins' The
circumference equals the diameter
multiplied by pi (22/7 or 3.14). Thus the
circumference of the wheel with holes
in it should be equal to the circum-
ference of the wheel with pins on it
(around the tips of the pins). In turn, the
number of holes on one wheel must be
equal to the number of pins on the other
wheel. Ideally, the holes should be
equally spaced and the pins should be
equally spaced from each other.

The formula: No of holes/pins on
wheel (A) over circumference in inches
(B) gives the actual number of equally
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spaced perforating holes/pins (per-
forations) per inch, the method of
expression used by Boggs throughout
his study. On the other hand, the
formula: B over A gives the actual
measurement in inches from centre to
centre between any two equally spaced
neighbouring perforating holes/pins,
which is the method of expression that
Kiusalas used on his perforation gauge
in thousandths of an inch.

Accurate information on early
rotary perforating machines is almost
non-existent except for the Bemrose
patent (#2607) of 1854 which Boggs
mentioned; these old machines are no
longer around to examine and there are
hardly any documents which relate to
actual measurements of the diameter
and/or circumference of the wheels.
Also, there was no such thing as a
perfect circle as a perforating wheel
because of factors involved in early
construction. Most of this work is based
on the theories and assumptions made
by Boggs and Kiusalas. The major
difference between Boggs® and
Kiusalas’ understanding of rotary
perforating machines has to do with
their approach as to which of the two
perforating machine factors ‘A’
(number of holes/pins in the wheel) or
‘B* (circumference of the wheel) re-
mains unchanged. Boggs maintains that
‘B’ remains unchanged while ‘A’
changes over time, thus affecting
perforation measurement. On the other
hand, Kiusalas shows through his gauge
that ‘A’ remains unchanged while ‘B’
changes over time. However, it may
also have been that both ‘A’ and ‘B’
could have together changed over time.
This would make things even more
complicated by having two changing
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values instead of one. It would be very
difficult to put things together without
any specific information for the exact
values of both ‘A’ and ‘B’, which are
presently unknown.

On page 79 (19) of his study, Boggs
assumes the circumference of the
perforating rotating wheels to be 6.75
inches, as based on his measurement of
the wheels in the patent drawings on
page 64 (4) and he keeps this value
unchanged in the chart on page 79. On
the other hand, Boggs gives, on page 79
many different values for the number of
holes/pins such as 98, 100, 101, 103,
104-105, 108 on different rotary per-
forating machines.  As such, he
calculates the number of holes or pins
per inch, as rounded to the nearest
quarter, giving values of 14.5, 14.75,
15, 15.25, 15.5, 16 which, when
converted into the philatelic gauge (per
2 cm), gives values of 11.4, 11.6, 11.85,
11.95, 12.2, 12.6 for our philatelic
understanding. Since Boggs has round-
ed the values that he obtained to the
nearest quarter of an inch, some of the
values that he converted into the
philatelic gauge may be off. However,
the following measurements are the
actual ones that are directly calculated
from Boggs’ measurements, as rounded
to the nearest hundredth:

98 holes/pins/6.75" circumference =

14.52 holes/pins per inch =
11.43 perforations per 2cm

Similarly, with circumference 6.75" remaining
constant, 100 holes approximates to perf. 11.67 (date
of 1858%)

101 holes to perf. 11.78 (1861-2%*)

103 holes to perf. 12.02 (1862-3*)

104 holes to perf. 12.13

105 holes to perf. 12.25
108 holes to perf. 12.60 (*dates are from page 146
(22) of Boggs' study article)
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From Kiusalas” 'Canadian specialist
Gauge.' only those measurements which
were used for older Canadian stamps
and which fall within the range of
Boggs®  measurements  will  be
considered.  The measurements in
question, in thousandths of an inch are
68, 67, 66, 65, 64, 63; their equivalent
values on the philatelic perforation
gauge (per 2 cm) are 11.58, 11.75,
11.93, 12.11, 12.30, 12.50 respectively.
It is believed that the Kiusalas
perforation gauge is based on the
assumption that the number of
holes/pins on the perforating wheel
remained unchanged while the
circumference of the perforating wheel
gradually changed over time. Taking a
fixed number of 100 pins/holes, the
Kiusalas value of 68 (i.e. pins 0.068"
apart) suggests a wheel with
circumference 6-8" a value of 67
suggests a circumference of 6:7" etc.

It can thus be seen that Kiusalas
believed that, when a new perforating
machine was being made for early
Canadian stamps, the manufacturer of
the machine wanted to duplicate as near
as possible an existing perforating
machine, without making any changes,
by keeping the same number of 100
holes/pins and the same circumference
as the earlier machine had. What tended
to have happened most probably was
that the number of holes/pins remained
the same because this was most easy to
control, but the measurement of the
circumference slipped by 1/10" (0.1"), a
very small measurement that would not
have been noticed or considered
important, since no copy of anything is
exactly the same as the original.
However, to the philatelist, such a very
small change in the circumference of a
perforating wheel does affect the gauge
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of a stamp perforation by more than a
tenth of a perforation per 2 cm. On
page 79 of his study article, Boggs
believes that the differences in
perforating machine measurements was
due to the mechanic who built the
machine incorrectly interpreting the
number of holes/pins to the inch as
meaning the number of holes/pins
within the inch instead of to the inch. It
is also possible that slips in
circumference measure-ments may only
have been 1/20" (0.05"), giving some
intermediate measurements of ten-
thousandths of an inch. An example
may be the 12.02 per 2 cm gauge
measurement that falls between
Kiusalas' 66 and 65. This may have
been the result of the heavily used
wheel of the obsolescent Kiusalas' 66
perforating machine being copied to
make a new machine whose
circumference was 1/20" less but which
still had the same number of holes or
pins as the older one. Such a machine
would have had 100 holes/pins with a
circumference measurement of 6.55”
which would give a measurement of
holes/pins per inch (100 / 6.55") which
is equivalent to our philatelic 12.02 (per
2 cm) gauge measurement. The fact that
all of Kiusalas® 68, 67, 66, 65, 64, 63
are successive, tends to support the
theory that duplicates were made from
the newest of the existing machines,
resulting in a gradually finer perfora-
tion and a higher philatelic perforation
gauge (per 2 cm) as time went on. Also,
the intermediate 12.02 (per 2 cm) gauge
measurement occurs in  between
Kiusalas’ 66 and 65 which is in the
middle of his six successively ordered
perforation gauge numbers. It may be
possible that even smaller variations in
the circumference measurement of the
perforating wheel occurred.
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When trying to go step by step
backwards, using Kiusalas’ gauge in
order to reconstruct the exact original
measurements of the old perforating
machines, there was one set of
measurements which was found to have
been most likely used by the
manufacturer of these rotary perfor-
ating machines. The measurement
values consisted of the number of
holes/pins being an even 100 and the
cir-cumference measurement of the
wheel changing by 0.1" from 6.80" to
6.30". This set of measurements may
have been used because they come
close to and are in the same area of
Boggs’ perforating wheel circumfer-
ence of 6.75". When this is considered,
Kiusalas’ 68 represents the first per-
foration to be used on a Canadian stamp
in 1858 and the perforating wheel
circumference could have been 6.80",
which is very close to Boggs’ 6.75"
measurement of the Bemrose patent
drawings. Both have this firs
machine start off with 100 holes/pins on
the perforating wheel. However from
this point onwards, Boggs has the
number of holes or pins increase by at
least one for each new machine made
over time with the circumference
measurement remaining the same, at
6.75", while Kiusalas has the
circumference measurement decrease
by at least 1/10" (0.1") for each new
machine made over time with the
number of 100 holes/pins remaining the
same. However, the measurements of
the first machine could be expressed in
ten-thousandths of an inch as 0.0675"
or 675 in order to be the same as Boggs’
circumference measurement of 6.75".
On page 79 of his study article, Boggs
mentions 'There is consideration to be
given to the fact that a wheel bearing

Maple Leaves

100 pins/holes, but slightly smaller in
circumference (than 6.75"), by .1"
(1/10") would give a gauge of 11.85
(instead of 11.60)! This point is most
interesting because he makes mention
of 100 holes or pins and a decreasing
circumference of 1/10" (0.1") as
another possibility that results in a
change in the philatelic perforation
gauge. However, it appears that Boggs
did not pursue this possibility further
even though he outlines two very basic
measurements which have been
mentioned as being characteristic of the
perforating machines that the Kiusalas
gauge is based on. As such, it is
possible that Kiusalas developed his
perforation gauge based on this small
reference by Boggs which he probably
read. The comparisons between Boggs’
and Kiusalas’ original measurements

are as follows: Pins on Circum-
(1858) wheel ference
Boggs  14.75 pins per inch: 100 6.75"

Kiusalas 68 thousandths of an inch: 100  6.80"

(1861/2)

Boggs  15.00 pins per inch: 101 6.75"
Kiusalas 67 thousandths of an inch: 100 6.70"
(1862/3)

Boggs  15.25 pins per inch: 103 6.75"
Kiusalas 66 thousandths of an inch: 100 6.60"
Boggs  15.50 pins per inch: 104 6.75"
Kiusalas 65 thousandths of an inch: 100 6.50"
Boggs  15.50 pins per inch: 105 6.75"
Kiusalas 64 thousandths of an inch: 100 6.40"
Boggs  16.00 pins per inch: 108 6.75"

Kiusalas 63 thousandths of an inch: 100 6.30"

Thus we see the major differences
between Boggs” and Kiusalas” approach
to understanding rotary perforating
machine measurement anomalies.
Boggs, through his writings, believed
that the circumference of the perfora-
ting wheel remained the same at 6.75"
and that changes in the gauge of stamp
perforations resulted from changes to

Continued on page 107
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Phillips conduct 35 to 40 auctions of postage stamps each year,
and there are always opportunities to buy and sell at auction.

Regular visits are made by our philatelic specialists to intending vendors
in most areas of the UK and visits can be made to inspect suitable
collections.

For further details on our sales and free sample catalogues

write or telephone David Boyd on (0171) 468 8345.
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101 New Bond Street, London W1Y 0OAS.
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BOOK REVIEW

‘The Oneglia Engraved Forgeries’ by
Robson Lowe and Carl Walske; hard
cover, 104pp, 9.5" x 6.5", published by
James Bendon, Limassol, Cyprus. £25
plus £1 p&p or US $42.50 plus $2 p&p.

Robson Lowe needs no introduction
to students of philately and the study of
forgeries has long been a major interest;
Carl Walske is well known to collectors
of forgeries, having been a serious
student of the subject for some 40 years.
Between them they have pieced to-
gether much of the Oneglia oeuvre and
have provided a detailed, illustrated list-
ing of the engraved forgeries believed to
have been produced by or on behalf of
Erasmo Oneglia. It should be noted that
the book specifically deals only with
Oneglia’s engraved forgeries, he did
also produce a few lithographs well.

For many years much of Oneglia’s
work was attributed to Angelo Panelli
who certainly handled some of it. More
recently it has been re-attributed to
Oneglia, although Panelli still gets the
credit in some auction catalogues. As
the authors are at pains to point out,
much of Oneglia’s work is listed in his
catalogues produced in the decade
around 1900. Angelo Panelli was born
in 1894 and is very unlikely to have
been producing engraved forgeries
between the ages of, say, 2 and 13!

The book covers Oneglia’s exten-
sive, worldwide range of engraved
forgeries. BNA interest lies in the
Canada pence and 1859 issues, New-
foundland pence and early cents, British
Columbia pence and cents, New Bruns-
wick pence and Nova Scotia pence and
cents. Oneglia seems not to have
bothered with PEI, possibly be-cause
most of its stamps were not engraved.
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A brief discussion of rarity and
price is interesting and certainly the
prices indicated are conservative in
relation to BNA material. The authors
rightly point to the multi-value sheets of
Newfoundland pence stamps as the
most common, these being among the
few examples of Oneglia’s engraved
forgeries produced in sheet form rather
than as individual items. The 12d black
was priced very highly by Oneglia, in
comparison to his other products, and
remains expensive to this day

If one wished to cavil then one
might have called for the profuse black
and white illustrations to have been
somewhat larger than life size, but this
is a minor consideration compared to
the value of seeing such a masterly
compilation of this forger’s sometimes
dangerous products.

%k 3k 3k sk ok

PERFORATIONS...continued from page 105
the number of holes/pins on the
perforating wheel only. On the other
hand, Kiusalas, through his gauge,
shows that the number of holes or pins
on the perforating wheel remains the
same (100) and that changes in the
gauge of stamp perforations resulted
from changes to the circumference of
the perforating wheel only. Even though
Boggs may have first hinted at the
possibility that the holes/pins on the
perforating wheel remained the same
and that the circumference of the
perforating wheel changed, it was
Kiusalas who worked on fully
developing this idea by his perforation
gauge measurements.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bob Bayes
TEN AND TEN

After reading my response in the
January ML to Stan Lum’s article, I
felt I could better explain the
regulations if [ were to use my own
material for the illustrations.

It is highly unlikely that an official
of the Post Office would charitably
allow the sum of ten cents to go
uncollected, when mail that lacked the
one cent War Tax was held until
payment had been collected.

The situation where part of the
Special Delivery fee was prepaid, but

not all, was exacerbated when the
Special Delivery rate increased from
ten cents to twenty cents on | August,
1921.

The two covers illustrated answer
the questions posed by Stan Lum’s
article.

The 31 July, 1922, cover (Fig. 1) is
explained by the following regulations:
US postmasters were advised that a
letter, mailed in Canada, which bears a
US Special Delivery stamp, is
considered, in the country of origin, to
be short paid the amount of the Special
Delivery fee applicable in Canada and
is subject to collection from the
addressee of double the amount of the
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short payment. However, on receipt in
the US, the delivering postmaster was
to allow credit for any US stamp
affixed.

The US Official Postage Guide
states, “Postage due on Special
Delivery matter will be collected in
Postage Due stamps.” Section 772,
regulation 8 - this was a repeat of
Section 621 approved 16
January, 1889.

The 20 July, 1923, cover (Fig.2) is
explained thus:
The Postmaster General’s office re-
affirmed on 10 September, 1921, its
earlier ruling that if the Special
Delivery fee was partially paid, double
the deficiency should be collected. The
re-affirmation specifically noted that
this applied when a ten cents Special
Delivery stamp was used to prepay the
new twenty cents rate.

Maple Leaves

Eric Needs
VALUE ADDED

Godfrey Townsend asked for
suggestions regarding his 17¢ Cartier
cover illustrated in the January issue.

In my view the cover, already
stamped with the 17¢ Cartier, left
London on 6 Jan 1860 for Liverpool.
The invalid stamp was ignored,
rendering the cover unpaid. The
Cunarder ‘Africa’ left Liverpool on 7
Jan, arriving in New York on 23 Jan,
with the closed mails for Canada. At
Montreal the cover was rated 8d stg.
postage due plus 6d stg. fine = 29¢
Cdn.

Entering the realms of fantasy,
perhaps the clerk at Toronto P.O.
recognised the 17¢ Cartier and
cancelled the correct 29¢ postage due.
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References:

March 1854 - GPO by closed mail via
USA 8d stg.

June 1859 from Canada 17c.

GPO March 1859.. letters addressed to
Canada posted unpaid, will be charged
with a fine of 6d in addition to the
usual postage...

Jeff Switt,
PRESCOTT AND KINGSTON

I read the article on page 15 of the
January ‘“Maple Leaves” about the
Prescott grid and had to take a look at
the front cover of the magazine to see
if it was dated 1 April!

From the poor illustration of the cancel
and stamp it appears that the straight

leg of the letter ‘R’ runs across the
edge of the perforations of the stamp
likely causing the appearance of a
reversed ‘R’ (this is exactly the case,
see question 4 on pl6, Ed.).

Regarding the Kingston slogans,
Kingston is notorious for broken
slogan boxes in that position. I was
rather surprised to read the editorial
note speculating that the 1974
slogans were from two different dies
due to differing sizes of slogan box.
This difference was caused by a
problem in processing that particular
envelope through high speed
machinery. I have seen several
distortions - both condensing and
expanding the machine obliterator,
some up to 1.5"

(That will teach me to keep my pen in
my pocket-Ed.)

Collectors

Wide scope of cover including
Accidental Damage

Exhibitions anywhere in the world
Stamp Exchange Clubs

Transits

Societies (including your own)

WARDROP

& Co LIMITED

Specialists in Philatelic insurance for more than 50 years

Study Circles

Standard Premiums per £1000
£3.75 for UK cover

£2.50 for Normal bank cover
£1.25 for bank only cover
Minimum premium £15.00

Please write for a prospectus/proposal PO BOX 772 Coggeshall Essex CO6 IlUW
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I am grateful to those members who
have already sent in their booking form
for the Convention. I must remind
members who have not done so that the
block booking and quoted prices only
hold good until 14 July, so now is the
time to fill in the form and post it to me.

With regard to the provisional
programme published in the April issue,
Lew Warren’s display on the Wed-
nesday evening has been expanded to
include the Pence Issue. Here’s a chance
to see some fine, classic, material.

FROM THE SECRETARY

Members attending the AGM should
note that as the Accounts have been

published in the April ‘ML individual
copies will not be availabe at the
Meeting.

S & C SCOTLAND GROUP

Members from Scotland and the North
of England held their Spring meeting at
Crawford, where a varied diet, from the
1870 issue, through the Jubilees,to the
vagaries of the current Canadian
definitives were among the mini-
displays by those present, all of whom
participated.

The summer meeting will be on 7
June at 2 p.m. at the Netherlee Kirk
House, 552 Clarkston Road, Glasgow,
(opposite the Linn Park Gates). The
autumn meeting will be on 11 October
at the Crawford Arms Hotel, Crawford.
All are welcome.

BNA TOPICS, quarterly journal

TransAtlantic Mails
Postal Stationery
Elizabethan Era
Airmails
Military Mails
... and many more
Write the Secretary:

CONSIDER JOINING
THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Annual conventions in interesting cities in Canada and the United States

More than 20 Study Groups actively involved in specialty areas, including:

Jerome Jarnick, 108 Duncan Dr., Troy, MI 48098 USA

BNAPS - The Society for Canadian Philately

BNAPortraitS, quarterly newsletter

Small Queens
Railway Post Offices
Revenues
Flag Cancels
Newfoundland

Maple Leaves
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AMENDMENTS TO MEMBERSHIP
to 22 April, 1997

New Members

2760 Hopkins, Eric A. 63 Orchard Close, Dosthill, Tamworth, Staffs. B77 INB C,N.R
2761 Miller, Christopher P. B.161 Upper Woodcote Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks

RG4 7JR WWILPH
2762 Cross, Richard P. 83 Heaton Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3QA M,WWI

2763 Ruddington, Stuart. 100-53 Village Centre Place, Mississauga, ON, Canada, L4Z 1V9 CS, Map

2764 Hetherington, H.A.P. Bucklands, Cousley Wood, Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 6QT SOA
2765 Byrmne, David. 16 Donard Road, Drimmagh, Dublin 12, Ireland ¢
2766 Radley, Lt. Col. K.J. 16 Forbes Avenue, Kanata, ON, Canada, K2L 2LB Cen, CG

2767 Moore, Thomas R. 424 Eaton Park Drive, London, ON. Canada, N6J IW9 PH(London), Xmas

2768 Ellison, David J. 46A Christchurch Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS2 4JN

Deceased

2378 Baron Dr. M.L. 2484 Walker A.R.

Change of Address

483 Hannah J. Change postcode to AB10 6NB

2606 Cartwright, B. 7 Huddisdon Close, Woodloes, Warwick, CV34 5TP

2482

Mario, D. 933 Dudley Street, Saskatoon, SASK, Canada, S7TM IK8

2446 Thornburgh W.N. Change postcode to 98020-2559
2722 Tomlinson R. B. Insert 4001-35th Street before RR#1

2654 Walton W.G. Change postcode to 07830-3511

Revised Total 475

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1997

June 19 Wessex Group — 20th Century
July 24-26 Rare Stamps of the World
Exhibition; Claridges Hotel, London
Aug 28-30 BNAPEX '97. St John's,
Newfoundland

Sep 10-13 CPS of GB Convention,
Crown Hotel, Harrogate

Sep 17-21 STAMPEX, London,
Business Design Centre, Islington, 52
Upper Street, London

Sep 19-21 Royal Caltapex, Calgary

International Exhibitions

Jul 27-Aug 2 PORTUGAL '98, Lisbon
Oct 23-Nov 1 ITALY '98, Milan
Oct 20-25 ILSAPEX '98, Johannesburg

1999
Apr 27-May 4 IBRA '99, Nurnberg
Jun 26-Jul 4 PHILEXFRANCE '99

2000
Apr 28-May 7 ESPANA 2000, Madrid

PD,O.PC.FDC

May 22-28 STAMP SHOW 2000, Earl's

Court, London
Junl-11 WIPA 2000, Vienna

Details of London Group from Colin

1997
Oct 17-26 MOSCOW '97, Moscow
Dec 5-14 INDIA '97, New Delhi

1998
May 12-21 ISRAEL '98, Tel Aviv

112
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Banfield 0181 281 0442 (home) or 0171
407 3693 (office); Wessex Group details
from Dr Dorothy Sanderson 01794 523
924: S & C Scotland from John Hillson
01461 205656. Contact for West of
Scotland is Bill McVey 0141 637 6853.
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THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN 1996/7

President:
F. Laycock, MC, 2 Manorgarth Barn, Addingham, Ilkley, W. Yorks, LS29 ONS

Secretary:
T.E. Almond, FCPS, 2 Filbert Drive, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 5DZ

Treasurer and Publicity Officer:
N.J.A. Hillson, FCPS, Westerlea, 5 Annanhill, Annan, Dumfriesshire, DG12 6TN

Editor:
D.F. Sessions, FRPL, FCPS, 31 Eastergate Green, Rustington, Littlehampton, BN16 3EN

Subscription Manager:
Dr. J. Gatecliff, 68D Pontefract Road, Featherstone, Pontefract, WF7 SHG

Handbooks Manager:
D.J. Scoot, 62 Jackmans Place, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1RO

Librarian:
C.G. Banfield, FCPS, 32 Coolgardie Avenue, Chigwell, Essex, IG7 SAY

Exchange Packet Managers:
(Packet) H.R. Johnson, 27 Ridgeway Avenue, Gravesend, Kent, DA12 5BD
(Covermart) T.M. Jones, 14 Tullis Close, Sutton Courtenay, Nr. Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4BD

Advertising Manager:
B.A. Hargreaves, 87 Fordington Road, London N6 4TH

Assistant Editor:
G.E. Taylor, 38 Lumley Road, Horley, Surrey, RH6 7JL

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

The Postal History Society of Canada publishes an award-winning quarterly
journal, sponsors seminars on Canadian postal history, and awards prizes for
the best postal history exhibit at philatelic shows across Canada.

The 200-page special CAPEX '87 Fifteenth Anniversary issue of the Journal
is still available at $15.00Cdn, postpaid anywhere in the world.

For further information or a membership application form, please write to the
Secretary:

R.F. Narbonne
216 Mailey Drive
Carleton Place, Ontario
Canada K7C 3X9




HANDBOOKS FOR SALE
June 1997

Prices include inland postage unless otherwise stated

Opusculum Philatelic Research Foundation £25.50
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