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Notes and Comments

This Issue of “ Maple Leaves”

This issue includes the revised membership list, Index to Volume 3 and
reports on the Convention. Not much space has been left for articles on
stamps. but as much as possible is being squeezed in.

Notes on the Quebec Tercentenary stamps may be of interest. These are
the work of a new contributor, Mr. C. E. C. Shipton, whom we welcome to our
columns. Such articles as these on the Maple Leaf and Numerals issues and
Mr. Shipton’s one on the Quebec Tercentenary are not regarded as the “last
word ” on these issues. There have been some very gratifying references to
such articles, but too few letters to show that members use the information con-
tained in the articles as a stepping stone to further study. Let us hope that the
results of further study will come forward soon for printing in the journal.

Convention, 1951

The Convention has come and gone, and for the benefit of members who
could not be present there are several reports contained in this number, each
written from a different angle. From these, members will perhaps form an
idea of what a C.P.S. Convention is like, but only attendance at a Convention
will prove how pleasant it is to be one of a company of kindred spirits with
ties of common interest. So it is not too soon to make the good resolution to
attend at Bournemouth in 1952.

Reviews

Copies of a reprint “Additional data about Northern Ontario and Kee-
watin Post Offices to 1895 ” have been received from the author, Mr. Frank W.
Campbell, of Royal Oak, Michigan, for inclusion in the library. The list will
be welcomed by members interested in collecting postmarks and in the postal
history of the district. A‘few of the reprints are available on application to
Mr. Campbell by any members interested. It is difficult to appreciate the
amount of work and research that is involved in compiling information about
such marks, but those like Mr. Campbell who attempt the work find it
fascinating. Any members who have similar tastes in postal history research
would, I am sure, obtain encouragement and assistance from Mr. Campbell in
their efforts to do similar research work for other B.N.A. localities.

« Stamp Collecting "—see advt. in this issue—has published a special
“Canadian ” number to which several of our members have contributed.
Contained in it are additional notes by F. B. about the 2 cents, 1868, a report
about the Harrogate Convention, the story of the origin and growth of the
C.P.S. and G.B., and many other interesting articles.. We are much indebted
to the Editor of Stamp Collecting for the loan of four blocks for this issue.
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Founder’s Fund

Elsewhere in this issue will be seen what was decided at Harrogate in re-
gard to the Founder’s Fund as the Society’s gesture of appreciation of the work
done by its Founder and first President. ~All “ old ” members know “ Stevie’s
work, but for the benefit of *“ young ™ members we must say that there would
be no C.P.S. of G.B. but for * Stevie’s ” enthusiasm and vision.

Winnipeg Fund

The President of the Winnipeg P.S. has written to acknowledge receipt of
the Society’s contribution towards Winnipeg relief. In thanking the C.P.S. of
G.B. he states that one or two of their local members suffered damage in the
floods, but were unable to collect from the general fund as they were outside
the specified areas. The contribution was therefore very welcome. He adds:
“ Philatelic comradeship has again proved itself with this gift.”

The 2c. 1868

Our reprinted article in the July number has brought a few letters. The
first, from the author, Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs, corrects a mistake in the
original article in referring to the position of the stamps in the blocks referred
to. This should read: “ These blocks fitted together and proved to be positions
5-6-7-8; 15-16-17-18 on the sheet.” Mr. Boggs is indebted to our member, F.
R. Brown of Kent, for drawing his attention to the error.

Mr. Bowman of Orpington writes to say that it was he who first wrote
about this re-entry. He described and illustrated it in the May 1939 number
of the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain. At that time Mr. Bowman had
come across it only on the later printings. He now describes the copies he
possesses :

One on the deep green, wove paper, presumably the second printing,

with double ring numeral “3” cancellation.

Two on the blue green, one cancelled with double ring numeral
“ 4 the other one cancelled, “ Hamilton, C.W., Dec. 27/70.”

One on the pale or yellow green with double ring numeral ™ 3.”

Cne on emerald green—mint copy.

Two on a distinct bottle green shade, in Mr. Bowman’s opinion the
last shade in which the 2c. was printed. One of the two is cancelled
“/72 Ont.”

These seven examples cover all the printings with the exception of the first
printing on the thin semi-transparent paper.

Mr. Bowman says in regard to Mr. Boggs’ statement that the re-entry is
especially noticeable in the doubling of the foliate ornament at the upper right
that he cannot trace this doubling in any of his seven examples, but the left
numeral “ 2., he agrees, is distinctly different in appearance.

In his book on P. 247 Mr. Boggs describes and illustrates this re-entry and
says that this shows strongly in the word “ Canada ” and occurs in all print-
ings. This should be modified possibly to exclude the first printing.

Mr. Baresh has shown us his specimens, five in number, but these are on
similar papers to those described by Mr. Bowman.

Finds including the Perf. 121 Indian Red

The 3 cents “Perf. 121 ” still keep turning up : Mr. P. Marsden of London
reports that he has found in his own collection a very nice copy which has now
been given a certificate by the B.P.A. Expert Committee. The stamp is can-
celled with a double ring 7 of St. John N.B. Mr. J. J. Bonar of Edinburgh
reports a similar discovery in a recently-bought collection. It also has the
double ring 7 postmark.

Mr. Marsden reports that he recently found a cover bearing the Map
Stamp of 1898 very nicely postmarked with a flag cancellation dated 25th
December, 1898. He wonders if many such covers exist with similar Christ-

mas Day postmarks.
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Varieties of Newfoundland

We don’t mention Newfoundland very often. Perhaps one of our
specialists in Newfoundland stamps will one day send along some notes for the
benefit of others with similar interests.

Crowded out from last issue was a welcome note about a posthumous
stamp (dare we use that adjective in regard to Newfoundland?) that has turned
up in the shape of a variety of the Postage Due 10 cent stamp. It is on thin
paper and is watermarked. Major Eaton of the Stanley Stamp Co., of Van-
couver, brings it to our notice. He had heard of its existence early this year
and, searching around, managed to find a few sheets. The monthly Bulletin
of the Stanley Stamp Co., which reaches us regularly, describes it and points
out that the variety of printing “LUE ” for “DUE ” occurs on the water-
marked paper.

W. J. Carstairs of St. Andrews writes to mention a variety he has come
across. It may have been recorded already, but Mr. Carstairs has not seen
it. It consists of what appears to be the sun rising above the horizon below
~ WF” of “ Newfoundland ” on the 5 cents deep blue of 1887 (SG 53). Mr.
Carstairs has called this variety “ Wot, no seal meat!”

Group News

This is the period when news from the groups is scarce. Members have
been on holiday and few groups have yet started their season’s activities.

A printed syllabus received from the Newcastle-on-Tyne group shows
that they are well ahead with their arrangements for the season, not only for
group meetings, but for group displays to local Philatelic Societies. Meetings
are held usually on the first Tuesday of each month. The first meeting held
after publication of this issue will be on 23rd October, when there will be a
display by Mr. Stanley Dale.

Late news, but this is the first opportunity afforded to discuss the last
meeting of the London group. I cannot do better than quote this report re-
ceived from Mr. Greenhill : “ The last meeting of the season consisted of a
surprise evening, when Nugent Clougher and G. B. Harper taxed the brains
of those present with two concentrated attacks of General Knowledge, each
presented from different angles.

How little we know of our Canadian stamps!—excepting, of course, J. L.
Gammie with a runaway victory in Nugent Clougher’s test. The Chairman
tuled his own wife out when it was found that she had obtained most marks
in his test, and we suspect he did this as he did not want to see back at home
the items he had given as a prize.”

The new season opens on 25th October with a talk and display on Jubilee
and Quebec Commemoratives.

Glasgow group’s programme has been arranged. They are bringing in ~
some outside talent this season. The first meeting on 15th October will find
Mr. Oswald Fraser’s “ Odds and Ends ™ on display, and Mr. Stephenson will
shows his Admirals on 19th November. The December item, on 17th, is Miss
B. Lyndhurst Ogden’s “ Selected.”

New Postal Study Circles

The interest taken in the already launched “Admirals ” Study Circle has .
led the Committee to start additional circles to deal with the following sub-
jects:—1, The 1870 Issues (Small Heads); 2, The Maple and Numerals, 1897-
99 Issues; 3, The Edwards, 1903 Issue; 4, Pre-Cancels; 5, Postal Stationery.
Any member wishing to take part in the activities of any of the above-
mentioned circles please communicate with the Co-ordinator of Studies, A. E.
Stephenson, 44, Saughtonhall Drive, Edinburgh, 12.

This set of eight stamps appeared in 1908, and is the first commemorative
issue of Canada issued by Canada in the twentieth century.
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THE QUEBEC TERCENTENARY ISSUE
By C. E. C. SHIPTON

Kirdly lent by the Editor of
“Stamp Collecting

Kindly lent by the Editor of
“Stamp Collecting ™

The issue commemorates the 300th Anniversary of the Foundation of
Quebec and the first permanent Settlement of Canada.

The stamps were designed by Machado, one of the American Bank Note
Company’s foremost designers, and were engraved and printed by that Com-
pany. They were on sale for three months only, the first values appearing on
16th July, 1908, and the last value, the 15 cents, on October 14th, 1908.

The stamps were printed double size in sheets of 100 in a format 10 x 10
and perforated 12, but all values are known imperforate either with or without
cum —with gum are the rarer. The sheets usually bear the imprint “ Ottawa

No. . . .” on the top above the fifth and sixth stamps, but the imprint is found
occasionally at the bottom in an inverted form.
DESIGNS

cent Black. Portrait of King George V and Queen Mary as Prince and
Princess of Wales.

cent Green. Portraits of Jacques Cartier, the Discoverer of Canada, and
Samuel de Champlain, the Founder of Quebec. The portrait of the
former is after that by F. Riss, the original of which hangs in the
Town Hall of St. Malo, France, which was Cartier’s birthplace.

2 cents Carmine. Portraits of King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra taken
from photographs by W. Downey of Regent Street, London, England.

5 cents Blue. Shews a view generally supposed to be of the first Settlement at
Quebec. Note the out-dated spelling of “QUEBECQ ™ for Quebec on
this stamp.

7 cents Olive. Portraits of the Marquis Pombal de Montcalm, the defender of
Quebec in 1759, and his conqueror, Major-General Wolfe, both of
whom died in the battle of the Heights of Abraham.

10 cents Violet shews a view of the city of Quebec in 1700. The actual date of
the deign is 1707, and is taken from an illustration in Bacqueville de
la Potherie’s Histoire de la Nouvelle France.

15 cents Brown Orange is a composite design shewing Champlain leaving
Quebec on a voyage of exploration. Again note the out-dated word
“partiment ” for the modern depart.

20 cents Dull Brown shews a view of Cartier’s fleet arriving off Quebec prior to
making the Settlement. The site of Quebec was at that time known
as Stadacona to the Indians, who had a settlement there. In passing
it is interesting to note that the design of this value was to have been
a Courier de Bois with Indians and the colour green. (This informa-
tion comes from a “ Special Despatch ™ from Ottawa to the “ Toronto
Globe ” under date July 3rd, 1900).
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VARIETIES

A constant variety is found in the 1 cent value on the 44th stamp of each
sheet. It consists of a line through the bottom of the letters ANADA of
Canada, two dots in the C of Canada, a dot on each side of the “0” of
1608 and a short spur off the centre of the bottom frame line. The first part
of this is a re-entry, but the line at the bottom is probably caused by a slip of
the engraver’s tool.

A re-entry showing in “ 1908 ” and lettering is known on the 1 cent.

On the 5 cent a clear dotted line through “Canada Postage” and con-
tinuing across the stamp with a thickening under “ 1908.”

In the 7 cent value a variety showing a dot in the “P ” of Postage ” is
mentioned by Mr. W. S. Boggs in his book on Canada, and although this
variety appears frequently on this value it is found also, though more rarely,
on the 1 cent, 2 cents and 5 cents values. It would not, therefore, appear to
be a true variety, but seems merely to be a position dot showing due to a
minute displacement of the paper in printing.

On the 20 cents there is a re-entry showing a clear doubling of the top
right corner.

This issue would repay intensive study. It is probable that the “dot in
P variety may be found in values other than those enumerated in the check
list given below. The same might be said of the dotted line variety. Hair
lines are found on the three values that were printed from more than one plate,
i.e.,, the lc., 2c. and 3c. values. Some values may be found on toned paper
instead of the normal white wove.

ESSAYS AND PROOFS

Two Die Essays (very rare) are known of the 1 cent:—
1. Die sunk in India on card.
2. On card cut close.

DIE PROOFS (in India sunk on card).

1 cent Black. 7 cents Black.
i cent Black Brown. 10 cents Black.
i cent Black. 10 cents Violet.
I cent Green. 15 cents Black.
2 cents Black. 15 cents (?)

2 cents Carmine. 20 cents Black.
S cents Black. 20 cents Brown.
5 cents Blue. 7 cents Olive?

CHECK LIST OF STAMPS

Value Colour and Description. Plates No. Issued
% cent Black 1 2,000,000
Re-entry (No. 44 on sheet). 20,000
Imperforate
1 cent Green 1,2, 3,4 22,530,000
Re-entry (shewing in 1908)
Hairlines
Imperforate

" Retouch on No. 39 ? Plate
Dot in “P ™ of Postage
cents Carmine 1,
Hairlines
Imperforate
Dot in “P” of Postage

9]
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3, 4 35,100,000
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5 cents Biue 1,2 1.200.000
Hairlines
Imperforate
Re-entry (Line through Postage
and Dates, and Thickening
under 1908)
6 cents Olive 1 700,000
Imperforate
Dot in " P " of Postage
10 cents Violet 1 300.000
Imperforate
|3 cents Orange 1 300.000
Imperforate
20 cents Brown 1 304,200
Imperforate '
Re-entry Doubling upper Right
corner

EXHIBITS AT HARROGATE
By FREDERICK WALKER

I have now seen threec Exhibitions staged by the Canadian Philatelic
Society of Great Britain at our annual conventions, but there is not, as yet, the
slightest sign of staleness. At Harrogate there were 240 sheets on exhibition.
entered by 22 members or groups, in the three classes designated, and they
shewed a splendid variety of interest. Some were outstanding. For instance
Mr. T. R. Highton shewed 20 sheets of the 1851-57 Pence issues. Superb con-
dition and varieties, including a Proof Block of Four of the 10 pence black.
surrounded by nearly a dozen of the blues, but all values were well-represented.
and one felt that it would have been worthy of a high award even at * Capex.”
In mv opinion it was the highlight of our Exhibition, but adjoining it were 12

sheets of Nova Scotia from Vice-President Fred Aitchison, and here again one
had to say “ Thou shalt not covet.” I expect Mr. Aitchison bought these
when he was a young man, for to me they seemed “ millionaire’s pieces.” Of
the first issue. he shewed some real gems. They were there in strips. One
need not say more. When one sees Mr. Aitchison anywhere, there, too, is
generally his friend, Mr. Bird, also from Newcastle.
and this time I wasc able to admire his display. The
Re-Entries and Varieties of Canada earlies, particularly
3d. Beavers beautifully written up, were excellent, and
his treatment of the Map stamp for re-entries and re-
touches was so concise that I had to make two or three
inspections of the displays of this issue, shewn also by
Major Harper and Mr. G. N. Jeffrey, in order to admire
the skill and assiduity with which they prodiced some-
thing similar, and yet quite different. 1 used to
think that the misplaced red portions, giving
parts of the U.S.A. and Tibet to the British
Empire was all there was to it, but there are
apparently many extra islands to be found in
different oceans, mand Major Harper had illus-
trated his display with exquisite drawings to
make the errors clear and apparent to the
beholder.

[l I IR AT T



7

Miss Lyndhurst Ogden took us for a trip across Canada from Halifax to
Vancouver Island by means of Railway Post Office cancellations on various
issues. Each page was illustrated by a little map shewing the stretch of 3,500
miles, which each cancellation had covered. It would still take nearly a
week physically to do the journey.

Miss Ogden was in Canada when the great Alaska Highway was built from
Edmonton to Fairbanks, during World War 11, and here again, by covers and
postmarks, she magically made us see the huge stream of munitions and men
along that famous Highway.

Mr. C. W. Meredith shewed many varieties in more modern stamps, in-
cluding doubles and trebles of the 1926 Provisionals, essays for the same, fine
mint imperfs, and the very unusual téte-béche booklet stamps of 1928. Mr.
E. McGuigan had a strikingly interesting display of the 1912-1922 Admiral
issues from the various coils printings. From a casual reading of the Gibbons
Catalogue lists of these varieties, it is quite impossible to realise the great
amount of interest to be found in these coil stamps. I considered this to be
quite the best in the Research and Study Class. By most clever drawings we
were able to see just how these stamps were delivered to the public, and why
some were perf by imperf, whilst others were imperf by perf. The experi-
mental and unsuccessful Perfs were shewn, and also how the “ Faked Perf by
Imperf ” varieties of the 2 cent green are made. Nobody who has seen Mr.
McGuigan’s display need be taken in. They know how to check up on them.

Founder Stephenson, F.C.P.S., had left the “ Maple Leaf Numerals ™ and
the “Admirals ” to Messrs. E. T. E. Lloyd and A. R. Walker, who shewed some
very carefully worked-out studies of these stamps.

A. E. himself had eight sheets of the Medallion Issue of King George V,
and clearly explained the differences in the rotary and flat plate printings, and
queried the existence of two dies for the 3 cents value. Mr L. D. Carn’s
sheets contained varieties of more modern issues, notably
the 1934-35 Commemoratives. Dr. Willans had fine
pages of Newfoundland die proofs and colour trials, whilst
Mr. John B. Wardhaugh gave us Newfoundland Airmails
and imperf. blocks and pairs of other Newfoundland
issues.

Two really fine displays were given by Mr. G. E. L.
Manley of Pre-Cancels and by Major Harper of the King
Edward VII Issue. The Pre-Cancels, commencing in
1899, were of many varied types, but all thoroughly
suitable.
for the purpose, except perhaps for one 4 Dollar value 1897 Jubilee, which I
thought had been cancelled, possibly, in payment of a bundle of hundreds of
circulars, posted at once, instead of cancelling sheets of One Cent stamps.

Major Harper’s King Edward VII issue was again illustrated by most clear
drawings to shew the different re-touches and re-entries.

The best sheets of Large Cents Issues belonged to Mr. L. Baresh. and
varieties, obliterations and watermarked papers gave an outstanding display,
full of interest.

Mr. Stanley Godden had sent a selection commencing with the earliest
recorded ship Letter of 1795, choice bits and pieces, and imprint strips of the
Maple Leaves Issue.

Mr. P. Marsden shewed Postal Stationery, unused and used, of 1860-1899

Queen Victoria, with practically all the examples of the beautiful embossing
of that period. Colonel McLellan’s few sheets were selected copies of 1851-
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1875 issues. The Group displays were from Kent and Sussex: a study of the
1 cent small head with some fine dated copies. Edinburgh had Transatlantic
Mail Covers and interesting Ship-Letter markings, whilst from Newcastle were
Large and Small Heads and mint Quebec Tercentenary.

Photographer W. H. S. Cheavin shewed Photomicrographs, Grenz X-Ray
and Electron Photographs. Some of his latest discoveries gave perfect photos
of the Watermarks. With the use of a copper plate backing he obtains positive
pictures in exactly the correct size of stamp or block with wonderfully clear
detail, showing even the texture of paper, such as no photography has hither-
to achieved. Forgeries and fakes stand little chance when Mr. Cheavin bom-
bards them with atoms.

There were three competitive classes, and it was very interesting to com-
pare my own ideas about awards with those of the Judges. I got only a few
of them correct, until 1 realised what the judges were looking for: real hard
work, genuine study and careful detail were what received the awards. That
did not detract in the least from the excellence of the other displays. One
could derive pleasure and satisfaction from every sheet displayed at Harrogate.
and to do justice to what was provided we ought to have had one hundred
visitors to every one who actually saw the Exhibition.

JACK CANUCK TAKES THE WATERS AT HARROGATE

What exactly is the attraction of a C.P.S. Convention? Is it the venue
we choose, stamps. or just the social side of our shows?

Many members were missing from Harrogate—and don’t know what they
missed by not attending the Convention. As a contrast Harrogate produced
one who would not go away! Saturday came and we saw delegate after dele-
gate saying their goodbyes for another year, but Sunday came and we found
Stevie and Macaskie being seen off by W. C. Hinde. He just would not go
away.

The threatened Scots invasion developed as expected, and by Tuesday
night a strong force had penetrated through from the North and were well
“dug in” astride the Ripon Road overlooking Harrogate. By Wednesday
afternoon they had taken possession of the Cairn Hydro, supported by further -
reinforcements from over the “border” and our Tynesiders. A delaying
action by Yorkshire and Lancashire members, supported in strength by the
Southern and London Groups. called a halt to any further advance, and all
settled in at Harrogate to say their halloes and howdoes over the inevitable
afternoon tea.

The exhibition was now all a buzz and, considering the amount of material
that had gone to Capex. the standard of the home show was amazing—but we
shall leave Fred Walker to describe this before he catches the steamer for
Capex.

In the exhibition hall we found our *inky ” authority W. H. S. Cheavin
with his wonderful sense of humour doing a lot of good-natured leg-pulling
and discoursing on metailic inks and two new colours, deep pale blue, and dark
brown chocolate!

After dinner, W. C. Hinde started us off on our course of Philatelic surfeit
by producing what in his very modest way he described as “Just a few
stamps.”  “Just a few” included Sanford Fleming and Trojan Head Essays.
Colour Proofs of Pence Issues, Boer War Patriotic Covers, etc. There were
so many good things I would be still describing them next week. I hope we
will see “Just a few mere ” next year, Mr Hinde.
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Thursday morning found those of us on Committee at our Annual Meet-
ing, when we are allowed to black each other’s eyes and call “spades ™ just
“spades.” Out of the resulting melée we produced a new President, and again
our luck held, for who shouid bob up but Jack Cartwright. Where could we
have found a better choice than the King of Kent? Good luck, Jack. You
have us all with you!

kTheatres and Bus Tours played an important part in the pleasures of the
week.

In the evening we had our retiring President, Lees-Jones, giving us a dis-
play of B.N.A. Postmarks. What next, L.J.? Shall we ever see the last
volume of your collection? We saw some of the finest specimens of Corks,
Rollers, Two and Four Ring Numerals, Way Letters; in fact everything we all
want but cannot get.

Further Study Circles on Friday and Saturday led by Stevie on the
Admirals and J. J. Bonar on the “Large and Small Heads” and “ Postal
History ” followed, each arousing many interesting discussions.

Friday afternoon brought David Gardner to the fore in a new role—that
of Auctioneer. The auction is an innovation at our Conventions with a view
to helping Convention funds. Well, David, it looks as if you have found a
new job for a year or two to come.

Tea break that afternoon brought the last of our arrivals, but a very wel-
come one in Major Antony Walker, whom we just saved from becoming in-
volved in a neighbouring Convention of Morticians. We wish you luck,
A. W., and hope you land top side up in your new venture.

The Society Banquet on Friday night even excelled its forerunners. How
could it do other with Jack Cartwright in the chair? Sometimes we think he
would go off well in the London Palladium. Speeches by Stevie twitting the
Yorkshire men on their Scots origin, by David Gardner, who refused the Chair-
man’s orders to cut it short, added to the good humour of the evening, but
J. C. C. and Antony Walker, in their speeches, kept the house in an uproar.
We particularly appreciated Antony Walker’s advice on how to acquire extra
rooms in the house to hold one’s collection. Mrs Canuck says Try it and
she’ll knock my block off!” (How polite she is!)

We were now beginning to feel the want of sleep after night discussion
sessions going on into the “sma oors.”

We wondered when we found Davie Gardner, Stevie and L. D. Carn
sitting on the stair three floors up at three in the morning whether it was en-
thusiasm for study or just sheer exhaustion. However, Jack Canuck had
sufficient strength to get his stuffed shirt and collar off.

Our Centenary effort certainly went out in a blaze of glory. Well done,
Macaskie!

Now it’s up to you, Fred Walker, to try and give us a better show next
September at Bournemouth. Try to make the next Convention last longer.
I should like at least one night’s sleep!

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO CANADIAN STAMPS?
By JACK CANUCK

For many years we have looked upon Canada as one of the countries that
could always be depended on to produce really beautiful stamps.

We look back at her earliest issues. They stand out from today’s advanced
(perhaps too advanced) ideas of designs and methods of printing : all the
beauties of the Chalon Heads, Beavers and Cartiers followed by the dignity of
the Medallion types of “ Small and Large Heads ” and the Diamond Jubilees.
These are some of the finest examples of the art of the artist and engraver.
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This tradition was maintained throughout the Middle Issues in, for
example, the Downey Portraits of the Queens of 1897 and Edwards of 1903.
followed by the Georges in the “Admirals” and “ Scrolls ” designs, and in a
delightful and interesting range of Pictorials. These in turn were succeeded
by a very fine array of Commemoratives during the thirties and by the really
magnificent series for the Silver Jubilee.

The coming of the war brought the “ War Effort” designs with which we
were not enamoured, but we were tolerant and hoped for the “classic” type of
work we knew to return once we were again back on an even keel. But what
have we been presented with? Some of the worst atrocities that have been
called postage stamps.

This new departure is surprising in a country like Canada which, though
in the new world, participating in its ideas of advancement and progress, yet is
steeped in the traditions of the old world.

Kindly lent by the Editcr of Kindly lent by the Editor of

“ Stamp Collecting”’ “Stamp Collecting ™

[ have heard many criticisms of post-war Canadian stamps, and perhaps
my rather blind loyalty to my collecting fetish has not allowed me hitherto to
voice them, but when I consider that appalling figure of the Citizen Issue.
followed by others like the Halifax Commemorative which, though an inter-
esting design, was spoiled by being printed in a colour which was unsuitable.
and finally the present definitives whatever colours they may be changed to. 1
feel I must speak out.

1 have before me a letter from a friend in Canada in which he likens the
newer Canadian stamps to French Colonials. T see also in the July number of
the Essey Proof Journal it refers to “ Canada’s Dollar Mess of Fish.” “An
awkward fisherman and the whole haul of his net, with some brobdignagian
shell fish thrown in, are crowded into this new stamp. This amateurish stamp
design is said to be by a commercial advertising artist.” I heartily support the
E.P.J.s criticism.

Would it not be better to leave these hoarding poster painters and sugar
carton designers to their own trade and bring us back some of the people who
designed, engraved and printed such stamps as the pre-war Pictorials, Jubilees.
and Admirals? 1 trust the Post Office Department will get back its balance
and give us the real Canada and not Tannou Touva!

HARROGATE CONVENTION

1t is over now, and next year we hope to meet at Bournemouth, where
arrangements will be in the capable hands of Mr. Fred Walker, and fellow-
members in his group. 1 congratulate the organisers for 1951 on a good job
well done. and to this T would like to add my thanks to the Management and
Staff of the Cairn Hotel Hydro for their very full co-operation, and for their
very helpful efforts to make everything pleasant for the visitors. 1 have many
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pleasant memories of our Fifth Convention, and my only regret is that illness
prevented the attendance of some who would otherwise have been with us—
they were not forgotten. The Committee and the Annual General Meeting
sent appropriate expressions of sympathy and best wishes for speedy and com-
plete recovery. At the last moment I léarned with regret that Mrs. Aitchison,
wife of our Vice-President from Gateshead, had met with an accident. Later
news confirms that injuries were not so serious as at first believed, and I trust,
Fred. that all is now going well. Messages were sent to Miss B. Lyndhurst
Ogden (Belinda), to Ramsay Stewart, and to Miss C. M. Gardner, daughter of
Vice-President D. Gardner.

The Stephenson family from Auld Reekie appeared early on Sunday, a
kind of advance reception committee. Watch out, Stevie! Mrs. Stephenson
was playing the part of charming hostess when I arrived. Tayside was again
represented by Mr. and Mrs. A. W. D. Spence and Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Fair-
weather. Frank’s health has improved, and he was certainly doing a lot of
running around. From Midlothian, Mr. J. J. Bonar, complete with his album
of postal history items for his display on Saturday afternoon, a strong advocate
for this branch of B.N.A. collecting. London was representd by Major G. B.
and Mrs. Harper, Geoff. being complete with his C.P.S. records for our meet-
ings. Miss Rose Titford was making her first appearance at Convention, but
I am certain this will not be her last. From Tyneside we had
those two inseparables, Mr. Fred Aitchison and Mr. J. Bird. One
could almost call them an “imperf. pair.” From County Durham,
Mr. and Mrs